Find a Frog in February – 2019 Report
Prepared by the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee
BACKGROUND
2019 is the third year for the MRCCC’s Find a
Frog in February (FFF) citizen science
program that collects frog records form the
community during the month of February. It
is delivered to the community of the Mary River catchment as well as the
Noosa and Burrum River and coastal catchment in between (see map). This
area is administered by four local Councils; Sunshine Coast, Noosa, Gympie
and Fraser Coast. The program targets the whole community through
widespread media items, displays, meetings, workshops and school
notifications.
DELIVERY OF THE 2019 FFF PROGRAM
The following components of the program were highlighted during FFF 2018
and addressed in planning and delivery of FFF 2019 by the MRCCC staff,
external technical assistance and community members, groups, and
government agencies:
• Ensure adequate staffing resources are available by October 2018.
• Further improve web site.
• Start communication with schools in October 2018
• Focus attention on Western catchment, Coastal catchments, Sunshine
Coast hinterland.
• Further develop a frog module that teachers can easily deliver at the
start of the year.
• Follow up more with schools after sending out material and the
invitation to participate.
• Increase number of workshops delivered to two per Shire and two
school talks.
• Direct involvement with schools that have previously participated in
FFF or shown an interest.
• Redesign flyers and workshop notices so that they are more visible
and receive more attention.
• Investigate possibilities with the Australian Museum FrogID unit to
share their data submission platform to increase participation and
reduce data management time.
• Collaborate with the Australian Museum and WildNet database staff
to ensure data can be effectively shared between the two
organisations.
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Components not addressed:
• Continue collaboration with other frog data collection programs (besides FrogID) around Australia.
• Increase engagement with Council officers leading up to the program start date to increase
involvement of the community (This occurred with Sunshine Coast and Fraser Coast Councils but not
Noosa and Gympie Councils).
Activities of FFF 2019
•
•

•

Re-invigoration of logo, website, media and support material.
Development of primary Years 1-7 frog module that can be delivered over 4 weeks. This was co-developed
with Jean Pink, science teacher at James Nash State High School, with support from Barambah
Environmental Educational Centre. It is available to all Queensland teachers via the EdStudio portal.
Displays, workshops and school presentations as follows:

Table 1. Workshop and presentations delivered and participant numbers

Shire
Sunshine Coast
Sunshine Coast

Event
Conondale Hall workshop and survey
Maleny River School – class presentation

Sunshine Coast

Maleny River School – short presentation
and frog survey
Sunshine Coast Council ‘Curious Creatures’
Children’s holiday program – Maroochy
Botanic Gardens
Mimburi Outdoor Education Centre (Noosa
District State High School)
Noosa Pengari Steiner School – class
presentation and survey
Noosa Biosphere Day, Kin Kin – stall
Noosa Historical Society, Pomona –
presentation
Noosa Parks Association – presentation
Noosa and District Landcare – workshop and
survey
Pomona State School – presentation
Koala treeplant and frog workshop/survey at
Tagaigan Creek, Goomboorian
Mary River Festival – presentation
Hervey Bay – Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland – workshop and survey at
Dundowran
Workshop and survey at Teebar Hall and
Munna Creek
Workshop and survey at Bauple Hall and
Scrub Turkey Creek
Mungar State School – whole of school
presentation
Tinana State School – STEAM educational
rotation event
18 events

Sunshine Coast

Sunshine Coast and Noosa
Sunshine Coast and Noosa
Noosa
Noosa
Noosa
Noosa
Noosa
Gympie
Gympie
Fraser Coast

Fraser Coast
Fraser Coast
Fraser Coast
Fraser Coast
Totals

Participants
19
Year 5 students x 20
Adults x 2
Prep to year 6 Students and
Adults x 90
Children and parents x 40

Year 7 students x 17
Adults x 5
Year 5 students x 60
Adults x 5
100
10
90
36
Prep and year 2 x 75
14
20
8

8
50
45 (P-6) students and 5
adults
100 students and 6 adults
411 workshop attendees
100 Field day observers
317 student attendees

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Media releases x 2 to ~1000 people and 220 entities.
School notices for inclusion in newsletters and to inform teachers of available resources x 3
MRCCC Facebook posts x 37 (154,350 reached, 3,107 likes, comments and shares, 7,951 post clicks
Find a Frog in February Face Book Group – 217 members. 157 posts with photos and discussion amongst
frog enthusiasts and the MRCCC)
Radio interviews x 5 (ABC Sunshine Coast, ABC Sunshine Coast Breakfast, ABC Wide Bay)
TV news interviews x 2 (WIN Wide Bay – Tina Ravenau interviewed, WIN Sunshine Coast)
Newspaper interview x 1 (Gympie Times)
78 Frog Finders submitting frog records (plus 174 workshop survey participants)
Surveys carried out by participants = 125
Survey sites x 87
1368 frog records submitted (22 species, threatened species x 2 (Adelotus brevis Tusked frog and
Mixophyes iteratus Giant barred frog)
Queensland Museum Frog guides given to all new participants.
Data verification, management and submission to the Queensland Government WildNet database
Promotion of Frog ID Key developed by Jono Hooper as a useful identification tool

OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAM
The following table provides a breakdown of the frog survey outcomes for each shire:
Table 2. Numbers of participants and frog records with shire breakdown

Frog Finders - solo
Frog Finders –
MRCCC workshop
surveys
Surveys
Survey sites
Frog records
Species
Threatened species

Total
77

Sunshine Coast
Council
6

Noosa Shire
Council
13

Gympie Regional
Council
29

Fraser Coast
Regional Council
29

174

116

15

20

23

127
90
1368
22
2

7
7
67
10
1

25
13
96
15
2

48
33
586
16
2

47
37
594
12
0

The increase in workshops available and in school presentations reflected in an increase in the numbers of
participants in provided activities compared to 2018 (137 workshop attendees and 220 student attendees).
However this didn’t translate into an increase in the number of people doing frog surveys (142 Frog Finders in
2018 and 77 in 2019) or the number of records submitted (2,358 in 2018 and 1,368 in 2019).
The table below shows that rainfall totals for February 2018 were particularly conducive for frog activity
making it easy for people to encounter frogs by call and visual sightings. It also meant that there were more
frogs detected during a single encounter, which increased the total numbers submitted.
Rainfall during January 2019 was very low across the program area and increased a small degree during
February. While rainfall totals for February were low they were not as low as February 2017 which was
exceptionally dry. The figures in the table below reflect the numbers Frog Finders participating and the
number of frog records submitted which shows that the outcomes of the program in respect to these
parameters are largely weather driven.
Table 3. February rainfall totals (mm) (Bureau of Meterology)

Location
Maryborough
Gympie
Tewantin
Maleny

2017
5.6
21
41
60

2018
137
282
394
413

2019
32
35.2
36.8
122

Despite the difference in weather conditions, number of people participating and number of records
submitted between the three years of the program, the number of species recorded is about the same each
year. The following table shows this and that each year provides a cumulative increase in the number of
species detected.
The map in Figure 1 below shows the spread of surveys carried out by participants. This year there has been
more widespread uptake of frog searching and it is presumed that this is partially due to the offer of
workshops in more remote areas such as Munna Creek to the west of the Fraser Coast Shire. Activity gaps still
persist in the Sunshine Coast shire generally, coastal Noosa Shire, the western areas of Gympie Shire and the
coastal catchments from Rainbow Beach to Burrum Heads.

Table 4. Species recorded during Find a Frog in February – yearly comparison

Figure 1. Locations of frog surveys by FFF Frog Finders

FUTURE PLANNING FOR 2020 FFF
Appraisal of the 2019 FFF program:
•
•

Low records from Sunshine Coast and Noosa Council areas, western sub-catchments and coastal
catchment areas need to be addressed.
Unknown uptake of frog module by schools.

Considerations for 2020 FFF:
• Target low participation areas – Sunshine Coast Hinterland, Noosa Shire, Gympie western and coastal,
Fraser Coast – western, Fraser Island and coastal
• Emphasise habitat needs of species
• Do ‘Frog hops’ in target areas – progressive frog surveys
• Mapping and interactive online mapping of frog species’ locations so far
• Encourage community participants to monitor their site/s
• Set up monitoring sites at selected schools (2 per shire)
• Investigate data submission platform options such as iNaturalist or tailored FFF phone application
• Investigate a QuestaGame style phone application competition to encourage surveys
• Continue workshops in areas of low participation

Proudly supported by:

FFF survey photographs

FFF frog photos
Litoria rothii

Litoria peronii

Mixophyes iteratus

Litoria tyleri

Litoria fallax

Litoria caerulea

Litoria caerulea

Limnodynastes peronii

Participant resources

Media articles
Queensland Frog Society Frogsheet newsletter

Rainbow Beach Community News

James Nash High School newsletter

Gympie Times

Gympie Living

Mary Valley Voice

MRCCC General Meeting presentation Feb 2019

Noosa News

Win News Sunshine Coast

Pomona State School newsletter

Noosa e-News 3rd and 18th February

Glasshouse Community News 23 January 2019

Workshops

Sunshine Coast Council

Conondale workshop survey

Mimburi frog presentation

Maleny River School workshop survey

Noosa Shire Council

Noosa Pengari frog survey
route

Noosa Bioiisphere Day
route

Gympie Shire Council

Tagaigan property workshop frog survey

Mary River Festival frog survey

Fraser Coast Regional Council
Baulple workshop

Mungar State School presentation

Website screenshots

