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Open forest on granite grazing land type, Calgoa district, north of Woolooga 
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Munna, Widgee and Wide Bay Creek sub-catchments encompass 30% of the Mary River Catchment area.  The 

Western Mary Catchments contains an estimated 60% of the beef cattle population in the whole Mary River 

Catchment.

Western Mary Catchments 
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²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 
ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ 

 

1. .ƭǳŜ ƎǳƳ ƻƴ ŀƭƭǳǾƛŀƭ Ŧƭŀǘǎ 

2. hǇŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜǎ 

3. LǊƻƴōŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƛŎ ǊƻŎƪǎ 

4. hǇŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜǎ 

5. hǇŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǎƘŀƭŜǎ 

6. hǇŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘƛƴƛǘŜǎ 

7. hǇŜƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƛŎ ǊƻŎƪǎ ϧ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ōŜŘǎ 

8. {ƻŦǘǿƻƻŘ ǎŎǊǳōǎ ƻƴ ōŀǎŀƭǘǎ ϧ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜǎ 

9. {ǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƎǳƳ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ 
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Blue gum on alluvial flats 

Location Notes 

Occurs along the Mary River and its major western sub-catchments, i.e. Wide Bay Creek, Widgee Creek, 

Munna Creek, Teebar Creek, Myrtle Creek. 
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Grazing Land Type: Blue gum on alluvial flats  (ref Land Zone 3) 

 

Vegetation 

Alluvial flats characterised by Qld blue gum. 

Moreton Bay ash, rough bark apple, river she 

oak, swamp box, black tea-tree. Includes 

fringing riparian rainforest species - weeping 

lillypilly, silky oak, black bean, figs, 

bottlebrush and mat rush. 
 

Land Form 

River terraces, levees, flood-plains, creek flats 

and freshwater wetlands. 
 

Soil Description 

Lower terraces ï uniform textured sandy 

loams. Middle/ high terraces - well structured 

dark friable earths and alluvial loams. Variable 

soils depending on parent material. 
 

Moisture Holding Capacity - high 
 

Internal Drainage 

Usually good, waterlogging issues after flood 

events. 
 

Inherent Soil Fertility - high. 
 

pH - slightly acid to neutral 
 

Land Use 

Extensively cleared for dairying and cropping. 
 

Predominant Grazing Enterprises 

Beef breeding and fattening. 
 

Native/*Naturalised Pastures 

3P - kangaroo grass, forest bluegrass, black 

speargrass, *paspalum, *kikuyu, *Pioneer 

Rhodes, *green panic, *Angleton grass 

2P ï Qld blue couch, Scented-top,  

1P - *matgrass, blady grass, pitted bluegrass, 

poverty grass, swamp foxtail, wiregrasses & 

lovegrasses. 

Legumes - *white clover, various native 

legumes 
 

Sown Grass/ Legume Pastures 

3P - paspalum, Callide Rhodes grass, Bisset 

creeping bluegrass   

Legumes ï white clover, siratro, lotononis, 

wynn cassia, fine stem stylo 
 

Current Weed Problems 

Lantana, yellow bells, cats-claw creeper, castor 

oil bush, noogoora burr, giant rats tail grass, 

bahia grass, African lovegrass 

Estimated production  

Stocking rates (ha/ adult equivalent) 
(1 AE = 450 kg live weight animal) 
 

 Stocking Rate 

Native/ naturalised pastures 2.5 to 4 (ha/ AE) 

Sown grass/ legume pastures 1.5 to 2 (ha/ AE) 
 

Pasture Dry Matter Production 
4 000 to 6 000 kg DM/ ha/ year  
(based on óAô land condition & Kilkivanôs 872 mm & Marodianôs 
915mm average annual rainfall) 

Safe pasture utilisation rate = 35% 

Available pasture = 1 400 to 2 100 kg DM/ ha/ year 
 

Erosion hazard 
Pastures - low  

Cultivated land - high risk from flooding. 

Stream banks are susceptible to scouring and 

slumping during flood events. 
 

Inherent Salinity/ Sodicity 

Low salinity, some sodic subsoils 
 

Land Resource Reference  
Atlas of Australian Soils ï Landscape unit 

Mm8 adjacent to the Mary River; other less 

significant alluvial flats are incorporated into 

adjacent landscape units. 
 

Land Resource Bulletins ï available for the 

northern portion of the Munna sub-catchment 

(Maryborough District, 1992) 
 

Soil Classification 
*Australian Soil Classification 

Dermosols & Tenosols  

*Great Soil Groups 

Prairie soils 
 

Regional Ecosystem & Conservation Features 
Land zone 3 ï alluvial river & creek flats 

 

12.3.1 - Gallery on alluvial plains (endangered) 

12.3.7 ï Blue gum, river sheoak, bottlebrush 

fringing woodland (not of concern) 

12.3.8 ï wetlands on floodplains (of concern) 

12.3.3 ï Blue gum woodland (endangered) 

12.3.11 ï Blue gum, grey ironbark, pink bloodwood 

forest on floodplains (of concern) 
 

Conservation Features 
This grazing land type can contain habitat for the 

endangered Mary River Cod and Turtle, as well as 

the Queensland Lungfish.  Koalas are often 

observed inhabiting this grazing land type. 
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Location Notes 

This unit is the most extensive grazing land type in the Western Mary Catchments. 

Munna sub-catchment ï north and west of Brooweena, running south to Running Creek, including Mt Urah. 

Kilkivan district ï north and south of Woolooga, Mt Widgee and east of Manumbar.

 
Open forest on granites, Calgoa district 

 
Open forest on granites, Boompa district 

 
Open forest on granites, Woolooga district 


