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MRCCC STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 2014-2015 

Brad Wedlock ς Operations 

Manager 

 

BAppSc (Natural Systems & Wildlife Management) Specialist in grazing landscapes, 

sustainable grazing systems, fluvial geomorphology, riparian condition assessment 

and flora identification, water quality monitoring and data analysis. 

Eva Ford ς Catchment Officer BSc (Australian Environmental Studies) - Specialist in threatened stream frog surveys 

and identification, and other threatened aquatic fauna.  Extensive experience with 

water quality monitoring and data analysis, aquatic macroinvertebrate assessment, 

freshwater fish assemblage and monitoring programs. 

Steve Burgess ς Catchment 

Officer, Waterwatch 

Coordinator 

BSc (Australian Environmental Studies) & Post Grad Maths & Science  

Specialist in water quality monitoring and data analysis, hydrology, statistics and 

agricultural and water modelling.  Highly experienced educator. 

Dr Tanzi Smith ς Catchment 

Officer 

BEng, BSc, PhD - Specialist in threatened aquatic species and planning.  Water quality 

monitoring and social analysis.  

Caitlin Mill ς Catchment 

Officer 

BEnvSc - BioCondition monitoring, riparian condition assessment and water quality 

monitoring. 

Jenny Whyte ς Waterwatch 

Coordinator 

BSc, M Env Stud, MBA.  Coordination of the Waterwatch networks, data entry and 

management 

Debbie Seal ς Administration 

and Event Coordinator 

Administration, financial management, and marketing.  Coordinator of the Noosa 

Festival of Water 

Ruth Hutchison Volunteer - Administration and Project Support 

Glenbo Craig Volunteer -Codline Editor and Project Support 

Kelvin Nielsen Volunteer - Project support 

Sandra Noonan Volunteer - Wildnet Data Entry.  Administration and Project Support 

Lauren McVicar Volunteer - Environmental Planning. Volunteer Project Support. 

Chris Rosin (to February 2015) Catchment Officer Aquatic Ecology 
 

MRCCC CURRENT PROJECTS 

Implementing the Mary River Threatened Species Recovery Plan through the Federal Government funded Biodiversity 

fund 

Reef Program and Flood Recovery Projects 

Coordination and training of community Waterwatch networks in the Upper Mary, Kenilworth, Mary Valley, Tiaro 

Districts and the Tinana, Munna, Widgee, Glastonbury and Wide Bay Creeks 

Living with threatened species in the Sunshine Coast, Noosa and Gympie Regional Council areas 

Great Barrier Reef Sediment and Pesticide Monitoring in the Lower Mary 

Supporting Valley Bees, Cooloola Nature, and the Koala Action Group, Gympie region 

Supporting the Gerry Cook Hatchery at Lake Macdonald 

Supporting the Land for Wildlife Program in the Gympie and Fraser Coast regions 

Noosa Festival of Water  

Codline newsletter 
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MRCCC DELEGATES 2014 -2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Interest Sector Name Title  

Beef/Grazing Graeme Elphinstone Delegate 

Dairying  Rob Priebe Deputy Chair 

DEHP Renae Cabrie Delegate 

QDAF Jason Keating Delegate 

QDNRM Vacant 
 

Education Sue Gibson Delegate 

Environment  Emma-Kate Currie Delegate 

Fishing Chris Mangold Delegate 

Forestry Ernie Rider Delegate 

General Community Lower Ross Smith Delegate 

General Community Middle  Ray Zerner Delegate 

General Community Upper  Dave Sands Delegate 

General Community Western Peter Hughes Delegate 

Horticulture  Vacant 
 

Irrigation  Vacant 
 

Landcare, Lower Mary Carol Neilson Delegate 

Landcare, Upper Mary Phil Moran Delegate 

Landholder /Project Participant  Elke Watson Delegate 

Landholder /Project Participant  Helen Lofthouse Secretary 

Life Member Margaret Thompson Treasurer 

Life Member Jim Buchanan Delegate 

Fraser Coast Council Cr James Hanson  Delegate 

Gympie Regional Council Cr Wayne Sachs  Delegate 

Noosa Council  Jan Maddin Delegate 

Sunshine Coast Council Denise Lindon Delegate 

Seqwater Matt Skelton Delegate 

Special Member Nai Nai Bird Delegate 

Sugar Chris Coutts-Smith Delegate 

Waterwatch Ian Mackay Chairman 
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CHAIR S REPORT 2015  IAN MACKAY 

This year has marked two important milestones in the life of the MRCCC. 

Back in March we marked 20 years since the Mary River Catchment Coordination Association became incorporated (though our 
actual date of conception is rather further back than that). 

And early in the year we moved into our new home at 25 Stewart Terrace in Gympie.  For an organisation that had led a 
somewhat nomadic existence since its inception this latter milestone is enormously significant.  Our ability to establish our own 
home is due to the foresight of earlier delegates, not to mention some very generous donations through the Mary Catchment 
Public Fund.  

LΩƳ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ aw/// ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŀǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ 
nutted out.  .ǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘΦ 

LΩŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ōȅ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
voluntary Delegates who bring a rich mix of experience 
and geographical diversity to our organisation.  ¢ƘŜƴ LΩŘ 
draw attention to our staff, both full and part-time, who 
over the years have built our reputation for not only 
scientific credibility but equally importantly have 
worked tirelessly to develop both reputation and 
respect within the wider community. 

¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
participants over the years as well as groups like Noosa, 
Barung, Gympie and Tiaro Landcare, the Gympie and 
District Beef Liaison Group and the Greater Mary 
Association who assist enormously and with whom, over 
the years, we have developed great partnerships. We 
read from the same page. 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ tƘƛƭ aƻǊŀƴΣ bƻƻǎŀ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ 
serving Operations Manager, who was the very 
deserving winner of ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
Landcarer award.  

Vital too are our links with councils, government agencies and increasingly universities and researchers. 

LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ enjoys strong community support. 

Apart from the change of address, the past twelve months have seen MRCCC involved in a host of projects. 

The Waterwatch network, funded by the Gympie and Sunshine Coast Councils involves eight networks throughout the 
catchment carrying out monthly water quality monitoring.  That many of our waterwatchers have been carrying out the role for 
over a decade is a tribute to their interest, dedication and generosity. 

Our involvement with BMRG in the pig project has provided a much better understanding of pig behaviour and control. Staff 
member Steve Burgess who has taken on this role has to be commended for dedication above and beyond the call of duty in 
attending the finale of the annual pig hunt.  He refers to the event as the Aporkalypse. 

In June we held the Festival of Water at Lake MacdƻƴŀƭŘ ƻƴ {ƛȄ aƛƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
evaporation rather than the precipitation phase of the water cycle.  It was a very well-received event. 

As I write this we have just commenced Mary River Month which stretches from World Rivers Day right up to the Mary River 
Festival in Kandanga on November 14.  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜ-institution of the catchment crawl to 
bus trips, a river listening trip and even a photographic competition, and is spread throughout the catchment. 

A major project during the year has been our involvement with restoration works on the riverbank behind Kenilworth.  It was a 
great collaboration between Seqwater, Sunshine Coast Council, MRCCC, BMRG, Alluvium Consultants and involved some bank 
re-contouring and the establishment of a number of pile fields as well as plantings, including a very well-attended, Council-
organised community tree plant on National Tree Day.   

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ōȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ !ƭƭǳǾƛǳƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ǇƭŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀnd a study for 
works immediately downstream. 

The MRCCC Executive.  Deputy Chair, Rob Priebe, Chair Ian 

Mackay, Treasurer Margaret Thompson and Secretary Helen 

Lofthouse 
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²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ DŜǊǊȅ /ƻƻƪ IŀǘŎƘŜǊȅ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜ aacdonald operational to continue its important role in 
raising fingerlings of Mary River Cod for release into the catchment.  Thanks to some dedicated work by volunteer Hatchery 
Technician, {ǘŜǾŜ tƻƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
looks positive. 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅ wƛǾŜǊ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ Aquatic Species Recovery Plan has passed through the hoops and been 
adopted, but it seems to have stalled somewhere along the way, perhaps partly due to changes in government. I hope it can 
soon be signed off by the Queensland government and continue into the public comment phase. 

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ a/ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊǳƳΣ ŀ Řŀȅ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ŀnd 
for Wildlife participants for the great work they do.  Sunshine Coast Council recognise that environmental work carried out on 
one property has a positive benefit far wider than just that property.  There is an active environment team to lend expertise and 
support as well as a Landholder Environment Grants scheme funded from their environment levy.  MRCCC partners with SCC in 
the LEGs scheme with great mutual benefit. 

On the environment levy front we were pleased when new Gympie Regional Council Mayor Mick Curran addressed one of our 
meetings and announced that the environment levy would no longer be used to fund green waste shredding, a decision that 
would see a considerable slice of the levy freed up for environmental purposes.  Our meetings with both Gympie and Fraser 
Coast Councils about the re-introduction of Land for Wildlife schemes have yet to bear fruit although we remain optimistic.  In 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ [ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜΣ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
of the Koala Action Group. 

Our involvement with Gympie Regional Council, Gympie 
Landcare and Conservation Volunteers, as well as local 
member Warren Truss,  has resulted in a couple of Green Army 
teams working principally along the riverbank in Gympie.  LǘΩǎ 
been great to see all that earlier work of Paul Marshall and 
others continued.  There are now numerous Green Army teams 
working throughout the catchment.  

We were disappointed that some funding applications were 
unsuccessful.  L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
staff that they can bounce back after such things, having 
invested a lot of time and optimism in planning the proposal. 

Over recent years, the MRCCC has generated great 
involvement by graziers in various iterations of the Reef Program.  We are worried that its continuation in this region is by no 
means assured.  Modelling data shows the Mary as a major contributor to sediments reaching the southern portion of the Great 
Barrier ReŜŦ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ    

Chairs of the MRCCC  

Nov 1993 ς July 1996  Graham Smith  

Aug 1996 - July 2000 Peter Buchanan 

Aug 2000 ς 2003  Jim Buchanan 

Sept 2003 ς Sept 2008  Harry Jamieson  

Sept 2008 ς Sept 2009 Paul Marshall 

Sept 2009 ς Oct 2012  Phillip Moran  

October 2012 ς current Ian Mackay 

 

Current and past Chairmen of the MRCCC ς Ian Mackay, Graham Smith, Peter Buchanan, Jim Buchanan and Harry 

WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aw///Ωǎ мтнnd General Meeting in March 2015.  Image courtesy of Bevly Hughes 
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hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ the Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation to collect 
water samples during flood events to get a more accurate picture of the situation but are keen to continue to be able to provide 
practical assistance to landholders towards better management practices to reduce sediment runoff. 

LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ aw/// ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /oast University, 
the Australian Rivers Institute at Griffith University, and Marilyn Connell and her work with Mary River Turtle biology. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  There is enormous mutual benefit in this 
developing area. 

A couple of years back, Gympie Regional Council engaged consultants to draft its cultural policy.  At a public meeting we were 
asked what we most valued about living in the Gympie region and what came up at the top of the list was the environment and 
particularly the Mary River.  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 
must have played a significant role in this shift. 

The Mary River Catchment currently faces a number of issues.  The Mary Catchment continues to be viewed as a source of 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ the advent of the Northern Pipeline Interconnector, the Mary 
(through Baroon Pocket Dam) already provides a significant portion of SEQ's urban water.  

We face a proposed massive coal mine at Aldershot near Maryborough and exploration in the Gundiah area, and have 
expressed our concerns about the enormous impact these could have on water quality.  We share the apprehension of 
Goomboorian residents as they encounter exploration in their part of the catchment.  

As we enter our third decade, working out of a Centre that is ours, and having built up a great network of supportive 
landholders, I feel we are well-placed to continue to support the wider catchment community. 

Thank you to our great staff, our wonderful Delegates, our 
Waterwatchers, Glenbo Craig our Codline editor and in-house 
graphic artist, our media team of Peter and Bevly Hughes, and 
all our project participants and supporters. 

Cod bless you all. 

hghghghghghghghghghghghg 

VALE  TED DRAY 

The Woolooga and Gympie communities mourned the passing 
of Ted Dray in January this year at the age of 90.  

I was very fortunate to have interviewed Ted in 2014 for the 
Codline newsletter for some history on droughts in the 
Gympie region.  Ted was an avid recorder of rainfall records 
and weather events for 65 years.  He told me about his 
experiences growing up on the farm, and the effects of the 
terrible droughts where thousands of stock died of thirst and 
hunger.  

He also spoke of his inspiring life on the land that he loved and 
cared for.  Ted was a renowned story teller, a family man and 
farmer, a member of the Gympie & District Field Naturalists 
Club, a passionate advocate against weeds (he had been 
weeding the day that I arrived to see him), and a legend of the 
Woolooga community.  Someone recently remarked that if 
Woolooga were to have a Mayor, then it would have had to 
have been Ted!   I was honoured and privileged to have had 
the opportunity to meet Ted, and hear some of his wonderful 
life stories.  Ted was a true gentleman who I will always 
remember for his passion, his care of the land and its wildlife, 
his stories, and his wry sense of humour!  !  Deb Seal 
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VALE  RON DYNE 
DȅƳǇƛŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ aŀȅƻǊ wƻƴ 5ȅƴŜΣ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ cancer in February 2015.  A former 
Mayor of Kilkivan Shire, Ron was elected Mayor of the amalgamated Gympie Council in 2008, and served until he retired from 
the position in December 2014.   

Mayor Dyne was responsible for arranging accommodation at the old Council depot in Tozer Park Rd for the MRCCC, from 
where we operated for several years.  This gave the MRCCC time to plan and fundraise for a Centre of our own.  

Mayor Dyne was one of the first visitors to 25 Stewart Terrace, having come to talk to the MRCCC about the Environment Levy 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ   wƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ aw/// ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƎƻ ǘƻέ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ DȅƳǇƛŜ ŦƻǊ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
and environmental matters.   

hghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 

THE MARY RIVER CATCHMENT 

COORDINATION ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED  

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS SINCE INCORPORATION 

¢ƘŜ aw///Ωǎ 172nd General Meeting celebrated the 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ нлth year since becoming an Incorporated 
Association on the 17th March 1995.  The meeting 
heard how much has been achieved since the very 
early community meetings were held which resulted 
in the formation of the Integrated Catchment 
Management group that has since gone from 
strength to strength. 

The actions outlined in the Mary Catchment Strategy 
and the Mary River and Tributaries Rehabilitation 
plan have continued to guide the actions of the 
Committee, and provide strategic direction for on ground 
works. 

Highlights of the 172nd meeting included presentations on 
two decades of riparian rehabilitation works, a summary 
of the extraordinary collection of data by Waterwatch 
volunteers over 15 years, a fascinating look at how our 
knowledge of frogs and fauna has grown and a sneak 
peak at the works in progress at 25 Stewart Terrace, 
Gympie. 

Gympie Mayor, Mick Curran, was Guest Speaker at the 
meeting.  In a significant shift for Gympie Council, the 
aŀȅƻǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǎƘǊŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
no longer be paid for from Environment Levy funds 
collected from ratepayers, which would free up more of 
the funds for community organisations and 
environmental projects.  The Mayor also noted that the 
Mary River is important to Tourism in the region.  

No less than 6 former Chairmen of the MRCCC were 
present at the meeting, including inaugural Chair, 
Graham Smith.  Each noted how the MRCCC had 
continued to evolve and grow.  

hghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg 

Above right: Ross {ƳƛǘƘΣ 9Ǿŀ CƻǊŘΣ ¢ŀƴȊƛ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ŀƛǘƭƛƴ aƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǘΩǎ /ƭŀǿ .ƛƻŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ !ƎŜƴǘǎ  
Below: Gympie Mayor Mick Curran sporting a Mary River Tie 
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Mary River Catchment Map 
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MRCCC HOME AT LAST 
Over the past 15 years the MRCCC has moved from place to place, starting at the 
Donga at the rear of the DPI in Gympie, then on to the old Dairy Farmers building 
in Tozer St, then to the Railway buildings just down the road, then into town to 
Monkland St, then to the old Cooloola Council Depot in Tozer Park Road for 
several years.  Relocating an organisation like the MRCCC is a huge undertaking, 
so planning for a permanent home for the MRCCC became an imperative.  
Credit must go to Angus Hutton for his assistance with helping the MRCCC to 
change the Constitution, which enabled the establishment of the Mary 
Catchment Public Fund, for the purpose of encouraging tax deductible donations.  
The fund was established in 2005 and the Mary Catchment Public Fund was 
entered onto the Register of Environmental Organisations in that same year.  A 
group of long term MRCCC supporters were invited to become the Trustees of the 
Public Fund, managing donations and responsible for the disbursement of funds.  
The proof, as they say, is in the pudding ς or more correctly at 25 Stewart Terrace 
in Gympie, where the MRCCC purchased a 1928 Queenslander on a half acre 
block in February 2014.  A Material Change of Use application was applied for and 
granted by Gympie Regional Council to enable the premises to function as office 
space for the MRCCC, and a set of plans was drawn up for the premises to be 
ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  
The high set home was excavated underneath to create a 140 m2 office area for 
staff, whilst upstairs the rear of the house was extended to create a large 
meeting/function room suitable for a range of purposes.  A 5 bay garage was built 
ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ aw/// Ψǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ōǳƛƭǘ άǿŜǘ ǊƻƻƳέΦ  CƻǊ ƻƴƎƻƛng sustainability, 
a 15 kva solar power system was installed, as well as two 5,000 gallon rainwater 
tanks, bringing the total water storage on the property to 15,000 gallons. 
Although it seems to have been a long drawn out process, the works are almost 
complete, and the staff now have office space where we can expect great 
productivity and outcomes, while the MRCCC and associated organisations have 
space for meetings and access to a vast Resource Library.  Demonstration gardens 
are planned which will showcase local native species, bush foods, bird and 
butterfly attracting plants, and plants suitable for erosion and sediment controls.  
The MRCCC Resource Centre is already attracting numerous visitors seeking 
information about weeds and how to control them, flora and fauna identification, 
farm dams and water quality and best land and water management practices.  
State Agencies and Council constantly refer clients to the MRCCC for information 
and assistance.   
The MRCCC will be eternally grateful to all those who donated to the Public Fund, 
enabling the dream to become a reality.  Thanks also to Jim Buchanan for the 
enormous amount of time he has invested into project managing the renovations 
and external works.  It would have been a monumental challenge without his 
support and vision for the project.   
An official opening will take place down the track when all the works are 
complete.  In the meantime, visitors and guests are welcome to come and visit, 
and see what extraordinary community support can achieve.  
 
Before during and after ς From top left:  25 Stewart Terrace as it was when 
purchased. Renovations underway. Ingenious relocation of essential large items 
with Ray Zerner, Bob and Lorraine Hood, and Graeme Elphinstone. Rainwater, a 
large garage and solar power.  The upstairs meeting room.  
 
 

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghhghghghghghghghghghghg 
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WATERWATCH IN THE  
MARY RIVER CATCHMENT 
Steve Burgess and Jenny Whyte 

The monthly data collected through the Waterwatch 
program provides the MRCCC with detailed information 
of baseline water quality throughout the catchment.  
Over the past year there have been 77 individuals, 
families and businesses collecting data in 8 distinct 
network groups with 871 samples taken ς a third more 
than over the previous year. 

In addition to physical and chemical data the program 
records observations of Mary River aquatic species, 
water weeds and general river flow conditions.  This 
information is entered into the MRCCC Information 
Systems and is fed into other MRCCC initiatives.  In 
October 2015 the MRCCC held a Catchment Crawl with 
several staff and volunteers travelling from the 

headwaters to the river mouth over 2 days. (see full report Pg 13).  A regular Waterwatch volunteer Kevin Jackson helped record 
core water quality parameters from the sites visited.   

Financial support for the program comes from both Gympie Regional Council and Sunshine Coast Council.  In addition a 
vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ DǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ the MRCCC to standardise data 
collection, equipment and sampling procedures across all the Waterwatch networks in the catchment.  Over a 24 month period 
all Waterwatch sites were visited and supplementary training provided to Waterwatch volunteers.  

Above: Long term Waterwatch Volunteer, Graham Draper 
monitoring Water Quality on his picturesque stretch of Eel Creek 

IvtƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ {ǘŜǾŜ IǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ /ƻƻƴŘƻƻ /ǊŜŜƪΣ ¢ƻƻƭŀǊŀ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ 
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Community sampling is supplemented by data HQPlantations collect from the Toolara and Imbil 
forestry areas and QPWS collect from Conondale National Park.  These areas include tributaries 
with quite unusual characteristics and draining large sections of the catchment.  The information 
HQP and QPWS staff provide helps the MRCCC gain a holistic picture of the Mary River catchment. 

Two retiring Waterwatchers are recognised for their long term commitment to the program.  
Graham Draper monitored a single site on Eel Creek over 10 years obtaining 99 samples and 
regularly reporting on the Platypus family he observed.  Lorne and Ross Maitland joined the 
Waterwatch program early in 2003 and over the years shared monitoring of Amamoor Creek with 
Noo Dye.  Recognition also goes to Des King and Colleen Ryan and to Ian Mackay who joined the 
program in 2005. All have crossed the threshold into 10 years of Waterwatching. 

The logistics of moving water testing kits in and out of Gympie, and between diverse locations, on 
a reliable schedule would be a challenge, without the support of many local individuals and 
businesses.  MRCCC is grateful for the assistance of Sauers Garden Produce (Gympie and Cooroy), 
Lŀƴ aŀŎƪŀȅΣ ¢ŀƴȊƛ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎƪƛ hΩCŀǊǊŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ . ϧ I wǳǊŀƭΣ 
Goomboorian Matilda Petrol Station, Ross Creek Store, Widgee Store, Amamoor Store, Barung 
Landcare, Mapleton Realty, Conondale Store and Kenilworth Garage for holding kits for volunteers 
to collect.  

There will always be additional locations to be monitored and retiring volunteers to replace.  If 
you have easy access to a section of the Mary River or one of its many tributaries and are able to 
contribute an hour a month there will be space for you. 

Thank you to all the people who have helped out with this program over the last year; the efforts 
of landholders and volunteers, local businesses, councils and other organisations who support the 
program financially and in kind and the MRCCC staff and committee members. 

Waterwatch Statistics 
¶ 77 individuals, families and businesses volunteering time to support water quality monitoring in the Mary Catchment 

¶ 871 water samples collected throughout the catchment 

¶ 127 sites sampled at least once 

Top Waterwatch Samplers of all time  

Above:  Diana hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ 9ǊƛŎ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 

Below: Spencer Shaw 

Top honours to Scott 
Woolbank for recording 
the most samples in the 
Waterwatch network 

Name No of samples recorded 

Scott Woolbank 339 

Ian Mackay 265 

Crossley family 211 

Susan and John Bailley 176 

Bob & Lorraine Hood 143 

Bob Fredman 135 

Des King & Colleen Ryan 134 

Hughes Family, Malarga 132 

Bronwyn McAdam (QP&WS) 131 

Jason Buckley 124 

Bill Butler (QP&WS) 117 

Dom Tyrell (QP&WS) 109 

David & Rosemary Burnett 115 

Graeme Draper 99 

Lorne & Ross Maitland/Noo Dye 99 
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Waterwatch volunteers during the 
period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 

Gympie to Scotchy Pocket 
Alan and Tracey Petersen 
Annette Bourke 
Becky Watson 
Bob and Lorraine Hood 
Bruce McCulloch 
Graeme Draper 
Karen Flynn 
Marija Vucak 
Phil Herrington 
Rob Kerle 
Wendy McPherson 
Recognition to Graeme Draper 
who retired during the year 
after 99 samples over 10  years 
 
Mary Valley - Gympie to Imbil 
Bob Fredman 
Cath and Col Robinson 
HQPlantations staff 
Wŀǎƻƴ .ǳŎƪƭŜȅ όbƛŎƪΩǎ /ƻƴŎǊŜǘŜύ 
Leslie and Craig Hanson 
Lorne and Ross Maitland 
Noo Dye 
Tanzi Smith and Shawn Jarvey 
Will Kingham 
Amamoor Store 
Tim and Amber Scott 
Recognition to Ross and Lorne 
Maitland who retired during 
the year after 12 years helping 
with water testing at Amamoor.  
 

 

 

 

Kenilworth district - 
Brooloo to Belli 
Des King and Colleen Ryan 
Geoff and Marie Farr 
Graeme White 
Ian Mackay 
John Mayze 
Karen Turner 
Kathleen and Steve Dennis 
Mary Ann and Don Law 
Matt Baxter 
Nina Cox 
Phil and Laney Grove - kit 
transfers. 
David Lade, Sauers Produce, 
Gympie - kit transfers. 
 
Munna Creek subcatchment 
Jill Harvey 
Malcolm Beresford 
Ross and Michelle Kinbacher 
Lesley and Spencer Innes 
Cam and Lisa Hughes 
Dion Williams and Carol Hinton 
Helen and Kev Rogers 
Brett and Tammy Marsh 
Neville and Joy Turner 
Iain Lewis 
 
 
Upper Mary 
Scott Woolbank 
Chris Lee 
Di Collier 
Eric Anderson 
Jo-anne Ferrier 
Kacey Walker 
QPWS Conondale staff 
Roger Westcott 
Susan and John Bailey 
Conondale Store 
Barung Landcare 

 

 

 

 

Tiaro to Lower Munna 
Brian and Lyn Thompson 
Garth Jacobsen 
Harry Jamieson 
Isaac Schmidt 
John Williams 
Marilyn Connell 
Owen and Lynda Thompson 
Ras Carney 
Ron Black 
Ross Smith 
±ƛŎƪƛ ŀƴŘ wƻō hΩCŀǊǊŜƭƭ 
B & H Rural, Tiaro 
 
 
Eastern Catchments ς 
Goomboorian district 
David Wilson 
Howard Kirby 
HQPlantations staff 
Jeff Clifton 
Kevin Jackson 
Les & Inge Giegler 
Ross Creek Store 
Matilda Service Station, 
Goomboorian 
 
Widgee and Wide Bay 
subcatchments 
Anette Bambling 
Brian Thomas 
Errol Janke 
Gillian Crossley 
John and Yvonne Crossley 
Keith and Christine Bagnall 
Mick Bambling 
Rob Kerle 
Stephen Horseman 
Widgee State School 
Widgee General Store 

 
 

 

 

ghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgghhghghgh 
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CATCHMENT CRAWL 2015 
As part of Mary River Month, a Catchment 
Crawl was conducted on 8th-9th October, the 
first since 2008.  This year, we went digital, 
using a map Steve Burgess had published on 
the internet to generate interest and help 
people know where we would be.   

5ŀȅ м ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǘ tƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴΩǎ {ǇǳǊ in the upper 
Mary near Conondale and concluded in 
Gympie.  Nine sites were visited including eight 
sites on the Mary and two on Six Mile Creek.  
Eight members of the public joined us at 
various sites.   

On Day 2 we travelled from Tiaro back to 
Gympie.  We visited 10 sites, including two sites 

on Tinana Creek, one on Munna Creek, one on Wide Bay Creek 
and six on the Mary.  All sites were tested for the parameters 
which are usually measured as part of the Waterwatch program 
(pH, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, temperature, electrical 
conductivity (salinity).  Thanks to support from the Department of 
Science, Information Technology and Innovation Great Barrier 
Reef Research and Development program we were also able to 
collect samples for analysis of total suspended solids, total 
nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) and dissolved nutrients.  

Water quality data gathered this year differed only slightly from 
data collected during the 2008 Catchment Crawl, although a clear 
pattern is not evident.  One exception to this is temperature.  As 
shown on the chart, temperature is lower at all sites than it was in 
2008 (except Owanyilla where temperatures are almost identical). 
It is difficult to say with confidence what the cause of the lower 
temperatures is. It may well be a combination of ambient weather 
and river conditions.  Whatever the cause, the river is cooler 
which bodes well for Mary River cod to breed.   

The cod are believed to spawn in response 
to spring increases in stream water 

temperature to >20̄C.  However if the 
water reaches temperatures in the vicinity 

of 28̄ C the cod are likely to move on.  
Interestingly, Six Mile Creek, which is 
regarded as core cod habitat is still too cold 
to trigger spawning of cod (Six Mile in 

Cooran was 19.1̄C and at Woondum Rd 

Bridge was 19.2 ̄C).  

For much of day we had an entourage of 
people, making it a crowd of at least six 
people at each site.  Due to the expertise 
amongst the group, we were able to get 
great bird and butterfly lists at each site 
and to have a lot of assistance with the 
sampling process.  We were also fortunate 
to be accompanied by Harmony Patricio, 
PhD researcher from the Australian Rivers 

Catchment Crawlers sheltering from the rain at Petrie 
Park Tiaro.  L-R Caitlin Mill, Harmony Patricio, Kevin 
Jackson, Steve Burgess, Bill Wilkinson, John Williams, 
Cecile Espigole, Bill Price 
 

The River Listening Tour in Maryborough 11th October 2015  
(Dr Simon Linke - right) explaining the sound of snapping shrimp which we could 
hear in Maryborough. 
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Institute at Griffith University. Harmony was collecting environmental DNA samples.  These samples can be analysed to detect 
particular species in the water.  Harmony is most interested in Lungfish, but there is also future potential for her samples to be 
analysed to detect the presence of Mary River turtle, Mary River cod, tilapia and other species.  As part of her visit Harmony also 
trialled a method of environmental DNA sample collection that could be suitable for regular collection of samples by citizen 
scientists.  Who knows - one day we might see environmental DNA collection happen as part of Waterwatch or other regular 
sampling activities.  There is a little way to go before this is possible, but it certainly has great potential. 

The catchment crawl coincided with several other research activities happening either around the same time.  This included 
turtle survey work conducted by Marilyn Connell, and fish larval sampling being conducted by the Aquatic Ecology Team at 
the Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Mines.  The River Listening tour, which recorded the underwater 
sounds at six different five different sites on the Mary and one on Tinana Creek occurred two days later.  This period of 
concentrated sampling by numerous organisations provides an excellent opportunity to bring together a wealth of 
information about the state of the catchment now.  

GREAT BARRIER REEF CATCHMENT LOADS 

MONITORING  TANZI SMITH 
MRCCC continues to play a role in the Great Barrier Reef 
Catchment Loads monitoring program run by the Department of 
Science, Information Technology and Innovation (DSITI).  Our role 
in the program involves monthly sampling at both Home Park and 
the Tinana Barrage and event sampling at each of these sites.  The 
ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ōȅ άƎǊŀōέ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
watercourse.  The events samples are collected by automatic 
samplers and the sampling teams unload these samplers, pack 
and dispatch the samples.  This can be an unpredictable task 
which requires several hours of the samplers time on each 
occasion.  

For the first time since MRCCC became involved we have data to 
report from DSITI. The full report is available at 
http://www.reefplan.qld.gova.au/measuring-success/paddock-to-
reef/catchment-loads.   The graph at top right shows how the 
discharge of each of the rivers in the reef catchments compares to 
the long term average.  As you can see most of the rivers to the 
south of Mackay, including the Mary and Tinana had discharges of 
less than 50% of the long term average.  This is significant because 
the amount of pollution entering the reef is directly related to the 
amount of runoff and river flow.   

The graph below measured loads of suspended solids (sediment) 
coming out of each reef catchment where actual monitoring 
occurs.  It shows that the Mary is ranked 7th out of the fifteen 
sites, making the Mary Catchment a significant contributor.  

In 2015 we had a change in personnel with Garry Brischke joining 
the team responsible for sampling the Home Park site.  We 
welcome Garry, a qualified electrician and Bauple local, to the 
team.  Garry replaces Marilyn Connell, who after helping with the 
sampling from the beginning of the program in late 2013 is now 
focussing on her post graduate research.  We extend a big thank 
you to Marilyn for being part of the team.  

Thanks to our sampling teams: Mary River (Home Park) - Ross 
Smith, Garry Brischke, Marilyn Connell.  Tinana Barrage - Emma-
Kate Currie and Frank Ekin.  Special thanks also to Garth and Judy 
Jacobsen who allow the Home Park sampling team regular access 
to their property to take samples.  

ghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgghhghghgh 

http://www.reefplan.qld.gova.au/measuring-success/paddock-to-reef/catchment-loads
http://www.reefplan.qld.gova.au/measuring-success/paddock-to-reef/catchment-loads
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REEF WATER QUALITY GRANTS PROGRAM, GRAZING LANDS  BRAD WEDLOCK 
The Reef Water Quality Grants Program offers technical advice and incentive funding to the grazing industry in the Mary River 
Catchment.  The MRCCC delivers the Reef Program in partnership with the Gympie District Beef Liaison Group and the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group to assist graziers to adopt best land management practices that improve downstream water quality to meet 
2013 Reef Plan targets. 

Highlights of the year are: 

Introduction to Grazing BMP field day, Woolooga, October 2014.  Jointly organised with the Gympie District Beef Liaison Group, 
70 graziers attended a morning session introducing the new Grazing BMP program at the Woolooga Hall, and an afternoon field 
walk to showcase a Reef Program on-ground project at Argentum near Woolooga.  The project at Argentum involved grazing land 
type fencing and shifting cattle camps to ridgelines.  During the afternoon field walk a session on how to use the Western Mary 
Catchments Grazing Land Type booklet was explained to participants. 

Pasture plant identification field day, Ridgewood, March 2015. Jointly organised with Country Noosa, 30 graziers attended a 
pasture plant identification field day at the Bellbird Homestead at Ridgewood. 

Pasture plant identification field day, The Dawn, March 2015.  Jointly organised with Gympie District Landcare Group, 25 graziers 
attended a pasture plant identification field day at The Dawn, near Gympie. 

Forage budgeting and pastures field day, Glastonbury, April 2015.  Jointly organised with the Gympie District Beef Liaision 
Group, 65 graziers attended a forage budgeting field day at Tressavale, Glastonbury.  Participants were shown how to prepare a 
dry season forage budget, with tips provided by the landholder, Jim Viner, on his approach to forage budgeting for the winter dry 
season. 

Forage budgeting and introduction to soil nutrition field day, Ridgewood, May 2015.  Jointly organised with Country Noosa, 30 
graziers attended a forage budgeting field day where participants learnt how the steps required to prepare a forage budget 
involving pasture cuts, drying etc at Bellbird Homestead, Ridgewood.  A short introduction to soil nutrition was provided, as a 
lead-in to a more in-depth soil nutrition workshop. 

Shifting cattle camps away from riparian zones and drainage lines.  A significant focus of the project is to provide financial 
incentives to shift cattle camps adjacent to riparian zones and drainage lines to appropriate sites higher in the landscape.  This is 
achieved on the ground through strategic stock water management by locating troughs and tanks high in the landscape, thus 
creating new watering points and cattle camps distanced away from riparian zones and drainage lines.  In doing so, the 
accumulated manure from the new cattle camp is filtered through pasture before reaching the riparian zone or drainage line. 

During 2014/15, 18 grazing enterprises were assisted by the Reef Program with technical advice and incentive funding. Priority 
was given to on-ground projects that addressed: 

¶ riparian zone management  

¶ high sediment loads (districts identified by Sednet modelling) 

2014/15 Reef Program grants 2014/15 inkind  Multiplier  

$121,000 incentive funding $160,000 grazier contributions $1 grant : $1.32 inkind 

$6,720 average grant $8,888 average inkind contribution  

To date there have been 55 expressions of interest (EOI) forms received, with most carried over to 2015/16 because there was 
not enough incentive funding to accommodate all these projects.  hŦ ǘƘŜ 9hLΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ тр҈ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴg land 
riparian zone management.  

% of On-ground projects 
targeting Reef Plan Outcomes 

Reef Water Quality Grants on-ground project priority outcomes 

100 Improving downstream water quality 

94 Cattle camps shifted to hillslopes by moving stock away from drainage lines 

66 Improved riparian zone management through fencing and watering points on hillslopes 

60 Improved stock drinking water quality 

51 Improved evenness of grazing; improved pasture utilisation 

28 Upgrading the reliability of supply of stock water 

17 Improving wetland condition 
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The grazing lands on-ground projects were approved by an independent assessment panel comprised of representatives from the 
Gympie District Beef Liaison Group, Landcare and BMRG.  The representatives were: 

1. Wayne Carlson ς Gympie District Beef Liaison Group 
2. Phil Moran ς Noosa & District Landcare Group 
3. Mike Moller ς BMRG.  

Improved grazing land condition leads to greater pasture productivity and enterprise profitability, whilst reducing the loss of 
valuable sediments and nutrients from our grazing lands.  Wetland systems such as a billabongs, marshes and riparian zones will 
be a particular focus due to their important function of filtering nutrients and sediments from the grazing landscape, before they 
reach the river systems. 

The 2014/15 financial year marks the 5th year of joint Australian and Queensland Government funded Reef Program in the Mary 
River Catchment.  The 2015/16 financial year is the final year of the program that involves a partnership of MRCCC, BMRG, 
Burnett Catchment Care Association, Qld Dairy Organisation, Maryborough, Isis and Bundaberg Canegrowers. 
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Reef Program Expression of Interest (14/15) 

Munna & district

Wide Bay Ck Catchment

Widgee & Glastonbury Cks

Tinana Ck Catchment

Tiaro district

Noosa hinterland

Mary Valley

Upper Mary

Gympie district

Forage budget field day at Ridgewood New cattle camp formed by a new tank and trough, Glenbar 
 



2015 MRCCC ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

17 

Community Landcare Grant ς άtǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 
DǊŀȊƛƴƎ [ŀƴŘ ¢ȅǇŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘέ 
Australian Government Community Landcare Grant funding was obtained in 
2013 to prepare a grazing land type (GLT) booklet targeting the beef grazing 
industry for the Munna, Wide Bay and Widgee sub-catchments, collectively 
known as the Western Mary Catchments.   
The Western Mary Catchment accounts for approximately 30% of the Mary 
River Catchment, some 980,000 km2.  
The booklet follows on from the preparation of the Gympie District Grazing 
Land Type booklet prepared in 2009 for the Mary Valley and east of Gympie 
including the Noosa River catchment.  A booklet for the Western Mary 
Catchments was the missing link in regards to GLT booklets, with the 
adjoining Coastal and Inland Burnett GLT booklets prepared between 2005 
and 2008. 
Nine individual grazing land types were identified within the Western Mary 
Catchment, each representing a combination of pasture, vegetation, soil and 
geology that have distinctive pasture production characteristics. 
By building capacity and awareness within the grazing community of the 
different grazing land types, their production capabilities and sustainable 
management, informed grazing management decisions can be made.  The 
booklet will ensure that graziers are provided with the best available 
information on pasture species and sustainable grazing management for the 
land types represented on their property.  
Conservation considerations were also incorporated in the grazing land type 
information provided to increase awareness within the grazing community of 
threatened species and ecological communities. 
The draft Western Mary Catchments GLT booklet was launched for public 
comment in October 2014 at the Woolooga Grazing BMP field day to an 
audience of 80 graziers.  The use of the booklet was demonstrated in the 
afternoon of this field day on a participating Reef Program project site.  The 

booklet is available on the MRCCC website. 
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BIODIVERSITY FUND - CAITLIN MILL 
άwŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ wƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΥ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅ wƛǾŜǊ 
¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ tƭŀƴέ 

The aw/// άwŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ wƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΥ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǊȅ 
wƛǾŜǊ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ tƭŀƴέ is funded through 
ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƭŜŀƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ CǳƴŘ 
program.  The MRCCC has collaborated with the Australian 
Government Department of Environment to develop a list of 
proposed actions that aim to protect the five target species of the 
plan as follows;   

1. Mary River cod (Maccullochella mariensis) 

2. Australian lungfish (Neoceratodus forsteri) 

3. Mary River turtle (Elusor macrurus)  

4. Giant Barred frog (Mixophyes iteratus) 

5. Freshwater mullet (Myxus petardi).   

This project works with riparian landholders who are protecting and restoring riparian zones that contain habitat for the target 
species.  Activities of this project include riparian fencing to exclude stock from waterways, provision of off-stream watering 
point, riparian revegetation and riparian weed control including viney weed bio-control agent releases to encourage rainforest 
regeneration.  An important outcome of this project is to increase community awareness of the threatened aquatic species and 
their habitat, and to provide community support for improving riparian resilience.   

Above: George Cotter entertaining 
participants at the Woolooga Grazing BMP 
Field Day in October 2014 
Below:  George Mullan riparian fencing 
project, Yengarie 

Caitlin Mill joyfully assists with photo point monitoring 
for bio-condition assessment 
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The project is targeting several demonstration reaches along the Mary River and tributaries containing threatened species habitat 
from Conondale to Maryborough as follows:  

 Demonstration Reach Mary River 
cod 

Mary River 
turtle 

Australian 
lungfish 

Giant-
barred frog 

Freshwater 
mullet 

1 Mary River, Goomong V V V  Likely 

2 Mary River, Moy Pocket (including Oaky 

Creek) 

V V V  Likely 

3 Belli/Cedar Creeks Likely   V  

4 .ƭŀŎƪŦŜƭƭƻǿΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪΣ wƛŘƎŜǿƻƻŘ Likely   V  

5 Mary River, Kenilworth V V V  Likely 

6 Mary River, Conondale/Cambroon (including 

/ƘƛƴŀƳŀƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪύ 

V V V V Likely 

7 Mary River, Tiaro V V V  Likely 

8 Mary River, Netherby V V V  Likely 

9 Cooroora Creek, Pomona V   V  

10 Munna Creek Likely  V  Likely 

11 Mary River, Maryborough     Likely 

12 Widgee Creek V V V Likely Likely 

13 Kandanga Creek V  Likely  Likely 

14 Glastonbury Creek V  V   

15 Upper Tinana Creek V V V V Likely 

16 Six Mile/Pinbarren Creeks V  V V  

17 Mary River, Lagoon Pocket V V V  Likely 

18 Yabba Creek V V V V Likely 

19 Walli Creek Likely Likely Likely   

20 Obi Obi Creek V V V  Likely 

21 Mary River, Gympie V V V  Likely 

22 Wide Bay Creek V V V   

In 2015, a Biodiversity Fund assessment panel was formed with the first 
meeting in March.  Projects are collated by Project staff and presented to the 
panel.  The Panel consists of Ian Mackay (MRCCC Chair) and Amy Gosley 
(Coordinator Environmental Planning ς Gympie Regional Council) who assess 
the individual projects for approval.   

Biodiversity Fund Project Highlights 

Webb Park ς Widgee Creek: 
Gympie and District Landcare have been working hard on controlling the 
/ŀǘΩǎ /ƭŀǿ ǾƛƴŜ ƛƴŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
creek.  This public council reserve is also a possible site for a community 
tree planting in the near future.  Many of the larger trees are up on the high 
banks, buffered from the riparian zone by a wide grassy strip.  A tree planting in this area would bring together the two 
smaller zones and create a wide riparian buffer with increased resilience. 

Ψ.ŜƭƭŀƳōƭŜƻƴΩ ς Belli Creek: 

¢ƘŜ aŎLƴǘȅǊŜΩǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻǊƴŀŘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ 
year.  Their project commenced with weed control to help the recovery of the riparian zone as the canopy had opened up. 
They continued improvements with riparian fencing, followed by several revegetation projects.  The projects have been 
aimed at rehabilitating the area and creating a wide vegetated buffer to protect the creek into the future.  Adjoining 
properties have also been involved in rehabilitating projects.  
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A major aspect of the Biodiversity Fund project is release of biological controls for Cats Claw (Dolichandra unguis-cati) and 
Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia).  These biological controls are sourced from Gympie and District Landcare and the Greater 
Mary Association.  In the 2014/2015 financial year there were no releases for Madeira vine and 155 biocontrol releases for Cats 
Claw.  Forty seven releases were on new properties that had not had biocontrols before.  In total these 155 releases consisted of 
5560 jewel beetles, 11,585 tingids, 44 boxes of tingid infected plants and 1000 vine trimmings from tingid infected plants.  These 
releases have occurred in 17 of the 22 demonstration reaches which are the focus of the Biodiversity Fund projects.  The highest 
number of releases has been in the Glastonbury Creek area, Munna Creek, Moy Pocket, Gympie and Upper Tinana Creek.   

This is the third year that jewel beetles (Hylaeogena jureceki) have been released and in some locations they are showing signs of 
severe damage to Cats Claw runners, denuding them of leaves.  The jewel beetles are frequently found quite a distance from 
where they were released.  On several occasions, beetles appear to have crossed the river in search of Cats Claw, popping up at 
distances of around 1km from where they were released.  Severe damage to Cats Claw runners has occurred in Pioneer Park in 
Maryborough.  The Greater Mary Association had released beetles about 700m away from this site one year prior.  

Tingids (Carvalhotingis visenda) have been around for much longer than the jewel beetles.  They are also getting well established 
ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ DȅƳǇƛŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜΩǎ ǘƛƴƎƛŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǘ ²ƛŘƎŜŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƛŘƎŜŜ {chool is a 
good example of where tingids are spreading over an area of several metres in diameter.  Importantly this site went under water 
since the tingids were released there and they have continued to flourish.  

This year Steve Burgess and Ross Smith found the leaf tying moth (Hypocosmia pyrochroma) during a monitoring visit to the 
Munna Creek area.  This moth was released as a biological control for Cats Claw several years ago and it seemed to have 
disappeared.  The property it was found on this year had not been a past release site for the moth, so this is a promising sign that 
they are out there still.  

In the remaining stages of the Biodiversity Fund the MRCCC aims to release as many biological controls for Cats Claw as possible 
and hope to also be able to release more beetles (Plectonycha correntina) to attack Madeira Vine.  We would like to acknowledge 
the important role that the biocontrol facilities of Gympie and District Landcare, Greater Mary Association and now, Noosa and 
District Landare will play in making these releases possible. 

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh 
























