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Soil	health	brings	higher	returns
James and Cassandra Hansen
Dairy farmers, Boompa

We are biological and sustainable dairy 
farmers who have always been interested 
in sustainable farming and the impact of 
farming on the environment. Our farm 
has been dairy land for more than 100 
years and is situated in the district of 
Boompa, which is in the far western part 
of Woocoo Shire in the western catch-
ment of the Mary.
The property on which we dairy consists 
of 420 acres of blue gum and alluvial 
flats with three creek systems that merge 
within the boundaries. We run the farm 
together, and have five sons aged between 
17 and 8 years. James took over the 
farm in 1991 from his father, who had 
purchased the farm in 1970. 
For the past five years we have been 
learning about and implementing sus-
tainable farming practices, primarily 
concentrating on our soils –remineral-
ising and building soil carbon levels. 
We have completed courses held by the 
world’s leading biological and sustain-
able farming experts (such as Dr Arden 
Anderson, Phil Wheeler, Jerry Brunetti, 
Gary Zimmer and Graham Sait) and 
cannot say enough positive words about 
these knowledgeable people.
We have each attended biological farm 
tours in the USA which gave us an oppor-
tunity to see some of the best sustainable 
farming practices in the world. We made 
some mistakes while we were learning, 
but now we are confident about our deci-
sions and knowledge.

We are very aware of the negative impacts 
of pesticides and chemical-based fertilis-
ers on riparian systems, and believe that 
more education is needed in the farming 
community to prevent negative impacts 
from these products.
A few years ago we tried to rejuvenate a 
salt-affected area by fencing it and plant-
ing trees. We found that by just excluding 
stock and allowing grasses to grow up 
and die year after year we have increased 
organic matter and biological activity, 
and the salinity problem has receded. By 
coupling grass growth with tree planting, 
we feel we can solve long term salinity 
problems.

We applied for and were successful in 
obtaining a Western Mary Catchments 
Grazing Landcare Grant (dollar for 
dollar) through the Mary River Catch-
ment Co-ordinating Committee which, 
in our opinion, is a win/win situation for 
us, the committee, the community and the 
environment. (However, when applying 
for the grant we did find it difficult to 
estimate the costs of materials and labour, 
as this was a new process.)
With this grant funding and support from 
MRCCC, we are currently fencing off two 
kilometres of Ramsey Creek, which is a 
tributary of the Munna Creek. Our aim is 

...	Continued	on	Page	2

Wetlands rehabilitation site – salt water flows into this wash area from 
upstream, to the left of the photo.  [Photo: Cassandra Hansen]
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Deb Seal
Mary River Catchment
  Coordinating Committee

At the MRCCC’s AGM in October, Harry 
Jamieson was re-elected Chair for a third 
term. Guest Speaker Professor Jean Joss 

MRCCC	representatives
gave an illuminating presentation on her 
research into the Queensland Lungfish, 
and after lunch guests were invited to 
view the Riverwalk Project along the 
banks of the Mary River.
These are the MRCCC Delegates for the 
coming year:

INTEREST SECTOR DELEGATE
Beef/Grazing Harry Jamieson (Chair)
Dairying Rob Priebe
Dept of Natural Resources 
 & Water Alan Key
Dept of Primary Industries 
 & Fisheries Graeme Elphinstone
Education Mark Cridland
Environment Tim Thornton
Fishing Vince Collis
General Community, Lower James Hansen
General Community, Upper Dave Sands
Horticulture Jim Buchanan (Deputy Chair)
Irrigation Brian Thomas
Landcare, Lower Christopher DeVere
Landcare, Upper Phillip Moran
Local Government, Lower Cr Debbie Hawes
Local Government, Middle Cr Shane Jocumsen
Local Government, Upper  Cr Ray Kelly
Rural Women Rosemary Burnett
Sugar Trevor Crook
Life Member Margaret Thompson (Secretary)
Special Member Paul Marshall (Treasurer)
Special Member Nai Nai Bird
Special Member Lin Fairlie
Special Member Angus Hutton

In February 2008 the MRCCC is moving 
to the former Cooloola Shire Council 
depot in Tozer Park Road, Gympie. This 
is a temporary arrangement until the 
MRCCC can secure a permanent location 
to construct a Mary Catchment Resource 
and Environment Centre.
Negotiations are currently underway 
with Cooloola Shire Council to find a 
suitable location for a permanent Centre, 
which would be made possible through 
donations to the Mary Catchment Public 
Fund and through corporate sponsorship. 

MRCCC	on	the	move	again

In the meantime, all contact details will 
remain the same.

Soil	health	...
...	continued	from	page	1

to exclude stock access for the purpose of 
preventing erosion and increasing water 
quality. The two kilometres will also be 
revegetated to provide a wildlife corridor, 
thus enhancing the overall health of the 
creek system. 
When our landcare project is completed, 
we will hold field days with the MRCCC 
to highlight the benefits of such a project, 
as well as to promote sustainable agri-
culture. We hope to be leaders in the 
community when it comes to landcare 
and sustainable agriculture and welcome 
queries from farmers and the wider 
community. 
Like others in the district we are Water-
watch Volunteers.
We are experiencing the benefits that 
come from embracing sustainable farm-
ing and landcare practices. We are now 
passionate about healthy animals, healthy 
farming and rejuvenating the land. The 
switch to natural fertilisers has increased 
fodder yields, which has resulted in 
increased milk production. The health 
of our stock health has improved, and so 
have our finances.

Bottom-
breathing
turtles
The endangered Mary River Turtle has 
learned the perfect way to avoid being 
eaten: stay underwater. 
UQ PhD student Natalie Mathie has 
shown the turtle can stay submerged for 
at least three days, possibly up to a week 
in the right conditions. She has found 
that the Mary River Turtle, unlike most 
freshwater turtles, can extract about half 
of its oxygen requirements from river 
water using special sacs in its bottom.
She also tested the turtles’ performance 
in cooler and hotter temperatures and 
found that they didn’t adapt well to any 
temperature changes.
She is worried about how the planned 
Traveston Dam will change the Mary 
River landscape and damage essential 
turtle habitat.
Ms Mathie’s research has been supported 
by the local Tiaro Landcare group.
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Phillip Moran
Noosa Landcare Group

It has been a tough time in the south east 
of Queensland lately… roads, drought, 
dams and amalgamation. In November 
it will be two years since I received a 
notice in my letterbox advising me that 
the Bruce Highway upgrade would go 
straight through my property… the white 
line directly over my shed. Well, that was 
a big fight, and after much discussion 
with Main Roads a decision was arrived 
at… the road would follow the existing 
highway alignment. (I have to say that 
throughout these discussions Main Roads 
listened and communicated.)
Then our cheerful Premier announced 
the Traveston Dam, which put the road 
realignment back on the blackboard. And 
it is still there. 
Next was the amalgamation of Councils 
across the State. This has caused a great 

Why	do	we	do	it?
deal of heartache and confusion. In Noosa 
Shire I think we have a pretty good Coun-
cil, one that considers the environment, 
a fact which was reflected in the recent 
successful Biosphere nomination.
Yesterday afternoon I was home in day-
light for the first time in a month… and 
I went for a walk in the bush. 
Not far from my shed I saw a whole 
lot of butterflies. I knew what they 
were straight away. They were Caper 
Whites (Anaphaeis java teutonia). The 
larvae of this butterfly feed on species 
of Capparidaceae, which around here 
means Capparis arborea (Native Caper) 
and Capparis sarmentosa (Scrambling 
Caper). According to Wildlife of Greater 
Brisbane: ‘First stormy, hot weather of 
summer often coincides with migrations 
of adults which may persist for several 
days. At these times, enormous numbers 
sometimes aggregate on headlands before 
flying out to sea.’ I remember when I first 

bought my place; I walked down with my 
son Harry, who was about 6, to look at 
one of these Native Caper bushes which 
had heaps of White Caper larvae chewing 
on the leaves. We could actually hear the 
larvae chewing!
I walked back to my shed as the sun was 
setting. On my way I passed a Banana 
Bush covered in flower, with a delicate 
perfume wafting around it. Then I passed 
a White Cedar in full flower, again with 
an enchanting perfume. Caper White 
butterflies were zipping past me left and 
right. I stopped and turned around to 
face the bush… and I knew then ‘why 
we do it’. 
What a wonderful part of the world we 
live in. 
To each Land for Wildlife person, Nature 
Refuge person, Bushcarer, Council Envi-
ronmental Services person, and resident 
who loves and cares for our bush, thank 
you!

Dawn Forrer
‘Twitching for Mary’ Coordinator

On Sunday 7 October, 79 ‘twitchers’ sur-
veyed 37 properties along the Mary River 
from the Conondales to the sea, tallying 
the number of bird species that could be 
seen in 12 hours. 
A total of 192 bird species were observed, 
along with a large number of other fauna 
and flora species including insects, fish, 
mammals and reptiles. 
Species being considered in the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group’s Multi Species 
Recovery Planning Project (see page 
9 this issue) seen on the day were the 
Eastern Curlew, Grey-crowned Babbler 
and Queensland Lungfish.
Species identified by the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for Traveston 
Dam as significant fauna and seen by 
observers during ‘Twitching for Mary’ 
were the Grey Goshawk and the platypus. 
However, the Black-chinned Honeyeater 
(Rare), Grey Goshawk (Rare), Satin Fly-
catcher (Migrant), Spectacled Monarch 
(Migrant) and the White-bellied Sea-
Eagle (Migrant) were also seen. These 
species had been included in the draft 
EIS as Rare and Threatened Fauna Spe-

cies Potentially Occurring in the Stage 1 
& 2 areas of the proposed dam.
Unusual sightings included the Red-
backed Kingfisher, White-winged Triller 
and Yellow Wagtail. There were 1300 
bird observations, not including observa-
tions of the other 41 fauna species seen.
Glenda Pickersgill’s property at Kan-
danga hosted the winning team of Mike 
Ogden (from Canberra) and Robyn 

Rare	sightings	at	‘Twitching	for	Mary’

The Mary River on the day of ‘Twitching for Mary’. [Photo: Amelia Nielson]

Howard, Shirley Rooke and Gladys 
Carman (all of the Sunshine Coast), who 
saw 85 species of birds.
Many friends were made on the day. 
Many people also gained an understand-
ing of what could happen to these bird and 
other animal species if the central section 
of the river is flooded to build a dam. 
One owner commented, ‘I’m so pleased 
they enjoyed our special place.’



�

The COD Line

Regional	Ecosystems	on	your	
block
Roger Currie
Conservation Partnerships
  Officer
Maryborough City Council

When my wife Deirdre and I purchased 
our block in 1992 at Talegalla (on Tinana 
Creek), it was the 100 per cent remnant 
vegetation cover that said, ‘buy me’.
I was intrigued by how the vegetation 
near the house site was different from the 
vegetation across the creek. It wasn’t until 
Tony Van Kampen came and assessed the 
property for Land For Wildlife in 1996 
that the penny dropped and I realised I 
had three different ‘Regional Ecosystems’ 
on the property.
Tony talked about Land Zones, Geology 
and Regional Ecosystems, and how the 
vegetation along the creek and on the 
flood plain across the creek is ‘alluvial’, 
as opposed to the vegetation near the 
house which is ‘sedimentary’.
Being a bit of a nerdy Gemini, I had to 
find out more, so I got a degree in pro-
tected area management, taught myself 
GIS and completed my regional ecosys-
tems training assessment with QNRW 
and the QLD Herbarium, so I know a bit 
more now than I did in 1996.

Regional	Ecosystems
Let me give you an example: Lot 374 
MCH 2266 (a council reserve) and the 
adjoining Lot on the corner of Noosa 
Road and Shadbolt Street at Mothar 
Mountain is mapped as having Regional 
Ecosystem (RE) 12.11.16, which is 
described as 
‘Tall open forest of Eucalyptus cloeziana 
(Gympie messmate), E. propinqua (grey 
gum), E. acmenoides (stringy) and E. 
grandis (flooded gum)’.
This is what the code means:

12 means it is in the SEQ bioregion
11 means it is on the geology of meta-
sediments (Land Zone 11)
16 indicates it is the 16th RE listed (out 
of 23) on Land Zone 11.

Land	Zones
Now Land Zone 11 is the geology forma-
tion of meta-sediments, which are very 
old (Permian, 300 MYA) sedimentary 
deposits which have been metamor-

•
•

•

phosed (changed) by heating and com-
pression from subduction under the crust. 
This stuff is where the gold is, hence the 
‘Gympie meta-sediments’ and the ‘Kin 
Kin Beds’. The geology theory is that 
this stuff was washed off the old range, 
deposited in basins pushed off the east 
coast, then subducted under the shelf and 
shoved back up into south east Queens-
land. It would be what you sleep on every 
night if you lived in Shadbolt Rd. 
We use Land Zones because we can 
assign REs to the geology:

LZ 1 is marine (mangroves)
LZ 2 is sand deposits (Cooloola 
–Fraser Island dune systems)
LZ 3 is all the gullies, creeks and rivers, 
and flood plains etc (alluvials)
LZ 5 is sedimentary rock that has been 
severely depleted (red soils)
LZ 7 is duricrusted (chemically 
cemented) ironstone Cainozoic depo-
sitions (Kingaroy peanut ferrosols)
LZ 8 is Cainozoic igneous (Glass-
house Mountains basalts)
LZ 9/10 is Jurassic/Cretaceous sedi-
mentary rock (Moreton /Marybor-
ough coal basins)
LZ 12 is Mesozoic to Proterozoic 
igneous rocks (granites, gabbros, dol-
erites, granodiorites and volcanics).

Soils
The soils in each Land Zone derive from 
the geology. LZ 3 usually contains allu-
vial soil types, which can be very good 
loams (river/creek) or seasonally water-
logged hydrosols with saline water tables, 
depending on the parent rock material. 
The granites (LZ 12) can produce good 
sandy loamy soils (Stanthorpe vegies 
and apples), and LZ 11 and LZ 9/10 can 
produce texture contrast soils which can 
be highly erosive due to high sodium 
content. 

Mapping	your	LZs	&	REs
You can find your local geology by down-
loading the Moreton Basin or Mary Basin 
1:250,000 scale geology sheets from 

www.geoscience.gov.au
and clicking on 

1:250K Geological Maps
Click on the sheet where you live and you 
will be able to locate your geology. 
Then you can get an EPA remnant vegeta-
tion map for your property by going to 

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

www.epa.qld.gov.au
then following the prompts through 

Nature Conservation
Biodiversity

Regional Ecosystems
Introduction & Status

Regional Ecosystem Map (on the 
right of the screen this time)

and providing your lot & plan numbers.
When you have done that, you can down-
load the Regional Ecosystems Descrip-
tions Database (REDD), which gives you 
a description of every RE in Queensland. 
Again at the EPA website, follow the 
same prompts as above as far as Regional 
Ecosystems and then click on

How to download REDD
Another good investment is to contact 
QNRW to ask for a DVD or CD of any 
Soil Suitability Surveys which have been 
done for your area. These are very com-
prehensive and contain massive amounts 
of interesting info about the geology that 
soil types on your property come from. 
They even tell you which type of vegeta-
tion is usually found on the soil type.
With all this information, you should be 
well on your way to understanding why 
the blue gums (E. tereticornis) growing in 
the gully are a different system from the 
stringys (E. acmeniodes) up the hill!
For more information, contact Roger 
Currie on 4190 5800 ext 806 or 0448 
010 786 or email 

roger.currie@maryborough.qld.gov.au

This map shows the geology of our 
example on Mothar Mountain: LZ 3 
alluvials, LZ 12 granites and LZ 11 
meta-sediments.
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Just	what	the	doctor	ordered!
Brad Wedlock
Mary River Catchment
  Coordinating Committee

Each October, during Water Week, the 
MRCCC conducts its annual Catchment 
Crawl of the Mary River.
For the last six years, the MRCCC has 
tested the water at 14 freshwater sites 
from the upper Mary River (above 
Conondale) to the Mary River barrage 
at the same time of year, almost to the 
hour!
During the October 2006 Catchment 
Crawl the Mary River was dying. There 
was virtually no flow in the river (the 
river actually stopped flowing at Miva), 
there were massive rafts of aquatic weeds 
(hyacinth and salvinia) choking the river, 
there were large quantities of fish dying 
throughout the river, and salinity levels 
were rocketing past guideline levels. 
Basically the Mary River was a mess. But 
was this a snapshot of the future health 
of the Mary River with Traveston Cross-
ing Dam and further water infrastructure 
development? 
Twelve months on, the comparison 
between the health of the river during the 
October 2006 and October 2007 Crawls 
couldn’t be anymore stark.
Today, the Mary River is flowing well 
(approximately 100 megalitres per day 
at the gauging stations during the crawl,  
compared to virtually zero flow last year). 

Salinity levels have dropped to accept-
able levels, the massive aquatic weed 
rafts have gone, and fish kills aren’t as 
prevalent.
So what changed between October 2006 
and October 2007? An unprecedented 
August 2007 flushing flow was the good 
medicine that the river needed to kick 
back into life.
Flushing flows every one to three years 
are essential for the health of the Mary 
River. These regular flushes provide 
spawning cues for freshwater and estua-

rine fish species, reduce salinity levels, 
and importantly keep aquatic weed infes-
tations down in the river. 
The August flushing flow ripped out 
masses of aquatic weeds – namely 
dense waterweed, salvinia and hyacinth 
– which were then caught in the riparian 
vegetation where the weed died. If one 
was to estimate how much it would cost 
to harvest this quantity of aquatic weed, 
it would cost millions – and the flushing 
flow in August did all this good work 
for free!

Six kilometres of hyacinth choking the Mary River downstream of Gympie in 
June 2007, before the flushing flow in August. [Photo: Steve Burgess]

Kevin Dailly
Biological Control Operations
Gympie Landcare Group

Test releases of the tingid bug for the 
control of cats claw creeper have been 
conducted throughout Queensland. 
Releases have been carried out from 
Noosa to Calliope, and include sites 
within Cooloola Shire. 
Preliminary results are exciting and 
appear very promising, with insects 
migrating readily from original host 
plants to new undamaged foliage.
We envisage that private landholders 
from our database will be invited to 
participate in the program with releases 
commencing in January 2008.

Cats	claw	bugs	ready
Those who participate will receive an 
initial assessment visit during which a 
suitable release site will be selected. The 
insects will be released during a second 
visit, and at least two further visits will 
take place during the following year for 
monitoring and evaluation. 
Funding from BMRG is being utilised to 
subsidise the cost to private landholders. 
The actual charges to private landholders 
will be $300 for the first release site and 
a further $100 for a second or subsequent 
site on the same parcel of land.
If you would like to be included in the 
database of interested private landhold-
ers or would like further information, 
phone Kevin Dailly on 5483 8866 or 
0417 724 542.

Correction
In the previous issue, a photo of the tingid 
bug was incorrectly attributed. 
The CodLine thanks Alan 
Fletcher Research Station, DPI&F 
Biosecurity, for these photos of the 
tingid bug (new adults and nymphs, 
above).
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Zela Bissett
Sisters of Mary

In September 2007 I presented a paper at 
the 10th International River Symposium, 
held in Brisbane as part of the River Fes-
tival, on site-specific art projects which 
took place on the Mary River during 2004 
and 2005. 
The River Symposium was attended by 
more than 800 scientists, economists, 
engineers, resource managers and policy 
makers from 57 nations. 
Bathing with Mary (2004), an experi-
ence of art works set by the path along 
the river near Federal, dealt with some 
very prescient issues including loss of 
rainfall, endangered species, and exotic 
weeds. It was a seminal experience for 
many viewers: 

I believe my awareness became 
stronger and more conscious. I real-
ised much more clearly how rivers are 
the life-blood of catchments and that 
we are all directly dependent on them 
for survival.

During Farming with Mary (2005), host 
families in the Mary Valley provided 
homes for 10 international artists who 
produced site-specific artworks on 
their properties. The whole experience 
seems to have been extremely liberat-
ing and consciousness-raising for the 
host families and their neighbours and 
friends. Councillor Jan Watt remarked 
on the success of the project in building 
social capital:

A comment from the visiting interna-
tional artists … related to the incred-
ibly strong feel of ‘community’ that 
they had all experienced in the Valley 
and one which they had not experi-
enced in other places.

Who could have guessed that only one 
year later, this close-knit community 
would be torn apart by the Traveston 
Crossing Dam proposal? Significantly, 
a number of the erstwhile hosts are now 
pivotal in the campaign to save their river 
and their valley.
As early as Bathing with Mary, an 
organiser from Landcare, which was a 
sponsoring group, noted that ‘the project 
has created some good networks/linkages 
that assist with planning and information 

dissemination.’ Similarly, a Farming with 
Mary host, now involved with the Save 
the Mary, observes, 

I have been amazed by the way the 
campaign has united people of very 
different basic political affiliations 
and has been inclusive across all ages 
and across a range of very different … 
social outlooks. 

My talk at the River Symposium brought 
the threat to the Mary home to a much 
wider national and international audience. 
The last speaker on my panel, Krishnan, 
touched on the tragic damming of the 
Narmada River, one of the seven sacred 
rivers of northern India. 

A dominant theme flowing (excuse the 
pun) through the sessions I attended was 
the widespread over-allocation of rivers 
in many parts of the world. We saw tragic 
results from inadequate environmental 
flows in rivers in the USA which in some 
cases have absolutely dried out.
At the conclusion of the River Sympo-
sium, the ‘Brisbane Declaration’ was 
adopted. This declaration presents sum-
mary findings and a global action agenda 
that addresses the urgent need to protect 
rivers globally.
If you would like a copy of the Brisbane 
Declaration, email Zela at 

zela@spiderweb.com.au

Sister	of	Mary	addresses
		River	Symposium

Reviewer: Ian Mackay

Written as a collaborative effort by a team 
of writers commissioned by the Queens-
land Government, the sheer volume of 
the ‘The Traveston Crossing Dam Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement’ seems 
to have ‘shock and awe’ if not ‘block-
buster’ written all over it.
Weighing in at a hearty 15 kg, the 1600 
page document comes with the optional 
extra of two volumes of technical reports 
– ideal for those who love ‘facts’.
Suggested prior reading is the transcripts 
and final report of the Senate Enquiry into 
the Traveston Crossing Dam but therein 
lies a conundrum. The two works travel 
much the same territory but reach 
totally different conclusions.
This raises the interesting problem of 
categorising the latest tome. Initial indi-
cations were that it was non-fiction but 
various reviewers are starting to lean 
toward a fiction tag, or at best perhaps, 
faction. One can sympathise with this 
re-classification. Having found two obvi-
ous errors in as many pages, one starts to 
question the validity of assumptions.
Why, for example, would the dam expe-
rience a lower rate of evaporation than 
nearby Borumba Dam when it is much 
shallower and far more exposed? Having 

BOOK	REVIEW
DRAFT	ENVIRONMENTAL	IMPACT	STATEMENT	FOR	
TRAVESTON	CROSSING	DAM

failed to demonstrate the veracity of their 
figure, the authors nonetheless continue 
to use it, and subsequent calculations 
should be taken with a grain of salt.
Speaking of which, the National Salinity 
Action Plan identified the area as having 
high potential for salinity problems and 
farmers have been advised not to build 
any substantial dams on their properties. 
Perhaps being a government project 
makes it exempt from salinity effects.
The section on lungfish certainly points 
towards a fiction tag. To suggest lungfish 
are ‘a healthy population’ and ‘ not at risk 
of extinction’ seems at odds with their 
federal classification as ‘vulnerable’. The 
major threatening factor is the loss of 
breeding habitat and the ‘vulnerable’ clas-
sification was bestowed on them before 
Paradise Dam further reduced habitat. 
The section on turtles raises the possibil-
ity that this tome belongs in the ‘fantasy’ 
genre: ‘The turtle ramp will be a world 
first’, which would appear to be a Smart 
State way of saying that ‘we haven’t tried 
this before and it mightn’t work’. How-
ever, the fallback method of ‘catch and 
carry’ should be viewed as reassuring. 
Arguments presented persuasively by 
the authors need to be very closely 
scrutinised. For instance, seeking to

...	Continued	on	Page	9
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Lee Daffin
Landholder, Conondale

Six years ago my wife and I were sitting 
in our one room flat in Sydney wondering 
how we could afford to buy a small unit. 
Prices were skyrocketing and already 
out of our reach. Gabby had lived near 
Maleny in the early 1990s; perhaps we 
could still get our foot in the door there.
I figured that if we were going to have a 
mortgage for 30 years, the property would 
have to be something really special, a 
unique environment. We considered the 
pros and cons of properties we found on 
the internet and developed a list of what 
we wanted in our ideal property.
In mid 2002 I flew to Queensland alone 
as Gabby was eight months pregnant with 
our first child. After looking at 12 proper-
ties, none of which felt right or fitted our 
criteria, the real estate agent said, ‘There 
is only one more I can show you’. The 
last one was a 17-acre property near 
the end of Harpers Creek Road. It had 
everything on our list: acreage, privacy, 
trees and a creek. Within the hour I had 
signed the papers. 
In late 2006, after renting next door and 
owner-building our home for just over 12 
months, Gabby and I moved in with our 
two children and I opened my chiroprac-
tic practice. Finally we were living and 
working in a beautiful environment. 
Driving around the district I’d been 
seeing ‘Land for Wildlife’ signs on peo-
ple’s gates. I contacted Nick Clancy, Land 
for Wildlife Officer at Caloundra City 
Council, and organised a time for him to 
inspect our property.
After we had walked around the land he 
said, ‘We would be happy to have your 
property in the Land for Wildlife pro-
gram’. We sat down to do the paperwork 
and I mentioned how nice it was to see the 
black cockatoos with the red tails sitting 
in the trees just outside our back door, 
eating for hours at a time…
‘Please show me where you have seen 
these birds!’ said Nick. 
Nick picked up lots of chewed sheoak 
cones from under the trees where the 
cockatoos feed. Then he told me about 
how threatened these Glossy Black-
Cockatoos are. It made my day to think 
these birds like to come and eat from trees 
on our property. 

Heaven	in	the	hills

Nick left me a folder with a map of the 
property and lots of valuable information. 
Over the next few months I read the Land 
for Wildlife newsletters and handouts. I 
used the methods outlined to identify and 
manage the weeds where I had disturbed 
the land to build my home. 
The stories about revegetation most 
inspired and motivated me. I found it 
empowering to read about the work pri-
vate landowners are carrying out, people 
who respect the presence of native flora 
and fauna. It opened my eyes to the pos-
sibility of creating something special on 
my property for the future.
An article in the Land for Wildlife news-
letter about ‘private land conservation 
options’ finally convinced me to take the 
step of protecting what I have around me 
for the long term. Nick and I discussed the 
possibility of creating a Voluntary Con-
servation Agreement with the council. 
Nick starting organising meetings at the 
property. The conservation boundaries 
were surveyed and an Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) created. The 
EMP is such an important tool. The VCA 
was designed to take into account my 
future plans for development on the prop-
erty. The two exclusion zones will allow 
nature and development to coexist.
Now, 12 months later, all the paperwork 
has been finalised and we have created a 
VCA on the property. Now I have a block 
of land that is protected by law and man-
aged by people who actually know what 
they are doing. I am convinced we will 

create faster and more positive changes 
to the landscape with a VCA in place. It’s 
a win–win for all involved.
Our property is part of the ‘Harper Creek, 
north–south cross valley floor wildlife 
corridor’. On an aerial photo, it’s clear 
that this is one of the few places along 
Harper Creek where the forest extends 
down from the hills and approaches the 
creek from both sides. My part of the 
corridor is now totally protected. 
My long-term goal is to regenerate the 
ecosystem back into a more natural 
state. I am under no illusions; I expect it 
to be a slow and physically demanding 
undertaking. However, with the guidance 
and expertise available through Land 
for Wildlife, it is totally achievable. The 
funding and labour support will help too. 
The only thing stopping me from working 
on my dream every day is the reality of 
making a living. 
As modern humans we are conditioned 
to expect everything here and now. But 
a mature rainforest is something that 
money just can’t buy and freight in 
tomorrow. It is exciting to live near wild 
animals living their natural life cycles. 
I would encourage any landholder not 
already involved in the Land for Wildlife 
program to consider it. You have nothing 
to lose and everything to gain.
For more info on Land for Wildlife and 
VCAs in Caloundra City phone Nick 
Clancy on 5439 6433.
More info on Glossy Black-Cockatoos is 
available at www.glossyblack.org.au

Glossy Black-Cockatoos nesting in an old dead tree with hollows near the 
Glasshouse Mountains. [Photo by Adrian Webb]
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Phillip Moran
Noosa Landcare Group

Egeria densa (also called dense water-
weed and, erroneously, leafy elodea) 
is becoming a serious aquatic weed in 
our local waterways. This submerged, 
attached aquatic plant is native to South 
America. (Sounds familiar!) 
It is established in many of our local 
creeks including the Obi Obi, Moggill 
Creek and Kin Kin Creek to name just a 
few. It is one of the few aquatic plants that 
can live quite happily in flowing water, 
unlike that other menace Cabomba caro-
liniana (fanwort). Egeria can form dense 
submerged masses and quickly clog 
waterways and impoundments. As with 
other aquatic weeds, these masses have 
a negative effect on Dissolved Oxygen 
levels. This can lead to fish kills. 
Egeria is unlike Cabomba in that it 
is not declared at all in Queensland, 
whereas Cabomba is a Class 2 Pest 
Plant under Queensland’s Land Protec-
tion Act 2002. In fact Egeria is sold by 
most aquarium shops in Queensland and 
accounts for approximately 30–40% of 

The	Egeria	monster
all aquarium plant sales. It is often sold 
as Elodea, which is actually the name 
of another genus of plant altogether: 
Elodea canadensis, not that common 
in Queensland, is found further south. 
Hydrilla verticillata, or Hydrilla, is a 
native aquatic plant that is sometimes 
confused with Egeria. The three plants 
look similar. 
Discussions are being held with the State 
Government with a view to listing Egeria 
as a Class 3 Pest Plant in Queensland. 
This would mean that it would be illegal 
to sell Egeria. Discussions are also being 
held with the aquarium industry, as dec-
laration of Egeria may create a ‘vacuum’ 
in the market and with it the risk of intro-
ducing another potential weed. These 
discussions are being led by the National 
Aquatic Weed Management Group.
Egeria was declared in New South Wales 
earlier this year. It is now a Control Class 
5 noxious weed, which means that it 
cannot be sold in that State. 
As with most aquatic weeds however, 
Egeria is very difficult, if not impossible, 
to control. Currently there is no way to 

deal with Egeria apart from mechanical 
removal. Given that it reproduces readily 
from segments, mechanical removal may 
spread the weed further. Egeria is already 
established in many of our creeks, and is 
considered to be a severe threat to our 
aquatic ecosystems.

Egeria densa 
 [Photo source: Wikipedia]

Vince Collis
Noosa District Community
  Hatchery Association

Q: How do you get a large boat into a 
small hole? A: With great difficulty!
Well, it was pretty hectic over Christmas 
and into the breeding season getting the 
building back into an operational state 
after the storm.
We started the season with two pair of 
fish; one pair bred, so we do have some 
fingerlings to show for all the work that 
went into the place.
Last month (October 2007) we had a fish 
kill at the outflow of Lake Macdonald. A 
lot of bass died. We netted as many fish as 
we could out of the hole at the base of the 
dam wall. Then we contacted the DPI&F 
who sent the electrofishing crew up to 
help clear out the rest of the live fish.
The result was we got three lungfish and 
a lot more bass, all of which were put 
back into the dam, as well as three Mary 
River cod. (Now the environmental flow 

Hatchery	Happenings

is running again, the lungfish are back 
in the hole.)
The cod were taken back to the hatchery.  
Unfortunately one of the cod died, the 
autopsy revealing a large blood clot in its 
main artery. The remaining two fish are 

DPI&F staff putting the electrofisher into the water below the Lake Macdonald 
dam wall. [Photo: Vince Collis]

settling in very nicely at ‘Cod Hilton’.
We are hoping to demolish the existing 
shed at the end of December and have 
the new shed operational by March 2008. 
Thanks to all the people who have helped 
us to get the hatchery working again.
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More than 130 plant and animal species 
identified as being ‘at risk’ in the Bur-
nett Mary region have a good chance of 
being recovered and the rich biological 
diversity of the area maintained into the 
future if appropriate actions are under-
taken soon. These species are under 
threat from factors as diverse as urban 
development, weeds, feral animals and 
climate change.
To achieve this goal, a Burnett Mary 
Regional Group (BMRG) Project Team 
is developing a multi-species action plan 
to ensure that future on-ground works 
benefit as many species as possible. The 
Threatened Species Unit of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and WWF also 
contribute to the project steering group.
Community input is needed to paint the 
best picture of where the target species 
occur now and in the past. With this 
information, key habitat will be mapped, 
considering all known life stage require-
ments of these species. From this, the 
highest priority actions needed for species 
preservation in the Burnett Mary Region 
will be identified and refined.

Regional	Project	Team	contacts:
Ashley Bunce North Burnett & North Bundaberg areas 4970 7285
Caroline Haskard Central & South Burnett 4163 5090
Ann Moran Bundaberg South & Mary Catchment 5448 4547
Kevin Wormington Bundaberg & Great Sandy Strait 4150 7014

Regional	Coordinator
Rachel Lyons Office base at Pomona 0429 462 040

Sightings	needed
for	Multi	Species	Recovery	Planning	Project

Rachel Lyons, Burnett Mary Regional Group

Book	Review
...continued	from	page	6

Traveston	Dam	EIS
demonstrate that the Mary is a better 
catchment than the adjoining Stanley/ 
Brisbane River system, the authors cite 
high rainfall stats from Crohamhurst 
Observatory and attribute them to the 
upper Mary. Crohamhurst, near Peaches-
ter, is actually in the Somerset/ Wivenhoe 
dam system and, in 1893, did record the 
state’s highest 24 hour rainfall reading. 
When challenged about this geographi-
cal anomaly, Infrastructure Minister Paul 
Lucas claimed ‘Traveston Crossing Dam 
would be 50 km from the coast whereas 
Wivenhoe is more than 200 km from the 
coast’. Truth seems to run a poor second 
in such matters; Traveston is about 40 km 
from the coast and Wivenhoe about 50. 
And I do wonder why many of the cal-
culations were made on the assumption 
of ‘no climate change’.
Residents in the Mary Valley will surely 
be horrified to see their fighting response 
placed in a column of positives for the 
project. These ‘positive’ attributes include 
that ‘people have been more motivated to 
become involved in community activi-
ties’ and have formed new community 
organisations and networks.
As to rave reviews, I’ve yet to hear any. 
Liberal Senator Ian Macdonald who was 
part of the Senate Enquiry described 
it as ‘a disgrace’ while Greens Senate 
candidate Larissa Waters labelled it ‘a 
Clayton’s EIS.’ Hardly a ‘must read’, yet 
dam opponents have little choice.
But get cracking. Submissions must be 
in by DECEMBER 3 and the authors 
are reluctant to extend the deadline.

Rehabilitation of riparian rainforests in endangered regional 
ecosystems will be the focus of a new project for the upper Mary 
River catchment.
The following Regional Ecosystems will be targeted: RE 12.3.1 
(creeks with Waterhousia floribunda as a dominant species) and 
RE 12.3.2 (creeks with Eucalyptus grandis as a dominant species).  
(See the article on page 4 about identifying REs.)
A consortium of partners including the Mary River Catchment 
Coordinating Committee and the Noosa, Barung and Gympie 
Landcare groups will be assisting landholders in the upper Mary 
who are interested in rehabilitating these ecosystems where they 
occur on their land. Funding for the program has been provided 
by the SEQ Rainforest Recovery Programme, (WWF and the 

Rainforest	Recovery	funding
Burnett-Mary Regional Group) and the Australian Government 
Envirofund.
Interested landholders will have access to species identification 
and seed collecting workshops and field days about looking after 
these ecosystems. One demonstration site will be set up in the 
area of each Landcare group.
If you think you have areas matching these descriptions and you 
are interested in doing rehabilitation works, please contact:

Phillip Moran Noosa Landcare 5485 2155
John Muir Barung Landcare 5494 3151 
Paul Marshall Gympie Landcare 5483 8866
or email the MRCCC at mrccc@ozwide.net.au

To view the full list of species under 
consideration, and to submit information 
online about these species, go to
www.bmrg.org.au/information.php/2/�0

Hardcopy form are available too. You are 
also encouraged to contact the project 
team members directly to discuss or 
contribute information.

Lasiopetalum sp Proston 
 [Photo: Anne Windsor]
Mixophyes iteratus 
 [Photo: Hal Cogger]
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Fraser	Coast	Primary	schools	
splash	out	for	Water	Wisdom
Andrew Rickert
Coastal Water Quality Alliance
  Officer
Wide Bay Water Corporation

Thanks to an initiative between Burnett 
Mary Regional Group and Wide Bay 
Water Corporation, National Water Week 
for 2007 was packed with exciting wet 
wonders for over 400 primary school 
students, teachers and parents and spe-
cial needs adults on the Fraser Coast. 
Participants were treated to a variety of 
water-related educational activities, with 
the chief focus being to make the event a 
fun and memorable day out for all! 
Two catchment health activities were 
conducted to broaden awareness about 
the relationship between our land and 
land use and the impact this has on the 
health of our aquatic and marine ecosys-
tems. Firstly, participants were taken on 
a hypothetical catchment journey down 
the Mary River looking at the cumulative 
impact of various land use practices. This 
was done by adding a range of contami-
nants to a clean water sample and examin-
ing the physical and chemical degradation 
of the water. Secondly, macroinvertebrate 
communities were examined as indicators 
of catchment health. Students caught and 
identified water bugs and then rated the 
health of the water body according to the 
species diversity. Biological indicators 
such as these are becoming increasingly 
recognised as important water quality 
measures.
Water conservation was also on the 
agenda with two activities focussing on 

water wise practices. Participants exam-
ined the water cycle by building their 
own miniature terrarium and discussing 
the cycling of water as it occurs in our 
own atmosphere. The message here was 
that water recycling has occurred on the 
grand scale for billions of years and we 
must look after our ecosystems to pro-
vide this service into the future. Students 
were also treated to ‘turn off the tap’ skit 
whilst enjoying a sausage sizzle lunch. 
This presentation exemplified the adverse 
environmental impacts of careless water 
ab-usage! 
On a wetland walk students examined 
aspects of the food chain in a wetland and 
the crucial functions that wetlands play in 
improving the quality of water that flows 
through them.
All in all, the take-home message was that 
many activities in human society have 
the potential for adverse impacts on our 
waterways, and that this can ultimately 
compromise our own quality of life. We 
all need clean water to survive and most 
of us recognise our waterways for their 
recreational, cultural and aesthetic values, 
so it is imperative we conserve and pro-
tect the delicate ecosystem balance that 
keeps us alive!
As Coastal Water Quality Alliance Officer 
and coordinator of the Water Week Fun 
Day 2007, I am a strong advocate of 
environmental education and awareness 
programs such as this. We can’t under-
estimate the importance of bestowing 
environmentally responsible attitudes and 
beliefs amongst our younger generation. 
They are gifted with the unique ability 

to remould the wayward habits of their 
families and friends and will soon grow to 
be the future custodians of our planet.
I would like to thank all the helpers and 
sponsors on the day including Burnett 
Mary Regional Group, Wide Bay Water 
Corporation, Wildlife Preservation 
Society – Fraser Coast, Hervey Bay City 
Council, Green Corps, Mary River Catch-
ment Coordinating Committee, Fraser 
Lions Club, Bunnings, Beach House 
Hotel, Kawungan Quality Meats, Kawun-
gan Bakery, all the Primary Schools 
involved and Wide Bay TAFE.

Students from Pialba State School 
(above) and Star of the Sea Primary 
School (below left) enjoying Water 
Week 2007 activities.

[Photos courtesy of Wide Bay Water]

Are you out and about on the 
Mary River and her streams? 
An on-line community forum 
has been set up by the Mary 
River Catchment Coordinating 
Committee to record observa-
tions of events in the streams of 
the Mary catchment – fish kills, 
weed infestations, interesting 
fauna activity etc. 

Wanted:		River	observations
Log on to 

www.mrccc.org.au/
wwwwatch

By sharing information in this 
way, the people and organisa-
tions who care for the river will 
gain a more complete picture 
of conditions, which will hope-
fully result in more effective 
responses to issues that arise.
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Tracey Lewis
Maleny

1. Cut a 7 cm square from thin card.

2. Fold square in half.

3. Cut as shown, to separate two 
triangles.

4. Using tape, attach the triangles to 
the other end of the card.

5. Cut a fin from the bottom 
 of the tile, and attach to the top.

6. You have your basic fish tile! 

7. Trace around your tile to duplicate 
and slot your fish together. 
Decorate as you like.

Create	your	own	‘Escher’	
	 	 tessellated	fish	design

Other	designs	to	copy	and	extend:

Examples:
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