LR L e
in

-',':«" i : : TET
q'"mln HAAAE
i | | “'."

!

| 3
g
2 2

e

~

‘4

ATCHMEN?1T
COORDINATING COMMITTEF




MRCCC Annual General Meeting Tuesday 20" October 2015

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee

Resource Centre 25 Stewart Terrace, Gympie
Postal PO Box 1027, Gympie, 4570
Phone 07 5482 4766

Fax 07 5482 5642

Email admin@mrccc.org.au

Web Www.mrccc.org.au

The MRCCC gratefully acknowledigesupportof the;

Australian Government Department of Environment,

Queensland Department dfansport andlain Roads,

Queensland Department of Environment and Heritagection
Queenslanddepartment of Science, Information Techno&glinnovation
Burnett MaryRegional Group

Sunshine Coast Council

GympieRegional Coungil

Noosa Coungil

Fraser Coast Councll

TheGympie District Beef Liaison Group

andthousands of volunteers who consistently contribute their time and resources to ongoing sustainable natur;
resource management in the Mary River Catchment.

DONATIONS TO THE MARY CATCHMENT PUBLIC FUND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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MRCCGSTAFFAND VOLUNTEER2014-2015

Brad Wedlocl¢ Operations BAppSc (Natural Systems & Wildlife Managem8p#gcialist in grazing landscapes,

Manager sustainable grazing systems, fluvial geomorphology, riparian condition assessme
and flora identification, water quality monitoring and data analysis.

Eva Ford, Catchment Officer | BSc (Australian Environmental StudieSpecialist in threatened stream frog survey:
and identification, and other threatened aquatic fauna. Extensive experience wit
water quality monitoring and data analysis, aquatiacroinvertebrate assessment,
freshwater fish assemblage and monitoring programs.

Steve Burgess Catchment BSc (Australian Environmental Studies) & Post Grad Maths & Science

Officer, Waterwatch Specialist in water quality monitoring and datmaalysis, hydrology, statistics and
Coordinator agricultural and water modelling. Highly experienced educator.

Dr Tanzi Smith Catchment BEng, BSc, Ph3pecialist in threatened aquatic species and planning. Water que
Officer monitoring and social analysis.

Caitlin Millg Catchment BEnvSeBioCondition monitoring, riparian condition assessment and water quality
Officer monitoring.

Jenny Whyte; Waterwatch BSc, M Env Stud, MBA. Coordination of the Waterwatch networks, data entry an
Coordinator management

Debbie Seat Administration | Administration, financial management, and marketing. Coordinator of the Noosa
and Event Coordinator Festival of Water

Ruth Hutchison Volunteer- Administration and Project Support

Glenbo Craig Volunteer-Codline EditoandProject Support

KelvinNielsen Volunteer- Project support

Sandra Noonan Volunteer- Wildnet Data Entry. Administration afioject Support
Lauren McVicar Volunteer- Environmental Plannind/olunteerProject Support.

Chris Rosin (to Februa?®15) = Catchment Officer Aquatic Ecology

MRCCCCURRENTPROJECS

Implementing the Mary River Threatened Species Recovery Plan through the Federal Government funded Bioc
fund

ReefProgramand Flood Recovery Projects

Coordination and training ofoenmunity Waterwatch networks ithe Upper Mary, Kenilworth, Mary Valley, Tiaro
Districts and théTinana, Munna, Widge&lastonburyand Wide Bayreeks

Living with threatened species in the Sunshine Coast, Noosa and Gympie Regional Council areas

Great Barier Reef Sediment and Pesticide Monitoringhe Lower Mary

Supporting Valley Bees, Cooloola Nature, and the Koala Action Group, Gympie region

Supporting the Gerry Cook Hatchery at Lake Macdonald

Supporting the Land for Wildlife Program in the Gyngrid Fraser Coast regions

Noosa Festival of Water

Codline newsletter
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MRCCMELEGATER014 -2015

Interest Sector Name Title
Beef/Grazing Graeme Elphinstone Delegate
Dairying Rob Priebe Deputy Chair
DEHP Renae Cabrie Delegate
QDAF Jason Keating Delegate
QDNRM Vacant

Education Sue Gibson Delegate
Environment EmmakKate Currie Delegate
Fishing Chris Mangold Delegate
Forestry Ernie Rider Delegate
General Community Lower Ross Smith Delegate
General Community Middle Ray Zerner Delegate
General Community Upper Dave Sands Delegate
General Community Western Peter Hughes Delegate
Horticulture Vacant

Irrigation Vacant

Landcare, Lower Mary Carol Neilson Delegate
Landcare, Upper Mary Phil Moran Delegate
Landholder/Project Participant ElkeWatson Delegate
Landholder/Project Participant Helen Lofthouse Secretary
Life Member Margaret Thompson Treasurer
Life Member Jim Buchanan Delegate
Fraser Coast Council Cr James Hanson Delegate
Gympie Regional Council Cr Wayne Sachs Delegate
Noosa Council Jan Madth Delegate
Sunshine Coast Council Denise Lindon Delegate
Seqwater Matt Skelton Delegate
Special Member Nai Nai Bird Delegate
Sugar Chris CouttsSmith Delegate
Waterwatch lan Mackay Chairman
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CHAIRSREPORT2015 - IAN MACKAY
This year has marked two important milestones in the lifthefMRCCC

Back inMarchwe marked 20years sincéhe Mary River Catchment Coordination Association becawarporaed (though our
actual date of conception isther further back than that

And early in the year we moved into our new home at 25 Stewart TemaGgmpie For an organisation that had led a
somewhat nomadic existence since its inception this latter milestone is enormously signiftaamabilily to establish our own
home is due to the foresight of earlier delegates, not to mention seerggenerous donationghrough the Mary Catchment
Public Fund

LQY 2Fa4Sy |

1SR G2 SELXFAY GKS &dNHZOG dZNER 207K Aayl/ /LUQ R YK 35 ¢
nuttedout. . dziT L K
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I @Sy Qi @

LOQR 060S3IAYy o0& LRAYIGAYy3I 2dzi
voluntaryDelegates who bring a rich mix of experience
and geographical diversity to our organisatiochK Sy L ¢
draw attention to our staff, both full and patime, who

over the years have built our reputation for not only
scientific credibility but equally importaly have

worked tirelessly to develop both reputation and

respect within the wider community.

¢KSYy GKSNB N’ (GKS fl yRK2¢
participants over the years as well as groups like Noosa,
Barung Gympieand Tiaro Landcare, the Gympie and
District Beef Liaison Group and the Greater Mary
Association who assist enormously and with whom, over
the years, we have developed great partnerships. We
read from the same page.

/[ 2y ANY Gdzf | GA2ya G2 tKAf a2

serving Operations Managevhowas the very

deservingwinnerofi KA & &SI NR& v dzSSy 2
Lofthouse Landcarer award.

Vital too areour links with councils, government agencies and increasingly universities and researchers.

LiQa Iy 2NBFyAal A2y (KL (enjpyd@rén commliBity sugparty Ydzy A 1& O2y OSNY

Apart from the change of address, the past twelve months have seen MRCCC involved in a host of projects.

TheWaterwatch network, funded by the Gympied Sunshine Coa€buncisinvolveseightnetworks throughout the
catchment carrying out monthly water quality monitorin§lhat many of our waterwatchers have been carrying out the role for
over a decade is a tribute to their interest, dedication and generosity.

Our involvement with BMRG in thg project has provided a much better understanding of pig behaviour and control. Staff
member Steve Burgess who has taken on this role has to be commended for dedication above and beyond the call of duty ir
attending the finale of the annual pig huritle refers to the event as the Aporkalypse.

In June we held the Festival of Waterat Lalect® y | f R 2y {AE aAftS / NBS{:Z 6AGK GKAZ
evaporation rather than the precipitation phase of the water cydtevas a very welleceivedevent

As | write this we have just commenced Mary River Month which stretches from World Rivers Day right up to the Mary River
Festival in Kandanga on November 140 Q& |y F YO0 A G A 2 dza Ol -ihsByfiehloMNde 2afchnied Saiviité =  F
bus trips, a river listening trip and even a photographic competition, and is spread throughout the catchment.

A major project during the year has been our involvement with restoration works on the riverbank behind Kenikvars.a

great collaboratiorbetween Seqwater, Sunshine Coast Council, MRBI@RG Alluvium Consultantand involved some bank
re-contouring and the establishment of a number of pile fields as well as plantings, including a vettemelbd, Council

organised community tree plantnoNational Tree Day.

LGQa F LI NIAOdz F NI @ LINRBOfSYFHGAO asSOiAz2y 2F (KS NRARGSNI Iy
dzy RSNEGFYyRAY3I 2F NRAGSNI LINRPOSaasSa G LXlFeo LisbastaS8&y 7TF2f
works immediately downstream.

The MRCCC Executive. Deputy Chair, Rob Priebe, Chair lan
Mackay, Treasurer Margaret Thompson and Secretary Helen

——
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25008 lftglrea 0SSy 1SSy G2 | Sddhalddép&ating MNdtindeLirhportant IOK S NB
raising fingerlings of Mary River Cod for release into the catchniEmanks to some dedicated work by voluntétatchery
Technician{ 4 S@S t22tS IyR I LINRPRdzOGAPS NBOSyd YSSGAy3a gAGK a
lookspositive

LOR fA1S G2 NBLRNI AKgbaiicSpeieSRecoeNIPlanvhas@asdet threuiRite iddps &rid been
adopted, but it seems to have stalled somewhere along the way, perhaps partly due to changes in government. | hope it can
soon be signed off by th@ueenslandjovernment and continue into the publiomment phase.

Ly !dz3dzad L KIFIR GKS LINA@GAEt SIS 2F o6SAy3a a/ F2N 6§KS {ndzyak
for Wildlife participants for the great work they d&unshine CoastoGncil recognise that environmental workrcied out on

one property has a positive benefit far wider than just that propefere is an active environment team to lend expertise and
support as well aa LandholdeiEnvironment Grants scheme funded from their environment IeMRCCC partners tli SCC in

the LEGs scheme with great mutual benefit.

On the environment levy front we were pleased when new Gympie Regional Council Mayor Mick Curran addressed one of ol
meetings and announced that the environment levy would no longer be used to fund green waste shredding, a decision that
would see a consgtable slice of the levy freed up for environmental purpos@sir meetings with both Gympie and Fraser

Coast Councils about the-netroduction of Land for Wildlife schemes have yet to bear fruit although we remain optimiistic.
0KS YSIYyUuAYS yodYOXSNIK2SE R YR F2NJ 2 At REAFS FASER RI@ax 2y
of the Koala Action Group. :

Our involvement with Gympie Regional Council, Gympie Chairs of the MRCCC

Landcare and Conservation Volunteers, as well as local

member Warren Trusshas resulted in a couple of Green Armr| Nov 1993¢ July 1996 Graham Smith

teams working principally along the riverbank in Gympieli Q. Aug 1996- July 2000
been great to see all that earlier work of Paul Marshall and

Peter Buchanan

others continued. There are now numerous Green Army tean U9 2000 2003 Jim Buchanan

working throughout the catchmen Sept 2003; Sept 2008 Harry Jamieson

We were disappointed that some funding applications were | Sept 2008; Sept 2009 PaulMarshall

unsuccessfulL | £ gl eéa FSSHt ')\ u Qa_ I Sept 200% Oct 2012 Phillip Moran » 27
staff that they can bounce back after such things, having

invested a lot of time and optimism in planning the proposal. | October 201 current lan Mackay

Over recent yearshe MRCCC hagnerated great

involvenent bygraziersn various iterations of the Re&fogram Weare worried thatts continuation in this region is by no
means assuredModelling daa shows the Mary as a major contributor to sediments reaching the southern portion @ et
BarrierRSFT YR 2F O2dz2NBS 6SQNB 1SSy G2 | RRNBaa (KIFGo

|
e

ZZ) ) _ A
Current and past Chairmen of the MRGT&)h Mackay, Graham Smith, Peter Buchanan, Jim Buchanan and Ha
WEYAS&a2Yy G W &eBerahMebting itMarchi2016. Image courtesy of Bevly Hughes

——
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h@SNJ GKS LI ad &SI N éhd Dep8tmentSoSStience) Ihf@matiod Tethholoty addAnindCatiaollect
water samples during flood events to get a more accurate picture of the situatioarbikkeen to continue to be able to provide
practical assistance to landholders towards better management practices to reduce sediment runoff.

LQY RSftAIKGSR (2 aS8SS GKS ftAyla aw/// A& YI 1 AydastUnkeisiy, NB a
the Australian Rivers Institute at Griffith Warsity, and Marilyn Connell and her work with Mary River Turttédgjy.

2850@S taz2 0SSy RStAIKGSR (2 0S5 I of Sheie B enor®d& nvial Beneditdnis & G d:
developing area.

A couple of years back, Gympie Regional Council engaged consultants to draft its culturalpalipyblic meeting we were

asked what we most valued about living in the Gympie region and what came up at the top of the tis¢ wagironment and
particularly the Mary RiverL QY & dzNB (KA A& ¢2dZ RyQld KIF@S o06SSy GKS OFasS i
must have played a significant role in this shift.

The Mary River Catchmemwtrrently faces a number ofissues. The Mary Catchmentontinues to be viewed as a source of
gFGSNI F2NJ . NAaolyS | f (K2 dzihg adwest dfiithe INGtRdrif Pipeline Anfe@dnnedds, lthe Mans
(through Baroon Pocket Darajeady provides a significant portion 8EQ's urban water.

We face a proposed massive coal mine at Aldershot near Marybor@ndjlexploration in the Gundiah areand have
expressed our concerns about the enormous imghesecould have on water qualityWe share the apprehension of
Goomloorian residents as they encounter expldmatin their part of the catchment.

As we enter our third decade, working out ofantre that is ours, and having built up a great network of supportive
landholders, | feel we are wedlacedto continue to supporthe wider catchment community

Thankyou toour great staff, our wonderfubelegates, our
Ted Dray of Woolooga - Family Man, Waterwatchers, Glenbo Craig our Codline edéad inhouse

Cattleman and graphic artistour media team of Peter and Bevly Hughes
all our project participants ansupporters.

Gentleman

Cod bless you all.
hghghghghghghghghghghghg
VALE- TEDDRAY

The Woolooga and Gympie communities mourned the passing
of Ted Dray in Jasauy this year at the age of 90.

| was very fortunate to have interviewed Ted in 2014 for the
Codlinenewsletter for some history on droughts in the
Gympie region.Ted was an avid recorder of rainfall records
and weather events for 65 years. He told me about his
experiences growing up on the farm, and the effects of the
terrible droughts where thousandsf stock died of thirst and
hunger.

He also spoke of his inspiring life on thedahat he loved and
cared for. Ted was a renowned story teller, a family man and
farmer, a member of the Gympie & District Field Naturalists
Club, a passionate advocate agd weeds (he had been
weeding the day that | arrived to see him), and a legend of the
Woolooga community Someone recently remarked that if
Woolooga were to have a Mayor, then ibuld have had to
have been Ted!l was honoured and privileged to havach

the opportunity to meet Ted, and hear soroéhis wonderful
life stories. Ted was a true gentleman who | will always
remember for his passigrmiscare of the land and its wildlife,
his stories, and his wry sense of humodir! Deb Seal

——
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VALE- RONDYNE

DEYLAS wS3IA2y It [/ 2dzy OAf Qa T2 NI)VSNI KA Zkntcelin Feduary 20555 Rformdr & 2 NJ
Mayor of Kilkivan Shire, Ron was elected Mayor of the amalgamated Gympie Council in 2008, and served until he retired fro
the position in December 2014.

Mayor Dyne was responsible for arranging accommodation at the old Colepat in Tozer Park Rd fdre MRCCC, from
wherewe operated for several year3.his gave the MRCCC time to plan and fundraise for a Centre of our own.

Mayor Dyne was one of the first visitors to 25 Stewart Terrace, having come to talk to the MRQCBeBkavironment Levy
FYR GKS [FYR F2NJ2AfREATFS t NRPINF YO w2y alFAR KS 02y &aiR
and environmental matters.
hghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgh
THEMARYRIVERCATCHMENT
COORDINATIONASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED

CELEBRATIN®O YEARS SINCENCORPORATION

¢ KS a w72 Géndral Meeting celebrated the §
3 N2 dzMgear since becoming an Incorporated
Association on the ¥7March 1995. The meeting
heard how much has been achieved since the ver
early community meetings were held which resulte
in the formation of the Integrated Catchment
Management group that has since gone from
strength to strength.

The actions outlinechithe Mary Catchment Strateg
and the Mary River and Tributaries Rehabilitation
plan have continued to guide the actions of the

Committee, and provide strategic direction for on groun
works.

Highlights of the 17%¥ meeting included presentations o
two decades of riparian rehabilitation works, a summar
of the extraordinary collection of data by Waterwatch
volunteers over 15 years, a fascinating look at how our
knowledge of frogaind faunahas growrand a sneak Mary River

peak at the works in progress at 25 Stewagtraice — e L
Gympie s
Gympie Mayor, Mick Curran, was Guest Speaker at the
meeting. In a significant shift for Gympie Council, the
al@2N) y2iSR GKIFG O2dzyOAf ¢
no longer be paid for from Environment Levy funds
collected from ratepayerayhich would free up more of
the funds for community organisations and
environmental projects. The Mayor also noted that the
Mary River is important to Tourism in the region.
No less thar former Chairmen of the MRCCC were
present at the meeting, including inaugural Chair,
Graham Smith. &h noted how the MRCCC had
continued to evolve and grow. .

A4 NS s - ~
Aboveright: Ras{ YAGKSEZ 9@+ C2NRX ¢yl A {YAGK FYyR /FAGEAY aAf
Below: Gympie Mayor Mick Curran sporting a Mary River Tie

hghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
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MRCCCHOMEAT LAST

Over the pasi5 years the MRCCC has moved from place to place, starting at
Donga at the rear of the DPI in Gympie, then on to the old Dairy Farmers builg

Monkland St, then to the dICooloola Council Depot in Tozer PaskdRfor
several years. Relocating an organisation like the MRCCC is a huge undertal
so planning for a permanent home for the MRCCC became an imperative.
Credit must go to Angus Hutton for his assistance witpihg the MRCCC to
change the Constitution, which enallghe establishment of the Mary
Catchment Public Fund, for the purpose of encouraging tax deductible donatic
The fund was established in 2005 and the Mary Catchment Public Fund was
entered onto tre Register of Environmental Organisations in that same year.
group of long term MRCCC supporters were invited to become the Trustees o
Public Fund, managing donations and responsible for the disbursement of fu
The proof, as they say, is in thaddingq or more correctly at 25 Stewart Terrace
in Gympie, where the MRCCC purchased a 1928 Queenslander on a half acre

NBy2@FGSR (G2 &adzAd GKS 3ANRIzLIQ& LJdzNLJ
The high set home was excavated underneath to create a F4fifive area for
staff, whilst upstairs the reasf the house was extended to create a large
meeting/function room suitable for a range of purposesb Bay garage was built
G2 K2dzAaS GKS aw/// WwWa @SKAOfSa IyR
Y2YAG2NRAY3I SdALIYSYG Ay |+ hiahklainabify, A o
a 15 kva solar power system was installed, as well as two 5,000 gallon rainwad = )

tanks, bringing the total water storage on the property to 15,000 gallons.
Although it seems to have been a long drawn out process, the works are almd
conplete, and the staff now have office space where we can expect great
productivity and outcomes, while the MRCCC and associated organisations h
space for meetings and access to a vast Resource Library. Demonstration gd
are planned which will showsa local native species, bush foods, bird and
butterfly attracting plants, and plants suitable for erosion and sediment contro
The MRCCC Resource Centre is already attracting numerous visitors seeking
information about weeds and how to control them, flora and fauna identificatig
farm dams and water quality and best land and water management practices.
State Agencies and Courminstantly refer clients to the MRCCC for informatio
and assistance.
The MRCCC will be eternally grateful to all those who donated to the Public FF
enabling the dream to become a reality. Thanks also to Jim Buchanan for the
enormous amount of timdne has invested intproject managing the renovations
and external works. It would have been a monumental challenge without his
supportand vision for the project

An official opening will take place down the track when all the works are
complete. Inhe meantime, visitors and guests are welcome to come and visit
and see what extraordinary community support can achieve.

Before during and after From top left: 25 Stewart Terrace as it was when
purchased. Renovations underway. Ingenious relocatiess#ntial large items
with Ray Zerne Bob and Lorraine Hood, and Graeme Elphinstone. Rainwater,
large garage and solar power. The upstairs meeting room.

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghhghghghghghghghghghghg
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WATERWATCHN THE
MARYRIVERCATCHMENT
Steve Burgess and Jenny Whyte

The monthly data collected through the Waterwatch
program provideshe MRCC@ith detailed information
of baseline water quality throughout the catchment.
Over the past year there have been 77 individuals,
families and businesses collecting dat® mfistinct
network groups with 871 samples takem third more
than overthe previous year.

In addition to physical and chemical data the program
records observations of Mary River aquatic species,
water weeds and general river flow conditionbhis
information is entered intathe MRCCC Information
Systems and is fed into other MRCCC initiatives.

Above: Long term Waterwatch Volunteer, Graham Draper

monitoring Water Qualityn hispicturesque stretch of Eel Cree  y15her2015 theMRCCC held a Catchment Crawl with
several staftind volunteergravelling from the
headwaters to the river mouth over 2 daysee full report P4.3). A regular Watenatch volunteer Kevin Jackson helped record
core water quality parameters from the sites visited.

Financial support for the program comes from both Gympie Regional Council and Sunshine Coast Council. In addition a
vdzSSyatlyR D2@SNYYSyild 9@SNE2ySQa 9y JdA NiWRE ib standdrdifeidat®d 2 Y L.
collection, equipment ath sampling procedures across all the Watateh networks in the catchmentOver a 24 month period

all Waterwatch sites were visited and supplementary training provided to Waterwatch volunteers.
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Community sampling is supplemented by data H@tions collecfrom the Toolara and Imbil
forestry areas and QPWS colléctm Conondale National ParRhese areas include tributaries
with quite unusual characteristics awlgaining large sections of the catchmenihe information
HQP and QPWS staff provide halps MRCCC gain a holistic picture of the Mary River catchment.

Two retiring Waterwatchers are recognised for their long term commitment to the program.
Graham Dragr monitored a single site on Eel Creek over 10 years obtaining 99 samples and
regularly reporting on the Platypus family he observed. Lorne and Ross Maitland joined the
Waterwatch program early in 2003 and over the years shared monitoring of Amamode Withe

Noo Dye. Recognition also goes to Des King and Colleen Ryan and to lan Mackay who joined tt
program in 205. Allhave crossed the threshold into 10 years of Waterwatching.

The logistics of moving water testing kits in and out of Gympie, and between diverse locations, ol
a reliable schedule would be a challenge, without the support of many local individuals and
businesses. MRCCC is grateful for the assistance of Sauera Bevdacq Gympie and Cooroy)
Ly alOlleéez ¢yl A {YAGK FYR #AO01A hQCI NNEBf f
Goomboorian Matilda Petrol Station, Ross Creek Store, Widgee Store, Amamoor Store, Barung
Landcare, Mapleton Realty, Conondaler&tand Kenilworth Garage for holding kits for volunteers
to collect.

There will always be additional locations to be monitored and retiring volunteers to replace. If
you have easy access to a section of the Mary River or one of its many tributarie® afdeato
contribute an hour a month there will be space for you.

Top honours to Scott  Thank you to all the people who have helped out with this program over the lasttheasfforts
Woolbank for recording of landholders and volunteers, local businesses, councils and other organisations wha stugpo
the most samfes in the  program financially and in kind aridle MRCCC staff and committee members.

Waterwatch network  \Waterwatch Statistics

1 77 individuals, families and businesses volunteering time to support water quallty monitoring in the Mary Catchment
i 871 water samples collectadroughout the catchment ; 2
i 127 sites sampled at least once
TopWaterwatch Samplers of all time
Name No of samples recorded
Scott Woolbank 339
lan Mackay 265
Crossley family 211
Qsan and JohBailley 176 !
Bob & Lorraine Hood 143 Above: Dianh Q/ 2y 2NJ FyR 9 NR O
Bob Fredman 135 Below: Spencer Shaw
Des King & Colleen Ryan 134
Hugheg~amily Malarga 132
Bronwyn McAdam (QP&WS) 131
Jason Buckley 124
Bill Butler (QP&WS) 117
Dom Tyrell (QP&WS) 109
David & Rosemary Burnett 115
Graeme Draper 99
Lorne & Ross Maitland/Noo Dye 99
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Waterwatch volunteers during the Kenilworth district-
period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 Brooloo to Belli

Gympie to Scotchy Pocket
Alan and Tracey Petersen
Annette Bourke

Becky Watson

Bob and Lorraine Hood
Bruce McCulloch

Graeme Draper

Karen Flynn

Marija Vucak

Phil Herrington

Rob Kerle

Wendy McPherson
Recognition to Graeme Draper
who retired during the year
after 99 samples over 1§ears

Mary Valley- Gympie to Imbil
Bob Fredman
Cath and Col Robinson
HQPlantations staff

azy . dz01fSe
Leslie and Craig Hanson
Lorne and Ross Maitland
Noo Dye
Tanzi Smith andrawnJarvey
Will Kingham
Amamoor Store
Tim and Amber Scott
Recognition to Ross and Lorne
Maitland who retired during
the year after 12 years helping
with water testing at Amamoor.

‘J

MARY RWE

CATCHMENT

COORDINATING COMMITTEE

Des King and Colleen Ryan
Geoff and Marie Farr
Graeme White

lan Mackay

John Mayze

Karen Turner

Kathleen and Steve Dennis
Mary Ann and Don Law
Matt Baxter

Nina Cox

Phil and Laney Growekit
transfers.

David Lade, Sauers Produce,
Gympie- kit transfers.

Munna Creeksubcatchment
Jill Harvey

Malcolm Beresford

Ross and Michelle Kinbacher
Lesley and Spencer Innes
Cam and Lisa Hughes

Dion Williams and Carol Hinton
Helen and Kev Rogers

Brett and Tammy Marsh
Neville and Joy Turner

lain Lewis

Upper Mary

Scott Woolbank

Chris Lee

Di Collier

Eric Anderson

Joanne Ferrier

Kacey Walker

QPWS Conondale staff
Roger Westcott

Susan and John Bailey
Conondale Store
Barung Landcare

Tiaro to Lower Munna

Brian and Lyn Thompson
Garth Jacobsen
HarryJamieson

Isaac Schmidt

John Williams

Marilyn Connell

Owen and Lynda Thompson
Ras Carney

Ron Black

Ross Smith

+AO0O1A YR w25o
B & H Rural, Tiaro

Eastern Catchments
Goomboorian district
David Wilson
Howard Kirby
HQPlantations staff
Jeff Clifton

Kevin Jackson

Les & Inge Giegler
Ross Creek Store
Matilda Service Station,
Goomboorian

Widgee and Wide Bay
subcatchments

Anette Bambling

Brian Thomas

Errol Janke

Gillian Crossley

John and Yvonne Crossley
Keith and ChristinBagnall
Mick Bambling

Rob Kerle

Stephen Horseman
Widgee State School
Widgee General Store

ghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgghhghghgh
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Catchment Crawl Water Temperature
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CATCHMENTCRAWLZ2015

As part of Mary River Month, a Catchment
Crawl was conducted or"8@" October, the
first since 2008.This year, we went digital,
using a map Steve Burgess had published on
the internet to generate interest and help
people know where we would be.

5 M adl NISR ihtheupgerf A O

Mary near Conondaland concluded in

\(’.ﬂ e F.s o » N o o ©o o O ‘( & & 8 . . . . . . . .
& 9:;",} F AT ﬁ«*’,ﬁi R Gympie. Nine sites were visited including eight
& o S P S ot I 4 * & # . . .
P I AT “,e‘“; #5E sites on the Mary and two on Six Mile Creek.
O & A% & N o7 > > ad s NG i ic ioi
SR LS EF P ESFTES A e Eight members of the public joined us at
P A R ol R 4 & various sites.
& « & " JO 4 i
:ﬁn@ o ¥ &‘f & On Day 2 we travelled from Tiaro back to

Catchment Crawlers sheltering from the rain at Petrie
Park Tiaro. 4R CaitlirMill, Harmony Patricio, Kevin
Jackson, StevgurgessBill Wilkinson, John Wéims,
Cecile Espigol®ill Price

TheRlver Listening Tour in MaryborougHiQctober 2015
(Dr Simon Linkeright) explaining the sound of snapping shrimp which we couldS@mpling processwe were also fortunate

hear in Maryborough.

—

Gympie. We visited 10 sites, including two sites
on Tinana Creek one on Munna Creek, one on \BaleCreek
and six on the MaryAll sites were tested for the parameters
which are usually measured as part of the Waterwatch program
(pH, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, temperature, electrical
conductivity (salinity). Thanks to support from the Department of
Science, Information Techngyp and Innovation Great Barrier
Reef Research and Development program we were also able to
collect samples for analysis of total suspended solids, total
nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) and dissolved nutrients.

Water quality data gathered this year fdifed only slightly from

data collected during the 2008atchment Crawlklthough aclear
patternis not evident One exception to this is temperaturés
shownon the chart temperature is lower at all sites than it was in
2008 (except Owanyilla wheremperatures are almost identical).

It is difficult to say with confidence what the cause of the lower
temperatures is. It may well be a combination of ambient weather
and river conditions Whatever the cause, the river is cooler

which bodes well for MarRiver codo breed.

The codare believed to spawn in response
to spring increases in stream water
temperature to >20C. However if the
water reaches temperatures in the vicinity
of 28 C the cod are likely to move on.
Interestingly, Six Mile Creek, which is
regarded as core cod habitit still too cold
to trigger spawning of cod (Six Mile in
Cooran was 19.T and at Woondum Rd
Bridge was 19.2C).

For much of day we haahentourage of
people, making it a crowd of atdst six
people ateach site.Due to the expertise
amongst the group, we were able get
great bird and butterfly lists at each site
and to have a lot of assistance with the

to be accompanied by Harmony Patricio,
PhD researcher from the Auatian Rivers
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Institute at Griffith University. Harmony was collecting environmental DNA saniplesse samples can be analysed to detect
particular species in the watelarmony is most interested in Lungfish, but there is also future potential foramples to be
analysed to detect the presence of Mary River turtle, Mary River cod, tilapia and other species. As part of her visit Blaomon
trialled a method of environmental DNA sample collection that could be suitable for regular collection oésdmpitizen
scientists.Who knows- one day we might see environmental DNA collection happen as part of Waterwatch or other regular
sampling activities. There is a little way to go before this is possible, but it certainly has great potential.

The catbment crawl coincided with several other research activities happening atloemndthe sametime. This included
turtle survey work conducted by Marilyn Connell, and fiskdasampling being conducted by the Aquatic Ecology Team at
the Queensland Deptment of Natural Resources and Mines. The River Listening tour, which recorded the underwater
sounds at six different five different sites on the Mary and one on Tinana Creek occurred two daySHagreriod of
concentrated sampling by numerous organisations provides an excellent opportunity to bring together a wealth of
information about the state of the catchment now.

GREATBARRIERREEFCATCHMENTLOADS (125 i
B Cape York

MONITORING- TANZI SMITH B 0 Wﬁm

MRCCC continues play a role in the Great Barrier Reef o : B”""”‘:‘Wh"sm o=

Catchment Loads monitoring program run by the Department of W Fizoy

Science, Information Technology and Innovation (DSOUj.role 75 @ Bumett Mary

in the program involves monthly sampling at both Home Park anc
the Tinana Barrage and evesampling at each of these siteShe
Y2y (GKfe alYLXSa |NB O02ftftSOG o
watercourse. The events samples are collected by automatic
samplers and the sampling teams unload these samplers, pack
and dispatch the samples. Thkin be an unpredictable task

which requires several hours of the samplers time on each
occasion. 04

For the first time since MRCCC became involved we have data tc
report from DSITI. The full report is available at
http://www.reefplan.gld.gova.au/measuringuccess/paddocto-
reef/catchmentloads The graph at top rigrghows how the
discharge of each of the rivers in the reef catchments compares t\_
the long termaverage.As you can see most of the rivers to the
south of Mackay, including the Mary and Tinana had discharge:
less than 50% of the long term averageéhis is significant because
the amount of pollution entering the reef is directly related to the
amount of runoff and river flow.

The graph belowneasured loads of suspended solids (sediment
coming out of each reef catchmenthare actual monitoring
occurs. It shows that the Mary is ranked"dut of the fifteen

sites making the Mary Catchmentsignificant contributor

In 2015 we had a change in personnel with Garry Brischke joini
the team responsible for sampling the Home Park site. We
welcome Garry, a qualified electrician and Bauple local, to the
team. Garry replaces Marilyn Connell, whteahelping with the
sampling from the beginning of the program in late 2013 is now
focussing on her post graduate researte extend a big thank
you to Marilyn for being part of the team.

Thanks to our sampling teams: Mary River (Home R&tk}ps
Smih, Garry BrischkeMarilyn Connell Tinana Barrage Emma
Kate Currieand Frank EkinSpecial thankalsoto Garth and Judy
Jacobsen who allow the Home Park sampling team regular acc
to their property to take samples.

ghghghhghgghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghgghhghghgh
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REEFWATERQUALITY GRANTSPROGRAM GRAZINGLANDS- BRADWEDLOCK

The Reef Water Quality Grants Program offers technical advice and incentive funding to the grazingimthesiviary River
Catchment. The MRCCC delivers the Reef Pragrpartnership with the Gympie District Beef Liaison Grang the Burnett
Mary Regional Groutp assist graziers to adopt best land management practices that improve downstream water quality to mee
2013 Reef Plan targets.
Highlights of the year are:
Introduction to Grazing BMP field day, Woolooga, October 2034intly organised with the Gympie District Beef Liaison Group,
70 graziers attended a morning session introducing the new Grazing BMP program at the Woolooga Hall, and an afternoon fie
walk toshowcase a Reef Program-ground project at Argentum near Woolooga. The project at Argentum involved grazing land
type fencing and shifting cattle camps to ridgelines. During the afternoon field walk a session on how to use the Wegtern Ma
Catchments @&zing Land Type booklet was explained to participants.
Pasture plant identification field day, Ridgewood, March 201intly organised with Country Noosa, 30 graziers attended a
pasture plant identification field day at the Bellbird Homestead at Ridgewoo
Pasture plant identification field day, The Dawn, March 201¥ointly organised with Gympie District Landcare Group, 25 graziers
attended a pasture plant identification field day at The Dawn, near Gympie.
Forage budgeting@nd pastures field day, Glastbury, April 2015.Jointly organised with the Gympie District Beef Liaision
Group, 65 graziers attended a forage budgeting field day at Tressavale, Glastonbury. Participants were shown how & prepart
dry season forage budget, with tips provided by Bwedholder, Jim Viner, on his approach to forage budgeting for the winter dry
season.
Forage budgetingnd introduction to soil nutrition field day, Ridgewood, May 2015Jointly organised with Country Noosa, 30
graziers attended a forage budgeting fielaydvhere participants learnt how the steps required to prepare a forage budget
involving pasture cuts, drying etc at Bellbird Homestead, Ridgewood. A short introduction to soil nutrition was provaded, as
lead-in to a more indepth soil nutrition workshp.
Shifting cattle camps away from riparian zones and drainage lin&ssignificant focus of the project is to provide financial
incentives to shift cattle camps adjacent to riparian zones and drainage lines to appropriate sites higher in the laridgsape.
achieved on the ground through strategic stock water management by locating troughs and tanks high in the landscape, thus
creating new watering points and cattle camps distanced away from riparian zones and drainage lines. In doing so, the
accumuated manure from the new cattle camp is filtered through pasture before reaching the riparian zone or drainage line.
During 2014/15, 18 grazing enterprises were assisted by the Reef Program with technical advice and incentivéfioriing.
was given ton-ground projects that addressed:

9 riparian zone management

1 high sediment loads (districts identified by Sednet modelling)

2014/15 Reef Program grants 2014/15 inkind Multiplier
$121,000 incentive funding $160,000 grazier contributions $1 grant : $1.32nkind
$6,720 average grant $8,888 average inkincontribution

To date there have been 55 expressions of interest (EOI) forms received, with most carried over to 2015/16 because there wa
not enough incentive funding to accommodate all these projebtE G KS 9hL Q& NBOSA PSR lgdandR | (i S
riparian zone management.

% of Onground projects Reef Water Quality Grants eground project priority outcomes

targeting Reef Plan Outcomes
100 Improving downstream water quality
94 Cattlecamps shifted to hillslopdsy moving stock away from drainage lines
66 Improved riparian zone management through fencémgl watering points on hillslopes
60 Improved stock drinking water quality
51 Improved evenness of grazing; improved pastutiésation
28 Upgrading the reliability of supply of stock water
17 Improving wetland condition
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Forage budget field day at Ridgewood New cattle camp formed by a new tank and trou@tenbar

The grazing lands eground projectsvere approved by an independent assessment panel comprised of representatives from the
Gympie District Beef Liaison Group, Landcare and BMRG. The representatives were:

1. Wayne Carlsog Gympie District Beef Liaison Group

2. Phil Morang Noosa & Districtandcare Group

3. Mike Moller¢ BMRG.

Improved grazing land condition leads to greater pasture productivity and enterprise profitability, whilst reducing tlé loss
valuable sediments and nutrients from our grazing lands. Wetland systems such as a ¢pllabarshes and riparian zones will
be a particular focus due to their important function of filtering nutrients and sediments from the grazing landscape thejore
reach the river systems.

The 2014/15 financial year marks th® fear of joint Australia and Queensland Government funded Reef Program in the Mary
River Catchment. The 2015/16 financial year is the final year of the program that involves a partnership of MRCCC, BMRG,
Burnett Catchment Care Association, Qld Dairy Organisation, Maryborasiggnd Bundaberg Canegrowers.

Reef Program Expression of Interest (14/15)

B Munna & district
m Wide Bay Ck Catchment
m Widgee & Glastonbury Cks
E Tinana Ck Catchment
H Tiaro district
= Noosa hinterland
= Mary Valley
= Upper Mary
Gympie district
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Community Landcare Gramtd t NS LI NAy 3 (GKS 2 S&aid SNy
DN}TAYy3 [FYR ¢@L)S o0221fSi¢

Australian Government Community Landcare Grant funding was obtained in
2013 to prepare a grazing land type (GLT) bodkigjeting the beef grazing
industryfor the Munna, Wide Bay and Widgee scétichments, collectively
known as the Western Mary Catchments.

The Western Mary Catchment accounts for approximately 30% of the Mary
River Catchmensome980,000kn?.

The booklé follows on from the preparation of the Gympie District Grazing
Land Type booklet prepared in 2009 for the Mary Valley and east of Gympie
including the Noosa River catchmemt.booklet for theWestern Mary
Catchments was the missing link in regards td G&oklets, with the

adjoining Coastal and Inland Burnett GLT booklets prepared between 2005
and 2008.

Nine individual grazing land types were identified within the Western Mary
Catchment, each representing a combination of pasture, vegetation, soil and
geology that have distinctive pasture production characteristics.

By building capacity and awareness within the grazing community of the
different grazing land types, their production capabilities and sustainable
management, informed grazing management demis can be made. The
booklet will ensure that graziers are provided with the best available
information on pasture species and sustainable grazing management for the
land types represented on their property.

Conservation considerations were also inamgied in the grazing land type
information provided to increase awareness within the grazing community of
threatened specieand ecological communities.

The draft Western Mary Catchments GLT booklet was launched for public
comment in October 2014 at thé&/oolooga Grazing BMP field day to an
audience of 80 graziers. The use of the booklet was demonstrated in the
afternoon of this field day on a participating Reef Program project site. Th
booklet is available on the MRCCC website.
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program. The MRCCC has collaborated with the Australian
GovernmentDepartment ofEnvironmento develop a list of
proposed actions that aim to protect the fitarget speciesf the
plan as follows;

Above: George Cotter entertaining
participants at the Woolooga Grazing BMP
Field Day in October 2014

Below: George Mullan riparian fencing

project,Yengarie
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1. Mary Rivercod (Maccullochella mariensis)
2. Australianlungfish(Neoceratodus forsteri)
e T : 3. Mary Rivetturtle (Elusor macrurus)
Caitlin Mill JoyfuII_y aSS|s_t§ with photo point monitoring 4 Giant Barred frogMixophyes iteratus)
for bio-condition assessment )
5. Freshwatemullet (Myxus petardi)

This projecworks with iparian landholders who are protecting and restoring riparian zones that contain habitat ftartet
species.Activities of this project includeparian fencingo exclude stock from waterwayprovision ofoff-stream watemg

point, riparian revegetation and riparian weed control including viney weegtbidrol agent releases to encourage rainforest
regeneration. An important outcome of this mject is to increase community awareness of the threatened aquatic species and
their habitat, and to provide community support for improving riparian resilience.
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The project is targeting several demonstration reaches along the Mary River and tribatamtasing threatened species habitat
from Conondale tdvlaryboroughas follows:

Demmstration Reach Mary River | Mary River Australian | Giant Freshwater
cod turtle lungfish barredfrog | mullet
1 Mary River, Goomong V \% \% Likely
2 Mary River, Moy Pockéincluding Oaky Vv \% \Y, Likely
Creek)
3 Belli/Cedar Creeks Likely \Y%
4 .t O1FStt26Q4 |/ NBSY  Likely v
5 Mary River, Kenilworth Vv V \% Likely
6 Mary River, Conondale/Cambroon (includin V \% V \% Likely
| KAYFYlyQa [/ NBS{0
7 Mary River, Tiaro V V \% Likely
8 Mary River, Netherby \Y \% \Y, Likely
9 Cooroora Creek, Pomona \Y V
10 | Munna Creek Likely \ Likely
11 | Mary River, Maryborough Likely
12 | Widgee Creek \% \% \% Likely Likely
13 | Kandanga Creek Vv Likely Likely
14 | Glastonbury Creek Vv \
15 | Upper Tinana Creek V V \% \% Likely
16 | Six Mile/Pinbarren Creeks \ \% \%
17 | Mary River, Lagoon Pocket Vv \Y, \Y Likely
18 | Yabba Creek \Y \Y \Y Y, Likely
19 | Walli Creek Likely Likely Likely
20 | Obi Obi Creek \Y \Y Y, Likely
21 | Mary River, Gympie Vv vV \% Likely
22 | Wide Bay Creek \Y \Y \Y
In 2015, a Biodiversity Fund assessment panel was formed with the first B

meeting in March. Projects are collated by Project staff and presented to the

(Coordrnator Environmental Planniggsympie Regional Council) who assess --':L
the individual projectsor approval.

Biodiversity FundProject Highlights

Webb Parl¢ Widgee Creek:
Gympie andDistrict Landcare have been working hard on controlling the |
IGQa [ t+tg @GAYS AYyFSaidliarazy sA0GK
creek. This public council reserve is also a possible site for a communrty Va7 bAptL Y
tree planting in the near futureMany of tre larger trees are up on the hrgH o WeNeOL il ) ,
banks, buffered from the riparian zone by a wide grassy s&ifree planting in thrs area would bring together the two
smaller zones and create a wide riparian buffer with increased resilience.

W, St f I oBeli eky Q

¢KS aOLYy(deNBQa o0S3aly LINRP2SOG ¢2N)] F2f{t26Ay3 RAAGANND I Y
year. Their project commenced with weed control to help the recovery of the riparian zone as the canopy had opened up
They continued improvements with riparian fencing, followed by several revegetation projects. The projects have been
aimed at rehabilitatinghe area and creating a wide vegetated buffer to protect the creek into the futéicgoining

properties have also been involved in rehabilitating projects.
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Amajor aspect of the Biodiversity Fund project is release of biological controls for CatDGlmvandra unguisati) and

Madeira vine Anredera cordifolip These biological controls are sourced from Gympie and District Landcare and the Greater
Mary Association. In the 2014/2015 financial year there were no releases for Madeira vine and 155 bicetedis#gor Cats
Claw. Forty seven releasavere on new properties that had not had biocontrols befote.total these 155 releases consisted of
5560 jewel beetles, 11,585 tingids, 44 boxes of tingid infected plants and 1000 vine trimmings from tingid infectedlpleses.
releases have occurred in 17 of the 22 demonstration reaelgsh are the focus dhe Biodiversity Fund projectsThe highest
number of releases has been in the Glastonbury Creek area, Munna Creek, Moy Pocket, Gympie and Upper Tinana Creek.

This is the third year that jewel beetlddylaeogena jurecekhave been released and in sertocations they are showing signs of
severe damage to Cats Claw runners, denuding them of led\esjewel beetles are frequently found quite a distance from
where they were releasedOn several occasions, beetkggpear to have crossed the river ineseh of Cats Claw, popping ap
distances of around 1km from where they were releas8elvere damage to Cats Claw runnbes occurredn Pioneer Park in
Maryborough. The Greater Mary Association had released beetles about 700m away from this siteavnigr.

Tingids Carvalhotingis visenddave been around for much longer than the jewel beetl€key are also getting well established
Ay &a2YS f20FG4A2yad DEYLAS FyR 5AaGNROG [ YROI NB€haoligiah y I A F
good example of where tingids are spreading over an area of several metres in diamgertantly this site went under water
since the tingids were releade¢here and they have continued to flourish.

This year Steve Burgess and Ross Smittdfthe leaf tying mothHypocosmia pyrochromauringa monitoring visit to the

Munna Creek areaThis moth was releaskas a biological control for Cats Claw several years ago and it seemed to have
disappeared.The property it was found on this yearchaot been a past release site for the moth, so this is a promising sign that
they are out there still.

In the remaining stages of the Biodiversity FimelMRCCC aims to release as many biological controls for Cats Claw as possible
and hope to also be dbto release more beetle$ectonycha correntinao attack Madeira VineWe would like to acknowledge

the important role that the biocontrol facilities of Gymped Districi_andcare, Greater Mary Association and now, Noosa and
District Landaravill play in making these releases possible.
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