
Your Rights and Obligations under 
Queensland Land Access Laws 



 Click on the link below to access the 
Interactive Resource and Tenure Maps, 
Queensland Government, Department of 
Resource and Mines 

 

 https://webgis.dme.qld.gov.au/webgis/webq
min/viewer.htm 
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 ATP- Authority to Prospect 
 PP- prospecting Permit 
 EPC- Exploration Permit Coal  
 EPM- Exploration Permit Minerals 
 MDL- Mineral Development License 
 PL- Petroleum Lease 
 PPL- Petroleum Pipeline Lease 
 PFL- Petroleum Facility Lease 
 WRA- Water Related Activity 
 PSL- Petroleum Survey Lease 



 New land access laws came into effect on 29 
October 2010 for the Petroleum and Gas 
(Production and  Safety) Act 2004, Petroleum 
Act 1923, Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2009 
and Geothermal Energy Act  

 Review was undertaken in December 2012 

 Queensland Government is moving to 
“streamline’ mining lease notification and 
objection process- What will this mean? 

 





 Preliminary Activities- Walking the area, driving existing 
tracks or roads, taking soil and water samples, Geophysical 
surveying, aerial surveying, survey pegging 

 Preliminary Activities can not be undertaken on land of less 
then 100 hectares being used for farming, within 600 metres 
of a school or permanent residence or if activities affects 
lawful operations on organic farming systems 

 If your property is in one of these categories, the resource 
authority holder must negotiate a conduct and compensation 
agreement before entry and a Notice of intention to negotiate 
an agreement must be issued to you 



 Advanced Activities- site preparation, bulk 
sampling, excavations, vegetation clearing, 
construction, seismic survey using explosives, 
changing fence lines. 

 Depending on the type of Activity either a NOE to 
conduct Preliminary Activities or If the resource 
authority holder wishes to undertake advanced 
activities, they are required to provide a Notice of 
intention to negotiate an agreement to the 
landholder 



 Must be given to Landholder 10 days prior to 
entry 

 Must include the planned activities, land 
proposed to be entered, the period during 
which the land will be entered 

 Must also include the ATP holder contact 
details or an authorised proxy and be 
accompanied by the exploration tenement, 
land access code , relevant environmental 
authority and code of practise. 



 Once a tenure holder confirms  exploration is 
viable you will be served a Notice of Intention 
to negotiate an agreement 

 Before any activities begin a conduct and 
compensation agreement(or a deferral 
agreement) must have been agreed on 

 Or applied to the Land Court for a decision 
regarding compensation entitlement 



 If you believe a resource authority holder or 
their contractors/agents have breached the 
Land Access Code or supplied a deficient 
notice of entry, contact your local mining 
registrar 



Landholders are entitled to compensation for any ‘compensatable effects’ related to 
the impact of the  

activities on their business operations and land use.  

Compensation arrangements are established either through a Conduct and 
Compensation Agreement  

between the parties or, if agreement cannot be reached, by the Land Court. 

 

‘Compensatable effects’ are defined in resources legislation. In summary they include: 

1. deprivation of possession of land surface  

2. reduction in land value  

3. reduction in land use including reduced use that could be made through any 
improvements to it 

4. severance of any land from other parts of the land owned by the landholders 

5. any cost, damage or loss arising from activities carried out under the land surface 

6. accounting, legal or valuation costs reasonably incurred by the landholder to 
negotiate or prepare  

a Conduct and Compensation Agreement 

7. damages incurred by the landholder as a consequence of matters mentioned above. 

 





Under Queensland’s land access laws, companies 
are required to comply with mandatory provisions 
of the Land Access Code. The Land Access Code 
contains mandatory provisions for: 

 induction training 

 access points, roads and tracks 

 livestock and property 

 obligation to prevent spread of declared pests 

 camps 

 items brought on to land 

 gates, grids and fences. 



 A resource authority holder has the right to 
enter your property if they have served you 
an appropriate entry notice within 10 
business days before initial entry 

 It is deemed an offence for a landholder to 
obstruct a resource company in carrying out 
authorised activities or from entering or 
crossing land to undertake authorised 
activities 



 Any signed agreement will become a legally 
binding document that grants legal rights to 
others, and may also affect future property 
owners. 

 Legal Aid Queensland offers legal information, 
initial advice and referrals to landholders who 
have been approached by resource companies to 
enter their land and undertake resource 
activities. Legal Aid Queensland can help you 
understand your rights and entitlements and help 
you access a private legal firm to negotiate with 
resource companies. 





 97% of resource projects are never checked 
for compliance 

 33% of inspected Coal Seam Gas sites, the 
department was unable to confirm 
compliance 

 Government charges and holds insufficient 
financial assurance for mine “clean ups” 

 $250 million short on high risk projects alone 

 $1 billion required to rehabilitate 15000 
existing abandoned mines 



The Dee River near Mt 
Morgan –gold mine 
discharges have caused 
serious degradation of 
water quality.  



The Dee River near Delulu (approx 30 km downstream of the 
previous slide).  The water colour is due to dissolved heavy 
metals.  Water quality is still seriously degraded. 



Creek near Mt Isa impacted by heat mining – the bright blue colour is 
copper, which is highly toxic to all aquatic life.  



Chemicals used in the Resource Industry 



Chemicals used in the Resource Industry – cont’d 



Chemicals used in the Resource Industry – cont’d 



Chemicals used in the Resource Industry – cont’d 




