AT CHMEN
COORDINATING COMMITTEE

==

Annual Report 5

Celebrating 30 years of community catchment action
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The MRCCC acknowledges First Nations people of the Mary River catchment: the Jinibara people from the héatlveaters
Conondale and Blackall Ranges, the Kabi Kabi people from the lands where the river begins its journey to the sea, the Wa
Wakka people in the very northwest part of the catchment and the Butchulla people in the tidal reaches, Great Sandy Strai
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Numabulla, Moonaboola, Moocooboola, Moorooboocoola.
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into the future.

The MRCCC gratefully acknowledges support from the;

Australian Government Department Glimate Changdsnergy Environment andVater,
Great Barrier Reef Foundtion

Office of the Great Barrier Reef,

Seqwater,

Burnett Mary Regional Group,

Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads,

Queensland Department of Environmefiourism, Science and Innovation
Queensand Department of Resources,

Sunshine Coast Council,

Gympie Regional Council,

Noosa Council,

Fraser Coast Regional Council,

Moreton Bay City Council

Inspiring Australia through the University of Queensland,

HQPlantations

Project Partners

Noosa, Gympie,a&ung and Tiaro Landcar@reater Mary Associatiob.ower Mary River Land and Catchment Care group,
Hinterland Bush Links, Lake Baroon Catchment Care géagboola Coastcar&riffith University, University of the

Sunshine Coast, University of Queenslabharles Darwin University, James Cook University, Australian National University,
Alluvium Consulting, CSIRBe Australian Macadamia Conservation Tr@dt) Parks and Wildlife Servjc@ueensland

Water and Landcarand thousands of volunteers and laraters who consistently contribute their time and resources to
ongoingintegrated catchment management.

Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee

Resource Centre 25 Stewart Terrace, Gympie

Postal PO Box 1027, Gympie, 4570

Phone 07 5482 4766

Emal admin@mrccc.org.au

Web WWW.Mmrcce.org.au

Find us on Facebook Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee

Front cover imageourtesy ofBrad WedlockHervey Bay sunsein marine turtle nesting beach and migratory sea bird
habitat

DONATIONS TO THE MARY CATCHMEWIUND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Thank you to all those who donated to the Mary Catchment Gift Fund during the past year,
and to Amand and Steven Sandburg for their generous donation of a canoe, trailer and outboard motor.


http://www.mrccc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/MaryRiverCCC/?ref=bookmarks
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MRCCC Delegates 2024-2025

Interest Sector Representative

Arts and Culture Joolie Gibbs Delegate
Beef David Higgins Delegate
Biocontrol Ross Smith Deputy Chair
Coastcare Nancy Haire Delegate
Grazing Lands Graeme Elphinstone Delegate
Dairying ElkeWatson Delegate
Dept of EnvironmentTourismScienceand  Maria Zann Delegate
Innovation

Dept of Agriculture and Fisheries Vacant Delegate
Education BenRyan Delegate
Environmentg lower catchment David Arthur Delegate
Environmentg uppercatchment Narele McCarthy Delegate
Fishing Rod Thompson Delegate
Forestry Ernie Rider Delegate
General Community lower catchment John Williams Delegate
General Communitg middle catchment RayZerner Delegate
General Communitg upper catchment John and Mary King Delegate
General Communitg westerncatchment Vacant Delegate
Gympie Field Naturalists Berry Doak Secretary
Horticulture- SmallCrops Vacant

Horticulture- TreeCrops Brice Kaddatz Delegate
Irrigation Vacant

Landcare, Lower Mary Carol Neilsen Dekgate
Landcare, Upper Mary Phil Moran Delegate
Landfor Wildlife Nonie Metzler Delegate
Fraser CoagRegionalCouncil CrGeorge Seymour Delegate
Gympie Regional Council Cr Gordon Maudsley Delegate
Sunshine Coast Council Denise Lindon Delegate
Noosa 8ire Council CrTomWegener/ Ben Derrick Delegate
Seqwater Tim Odgers/Julian Omara Delegate
ProjectParticipant Bob Hood Delegate
ProjectParticipant Vacant Delegate
Qld Water Jess Dean Delegate
Service Clubs Neil Andison Delegate
Special Member/Smfarms SteveBurgess Delegate
Special Member Lyn Smith Delegate
Special Member Glenda Pickersgill Delegate
Special Member Nai Nai Bird Delegate
Special Member lanMackay Chair
Life Member MargaretThompson Treasurer
Sugar Vacant

Waterwatch Craig& Leslie Hanson Delegate
Waterwatch Garth Jacobson Delegate

()
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MRCCC Staff

Brad Wedlock; B App Sc (Natural Systems & Wildlife Management)

Specialist in project design, implementation and management, grazing landscapes, sustainable grazing systems, fluvial
geomorphology, river restoration, aquatic ecology, riparian condition assessment and flora identification, GIS mapping,
water gquality monitoring and data analysis.

Eva Ford; B Sc (Australian Environmental Studies)

Specialist in project design, implematibn and management, threatened stream frog surveys and identification and
other threatened aquatic fauna. Experienced with water quality monitoring and data analgseticmacroinvertebrate
assessment, freshwater fish assemblage and monitoring pragiraducational activities, environmental assessments.

Steve Burgesg B Sc (Australian Environmental Studies) & Post Grad Maths & Science

Specialist in water quality monitoring and data analysis, hydrology, statistics, agricultural systems, water matighigg
experienced educator.

Alana Ebert; B Laws (Hons), B Behavioural Science, (currently completing BA§cScience anBnvironment &
SustainabilitySpecialist in project design, implementation and management, riparian condition assessmenhadstai
grazing and dairy effluent management, Best management practices (BMP) for water quality in dairy and grazing system:
for water quality, community and stakeholder engagement, riparian rehabilitation, and water quality monitoring. Upper
Mary Rivercargrogram lead.

Rebecca Watson B Sc Natural Sciences (Hofspven track record delivering the Mary River Recovery project, in
partnership with landholders and other stakeholders. Extensive experience with revegetation design, implementation anc
managemat, biocondition monitoring and evaluation, water quality monitoring and analysis, project auditing and
environmental assessment, cultural heritage reporting.

Sarah Grimislg B Env HIth Sc (Environmental Health Science), M Sc Environment and Sustainakgiyienced with
report writing, frog monitoring, BioCondition monitoring and Index of Stream Condition assessment frog monitoring, gully
monitoring anddata entry.

Tom Brookg B Sc Marine Science (Hors)perienced in riparian rehabilitation and conditiassessment, flora
identification, project desigrimplementation and management, bmondition monitoring and evaluation, water quality
monitoring and analysis, project auditing and environmental assessment, aquatic and terfasingz surveying, GIS
mapping.

John Day Master of Farming Systems Management, Associate Diploma Rural technology animal husb&xtepsive
experience soil conservation, gully erosion rehabilitation and stabilisatiesign and implementation.

Shona SengstookB Sc (Envinomental Studies in progresd)ater quality monitoring and reporting, coordination of the
Waterwatch networksinacroinvertebrate samplindvlary River turtle monitoring and nest protection, aquatic fauna
monitoring, threatened stream frog monitoring, sch@alucation programs

Nathaniel Larserg wildlife habitat specialist Biodiversity Conservation project, aquatic fauna habitat restoration design
and implementation, water quality monitoring, turtle monitoring and nest protection.

Kym BurnelJones; B Sc (Mane Biology and Zoologygxtensive experience designing and developing information
materials, implementing education programs, science, environment and compliance communication, websites,
interpretive displays, event and conference coordination, fishes@apliance, visual expression and corporate identity
management.

Kath Bennett¢ B SC (Hons), Ass Dip AppEXtensive experience with marine, estuarine and freshwater ecosystems,
wetland assessment, ecology, fisheries resource management, waterway beorles and freshwater fish passage,
habitat assessment and protection, fish biology, communications and reporting.

Ollie Scullyg B Sc (Environmental SciencEjyreatened species monitorirand ecological surveys, freshwater ecosystem
processes, project dagi, implementation and management, stakeholder engagement and collaboration, educational
programs.

Keishia Duffyg B SC (Environment&8ciencg, BSc Animal EcologyGeospatial analysis specialist, licensed drone
operator, wildlife ecology surveying, daaalysis and reporting, statistical modeling, monitoring and evaluation.

Administration Team
Deb SealSandra NoonanDiana Francis

Supporting theExecutivecommittee and staff with administrative and financial management, communications and PR,
socid media, event managemendyaterwatch and/ildnet data entry, technical support, file maintenance, record
keeping.
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Chairman’s Report 2025

C2NJ gKIF{G KIa oS SsgcondKedr asambriahigation prambtiNgiadd facilitating integrated catchment
management including sustainable land management and custodianship of our catchment, it is important to acknowledge
those who have been its custodians for a far, far longer time.
¢KS OFiO0OKYSyiQa KSIFRglGSNER  AS AnfrydtkeSinibagaypebyleRAsthErivéry R . |
flows northwards, Kabi Kabi country extends over more than the Mary Valley, also encompassing the coastal plain from
Redcliffe to Childers. In some of the western paitthe catchment we acknowledge the Wakka \Walpeople and of

course the Butchulla peopliown
d towards Maryborough, the river mouth,
the Great Sandy Strait and over on
YQ3IIl NRA ®

We acknowledge their long connection

to country, the different names by
GKAOK (KSeQ@S 1yz26y
¥ and pay our respets to elders past,

4 those of the present and those who will

s continue to care for country into the

future.

| am pleased to report of our increased
involvement with First Nation peoples in
the catchment. For me, the highlight of
our recent Catchment Craw! wadhat

we had rangers from Jinibara, Kabi and
Butchulla involved.

It gives me great pleasure to present my

| KFEANXYIYQa wSLRNI 27
report will be something of an outline, a

flat rock skimming over the waters of a crgracked yearl urge youo read it in conjunction with the more detailed

project reports contained in our 2025 Annual Report.

Each year, a few weeks before our AGM, we hold our annual water quality Catchment Crawl which started in 2002 as a
small event focused on the river itFekb ¢ 2 R I -8a¥ evantiiya@lvind twaitéais visiting sites along the river and its
major tributaries, gathering water quality data, doing riparian agdaticmacroinvertebrate assessments, and capturing

a snapshot of the waterways at a time of thear when the river is often at its most stressed. This year, a third team of
aw/ /1 Qa NAOGSNI alLISOAlItAaGa €t SR AYyGSNBaGSR f I yd&kdehtRS NA |
crawlsites to learn about terrestrial and aquatic biodiver8§ @ > Ay LJ NI A Odzf F NE GKS al NB QA&
As well as the data, the Catchment Crawl highlights the size and diversity of our catchment. Driving from the headwaters
at Conondale, all the way down(stream) to River Heads over those two dayesnit plain why we have located our office

in Gympie, more or less the mjmbint. With the size of the catchment arour8y500km?, our success depends on
collaboration with a network of partners including the Great Barrier Reef agencies (state anal)fenenregional body

BMRG, Seqwater, Griffithiames Coolind the Australian Nation&lniversities, and the four local councils: Sunshine Coast,
Noosa, Gympie, and Fraser Co#lge appreciate enormously our partnerships with the local governments of the
catchment.

LOR fA1S Ffaz2z G2 KEWILQfor heBotidtingitsSraldcetoyeRge[eack yar,/for tN@RCC@nd

over 400landcare, catchment, coastcare and wildlife rescue and care gmagsng throughout the state.

We recognise and thk a number of other groups working with a similar vision in the catchment: Lake Baroon Catchment
Care Group, Barung Landcare, Hinterland Bush Links, Noosa and District Landcare, Gympie Landcare, Save the Mary g
(organisers of the MarRiver Festival each July), Gympie Region Environment Advocacy Team (GREAT), Cooloola
Coastcare, the Greater Mary Association, Tiaro and District Landcare, Lower Mary River Land and Catchment Care grou
This year saw the finalisation of the five year Mary River Recqreigct in association with BMRG. This involved the
construction of a number of pile fields each associated with impressive riparian plarfimgsvork was undertaken at
badly erodingsites which werea major source of fine sediment to Great Sandy Stkétrvey Bay and particularly the
southern part of the Great Barrier Reef. (more detail elsewhere).

At our recent meeting, Peter Hairsine of Australian National University presented his analysis that showed not only the
our efforts really were reducing sadent but also they were doing so in a most eceffective way.

[ s )

LIS

aw/ / /| Qa (ef@with dhbaidrKabi KaButchullapeople
and MRCClunteers at the 2025 Catchment Crawl
Photo courtesy of Anne Pennington
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Our Segwater partnership program is achieving impressive results in the Kenilworth and Goomong reaches of the Mary,
engaging riparian landholders in-gmound works and field days through dughly successful Upper Mary Rivercare
program.

Two new, multiyear projects commenced over the past yelire statefunded PlaceBased Integrated Catchment
Management projechas allowed us to form partnerships with James Cook University and the Gffiee @reat Barrier
Reef and the federallyfunded Urban Rivers projest partnership with Gympie Couneite both charting a course for
better catchment health outcomes.

I mustthank the various contractors who provide the hard physical work on so wfamyr projects. | always feel

somewhat humbled after each AGM when people congratulate us on the great work done over the previous year, when |
NEFftAaS GKFG GKFd ¢S 2dz2NAESt 9Sa R2y Qi KI @S | ltyodgN#weS NB = |
design and facilitatprojects, we have a symbiotic relationship with some great contractors and it is they who deserve
enormous recognition and thanks for what can be some pretty hot and hard work on often quite challenging sites. We
thank teans from Noosa, Gympie and Barung Landcare groups as well as private contractors like Lucas Reid, Carl Schef
Lukas Clay and their staff for the excellent work they do,, ...

We still have enormous concerns over the proposed
Borumba Pumped Hydro project. The chann
government has meant closer scrutiny of the project,
investigating, as we understand, a number of different
2LI0A2yad [ ad @S BaumbaCtetk g i i€ ' | 5y ;
oFtFyOAy3 aG2NI 3S¢ 2LI0A2 OK g SRR § i K S
existing Lake Borumba would not be ds&s the lower B A7y f :
storage, hence avoiding the inevitable downstream
water quality issues associated with the regular up and g
down movements of vast amounts of water, the raison =% )
RQSGNBE 27F LIzYLISR K@RNERO® L_,u.._..z_.a__\A \
approvals are still nohiplace for even the exploratory & :
works. | must recognise the incredibly diligent attention; %
scrutiny and careful consideration that Steve Burgess Hasrﬁ
brought to examlnlng this proposal and its impacts. We
FNBS AYYSyaSte 3INIThsSlangz
awaited upgrade to the Lake Macdonald spillway
commenced this year, once completed there will be
better creekflows downstream to help support the Mary,
River cod population in Six Mile Creek.

One highlight of the year was STEAMZONE a

collaboration between MRCC, the Gympie STEM Hub Chairman lan Mackay at the STEAM Train of Knowled
and a number of other groups. Masterminded by event, showing an aspiring 'young Steve Irwin {alike

aw/// QF 580 {SFt FyR 9RdOl 042 K205 3Rz ST ASs A h Qa4

Ryan, the day saw 180 Year 4 students and their teachers board the Mary Valley Rattler (STEAM train) headed for
Amamoor and a host afcienced  a SR | OGAGAGASad 120G 2y Ata KSSta ¢la /|
Beach (in conjunction with the Bioblitz) where we talked water bugs to enthusiastic junior scientists.

MRCCC coordinates a number of citizen science projectdMatarwatch network has seen volunteers collecting water
quality data, as well as river and creek observations for over twenty years. The popular Find a Frog in February now has
@8SINE 2F NBO2NRa 27F 2dzNJ OF (0 OK Y S yidiQub comtiNg @ &ind that happ$ mikdt S T
OAGAT Sya aR2Ay3é¢ a0OASYyOSs ftSINYyAy3d gKAES 20ASNBAYy3T |y
We are thankful that the biocontrol rearing facility previously at Gympie Landcare has continued in the capable hands of
manager Yvonne Hennell, wovorking with Ecoinsects. We were pleased to again be able to host the annual biocontrol
forum organised by Yvonne.

We are once again indebted to Jennifer Nichols of ABC Sunshine Coast for her reportage of many of our activities and to
Lesa Bell of Gympleving, a free monthly publication which regularly features articles of catchment interest.
LOQR ltftaz2 tA1S G2 O01y2stSR3IS (GKS 62N] 2F 5 NNBYy VYy2gf !
producing Mary River cod fingerlings for consdion stocking in the Mary River catchment, and for recreational fish
stocking elsewhere in south east Queensland And on that note, we are immensely appreciative of the Department of
' ANRA Odzf G dzNBE | YR CAAKSNRSaQ 3 NBtheinedNb grofecidaary Rivegrica, thgoRgieO | (i A
development and installation of new signage about the cod and the closed season for fishing during cod breeding seasor
and increased patrols for compliance purposes.

[ a])
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We are indebted to Tiaro & District Landeaand in particular Marilyn Connell for her infectious enthusiasm of all things
Mary Rivetturtle. Marilyn is always there to help and offer advice when something tueteged crops up. Charles Darwin
''YAOGSNEAGE QA NBOSy G T Atgfkhe piud datfighyh thé Iver rivel Se révealihg ang ¢pén\as v
many more questions on this important part of the river.

| thank delegates who are retiring this year, particularly {@rgn delegate and past Chairman Phil Moran. We have
benefitted fromt KAf Q& ¢6AaR2Y YR SELISNASYyOS: y20G (2 YSyiGaAzy KA
I thank my fellow Executive, Ross Smith (Deputy Chair), Margaret Thompson (Treasurer and Life Member), Berry Doak
(Secretary), Bob Hood and Garth Jacobson. Their weadtkpefience and knowledge guides decision making that

benefits the ongoing welfare of the Mary River catchment and the MRCCC.

ned | particularly recognise and thank our treasurer
Mary River Thfeggfes - Margaret Thompson for her long involvement
_ Catc) ~ent B * W [ in this organisation, much of whidtas been as
e P 5 Al e =N A o a member of the executive. Marg travels the
w) " . | longest distance to attend meetings and |
thank also her family, Vivienne and Michael
| who drive her. Margaret has already been
elevated to being a Life Member but if we had
a category of Life Membedus, Marg would
deserve it.

- We were advised last year afiministrative
R, T changes to the Public Fund, the avenue by
3 <9 which taxdeductible donations could be made
RS = to our organisation. Management of the Public
LECAN ) Fund was in the hands of several trustees as
~ 1 A0 S per the previousrederalGovernment

The MRCCC Executarel staft Top left to right Ross Smith, Bob ~ '€duirements The new arrangement calls for a
Hood, Brad Wedlock, lan My and Garth Jacsbn Gift Fundwhich now operates in the name of

with Deb Seal, Marg Thompson and Berry Doak the association ie MRQCA Inc, malnaggd by tl)e
’ MRCCC Executive. QR f A1 S G2 0KI

Fund trustees, Graeme Elphinstone (chatike Watson (secretary), and Margaret Thompson for their long service in that
capacity. Other trustees were myself and, beforegassing Jim Buchanan. The MRCCC executive has decided that the
new Gift Fund be overseen by a Gift Fund subcommittee whatlidwoperate under our MRCCC constitution, and will

invite the previous trustees to be part of that subcommittee.

That our organisation functions so effectively is due in no small way to the exceptional work of our Operations Manager
Brad Wedlock and,eye (i K2 dz2K aKSQa (GNBAy3a (2 NBGANB: 5806 {Stftz ¢
enormously; their longi SNY RSRAOI GA2Y YR Ay@2t dSYSydG Aa |G GKS KS
recognise with enormous gratitude, the mannenwhich Deb has juggled her aspiration to be retired alongside continuing
the smooth functioning of this organisation at so many levels.

Our staff numbers continue to grow such that we now have office spaces both upstairs and down in our Jim Buchanan
Cente at 25 Stewart Terracéthank all our staff for their dedication and commitment over the past year.

MRCCC is an incredible group of people: delegates, staff, landholders, partners and the interested public. It runs on the
generosity of time, experiencand wisdom of so many people and | thank you all. lan Mackay, Chairman
ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
Treasurer’s Report - Three Decades of Financial Management

Over the last 3@years, I've witnessed the MRCCC evolve into the héeffdgtive organisation it is today. | am proud of
our incredible achievements, particularly when recalling our origins.

In the midnineties, the Mary River was recognised as one of the most degraded river systems on Australia's east coast,
and the Mary Rier cod was classified as endangered. At that time, the concept of integrated catchment management was
virtually unknown. The formation of the MRCCC, spearheaded by a state goverfundatl coordinator, marked a new

era of collaboration. This initiative $tered partnerships among a myriad of organisations and individuals managing land
throughout the Mary catchment.

¢KS aw/ // Q&Q &N G99%:skcarddviigoing local government backing for essentigband work:
improving water quality and tieatened aquatic species habitat. This involved controlling erosion and sediment, managing
stock access to waterways, revegetating riverbanks with native species, and removing woody weeds.

[ s )
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Initial financial support from local government proved crucialingcas leverage for subsequent state and federal funding.
This slowly built our capacity. Early catchment repair efforts were stratdiiened to saving the women and children
firstt focusing on protecting and restoring areas in good condition that weledively inexpensive to rehabilitate, rather
than immediately tackling the highly degraded, expensoseemediate "basket cases" (steep banks losing tonnes of
sediment). : T IR Ay 7
Three decades later, while our primary focus remains consistent, a critig
new undestanding has exponentially increased our impact: the Mary Ri
catchment is thdourth highest contributor of fine sediment to the C
southern Great Barrier Reef. This has significantly enhanced our ability
attract major funding and achieve greaterout¢& & T2 NJ (1 KS [
health.

The journey from two staff and our first grant of $50,000 from the formejis
Cooloola Shire Council in 1995 to a team of 10 environmental scientistg
and a total income of over $4 million in the recent financial year shows
how far we've come. Our current capacity allows us to tackle even thos
original "basket cases," a testament to the extent to which integrated
catchment management is now embraced across the region.

Total funding received since 1999 is now over $34 millioth, tive largest
portion of these funds directed towaroh-ground works This significant
achievement reflects thacuity and foresighof our Operations Manager,
Brad Wedlockwhose continuous efforts to secure partnerships and ) o -
fundingin line withthe cat& Y Sy (i & (i NJ { &&v@tadtd  LINJA MRCCC Treasurer and Buffalo farmer,
achieving our core objectives. Marg Thompson

e ¥ o -0
i \ A= ohN

In addition,we appreciate thdunding agenciesho acknowledg that multi-yearsupportachievegreatly improvedong
term project outcomesprovidingthe MRCCC arldnd managers witlthe stability and certaintyneededto undertake
major bank stabilisationrevegetation and maintenanogorks. Combining funding with the #iind contributions of our
project participants over the pasitree decadeshas generated a significant and impregsinvestment inintegrated
catchment management

Operating costs and administration of the MRCCC, the Committeeanthunitydelegate® (i Npa#i&lly supported
by bank interest, which also provides MRCCC staff with opportunities for professewmeddpiment within their fields of
expertise.

Our income stream is further enhanced by tax deductible donatiomsir & D A ¥ (€ no® dmyidR the administration of
the Australian Taxation Offic@hese legislative changes effective 1 July 2024 are nowporeded in our revised
Constitution

Finally, | mustommendand thankour financial controller Deb Sealithout whom the role of Treasurer would be far
more time-consuming and our very knowledgeable and competent staff, who each bring their passibcoanmitment
to their roles, for the benefit of the MRCCC and the catchment Marg Thompson, Treasurer, MRCCC

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
Mary Catchment Gift Fund - 2024/25 Annual Report

Mary Catchment community to &LJ2 NIi aw/ / / Qa
YIEYyF3ASYSyd LINRPAINIY YR AGE
projects. '
¢KS DAFTU CdzyRQa NBES Kl a Ozy ks
the MRCCC to obtain financial support by way of donations from'
the broader community. This is fatdlied by the provision of a tax
incentive mechanism to donate to such organisations, on behalf of
the Australian Taxation Office.

Fifteen (15) donations to the value of $22,688nging in size
from $10 upwards, were received during the 24/25 year. TResey Ra At o6S £t 20F 4GSR TF2NJ
aligned environmental projects in our region.

¢KS LINRPOSaa G2 FIFIOAECAGIGS GKS Fftt20FdA2y 2F R2ylFGSR ¥
project applications in the i®at Sandy Marine Park, was finalised in September 2025.

[ 6]
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These projects encompassed { 2 dzi KSNY DNBF G . F NNASNI wSSF O2dz2NI Ay 3 3INE
02ttt SOUA2YyEéES YR ablGA@S @SASGF GA2YyINYF I ASKYSYIHIG F2INY T KE
The MCGF Trustees must satisfy themselves as to the merits of the proposed environmental projects by way of a formal
Project Proposal, and further ensure that the Grant funds are correctly expended for the listeaspsyas evidenced by

a documented Project Completion Report.

Potential new projects in the pipeline for Gift Fund support inclgdié¢ K S,MLJN\I"S I'?,I- Al'fl A2y 2F 2 dz@ S YAt
Wa2yAu2NRAY3I ¢g22RfI YR 0ANR L2 LIz I UWSAf2fyAalds  OLBE) dga) Al yy3a S2EFU SWI-
TheMRCC®®@velcomes donations to the Mary Catchment Gift Fund from both MRCCC members and other interested
persons in the broader Catchment community who wish to support important environmental projects avitlesct

Such donations are tax deductible. Graeme Elphinstone, Cha?0242025
‘hghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg

= B = Vale Peter Hughes.

The MRCCC has an abundance of talent arttusdelegates
who support the group. Sadly we have lost one of our very
talented delegatesThe passing dPeter Hugheteavesa big
gap in ourorganisation. Until recent|yPeterwasour

reporter to the local newspaper, providing information about
meetings, guest speakers and field days.

Peter was the delegate for the Westeiary Catchment
Communityand lived at Widgee.

Peter andamily bougt the Widgee property in the early

60s. There was no home on the block but Peter was attracted
to the diversityand richnes®f vegetationtypeson the land.

He set aside the land as a Nature Reserve which was his great
love. Passionate about caring foretkenvironment, Peter was
able to identify rare and endangered plants on his Nature

Chairman lan presents Peter and Bevly Hughes witt
Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of the

support for the MRCCC over many years. WSASNDS @ 1S FyR Sgte aza2y

National Parks Ranger, understanding that resources were very limited in those early days. They becaong lifeinds
with Ron and Yvonne Turner.

Peter and Bevly were foundation members of the Gympie and District Field Naturalistv€id yearsagb t S SNID &
other great love was journalism, and he and Bevly were soon producing articles about the Fse@iullaor the Gympie

Times. Peter wrote the articles and Bevly, a talented artist, drew illustrations for the articlenore recent times, Bevly
supported the articles with photos.

In the eighties, Peter started writing the farming articles for thgn@ie Times. He was a great support to Graeme
Elhinstone, writing up fieldlays. These informative articles were circulated to several newspapers in theFtatever
20 yearsPeter also reported on the MRCCC meetings for the Gympie Times and la@smnipie Living. He alsontinued
reporting on the outings for the Gympie Field Nats, having done this now for over thirty years.

Peter was a quiet reserved person, who was willing to support others to understand their local environment.

More recently,Peter supported Bevly when her health wagingthen health issues of his own and the stress of
supporting Bevly took its toll. He had a fall at home while walking with friandsvas hospitalised for several weeks,
followed by rehabilitation at Eden.ethen went to an aged care facility in Gympieere hishealth continued to
deteriorate and he passed away on thé™8ugust.Peter will be greatly missed by all.

Berry Doak, President, Gympie & District Field Naturalists and Secretary, MRCCC
Vale - John ‘Cutty’ and Lyn ‘Nette’ Cutmore

Great sadness in our catchment community prevails at the loss of an iconic coupliné&@hi Obi sukcatchment. Cutty

and Nette were one of those couples possessing infinite connection to each other, their family amdiibyrmembers.

To visit their property and house was to be welcomed with the graceful country style borne of the interdependence we
have for each other, andpennesgo the world without, while the internal world remains solid and sure.

The MRCCC encoungel the Cutmores i2002when Cutty notified us, with delight arekcitement thatthe Mary River

cod had returned tdnis section of Obi Obi Cregbllowing the release of Gerry Cook Hatchery bred cod fingerlings some
fiveyears earlierCutty, multigenet G A 2y RIANE FFENNYSNE 61l & I WY2OSNID | YR &
local area, whether as Founding and continual Secretary of the Obi Obi Creek Water User Group for 42 years, or as Chie
Camphor Controller on his own property with hisazing haneorged, savag¢oothed grinder disk!

(7]
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The cod was to start a long relationship between us that evolved into
numerous projects to improve habitat along and in the creek; now set
G2 O2yliAydzS 6Sftf o0 SeGluioréduéhedl Yy R
YIye aw/// RStS3IrGdSa yR adFFF¥ Y
wit and rascal smile, and by the warm heart of that determined

country woman always by his side; Nette.

" In 2008 Cutty, ever the adventurer, suffered from a most serious
motorbike accident o the farm that he remarkably survived, but

| 6KAOK tSR (G2 O2ylAydzZt IyR aSNiz2
| dedication to each other was tested to th& degree but their

partnership proved to be indomitable. We became accustomed to the
Wy S g Q th birkeléco lasyhx which really just added more
OKIFN}¥ OGSNJ 42 GKS YIrys IyR G2 DbSi
for their needs.

Cutty finally succumbed to health issues in Februaryyiésand

Nette in April. As a whole of river catchment comntymf people working to improve our environment and connections
between people, their passing is a loss to us all. The spirit of this grand couple will live on in the waters of the@bi Obi

all that reside in it.Eva Ford, Threatened Species Projeot@nator, MRCCC

“_’, “ Vale Don Bradley

Johr / dziTitracte at his farm on the Obi Ot

December 2024beloved husband of Lesldpunding membeof the Lower Mary

River Land and Catchment care groampd tireless supporter for the eironment

8 Ay (GKS CNIASNI/21Faid NBIAZ2Y AyOfdzZRAYy3I )
Don is probably best known by the MRGG@munity for the countless hours he

and Lesley contributed to monitoring marine turtles and removing weeds from
coasta locations so busy they werearelyable to attendMIRCCC meetingsxcept

to present on the work of their group. The following obituary is kindly provided by
Sue Sargent, President of the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Al(BH¢E)

Farewell to Valued FINIA Friend, Don Bradley -
26 September 1946 to 15 December 2024

In December 2005, a small group of dedicated conservationists, traditional owners

and land managers met to discuss the issue of weeds of significance and barriers to

implementation (suclas tenure). The group visited sites around the island including
o Bogimbah Mission and Eurong. Two days later they formed EltiFraser Island

Don Bradley next to sisal hemp ¢ NaturalIntegrity A £ A+ y OS5 F2NJ YQ3I I NX @

SandyLCaIpe. BPh(ztho courtesy Two of the foundational members, alongside other giants John SiaddiGeorge
esiey bradiey Haddock, were Don and Lesley Bradley.

Born in Nambour on 26 September 1946, Don was brought up on a farm. He was a natural athlete and national hurdles
champion. But after three successive cyclones battered the farm, the family moved to BaeyoDdn attended

0§SIF OKSNBRQ O2fftS3S 6ST2NB KS Ad0FNIGSR dSHFOKAYy3 i / KSNY;
remembered, respected and loved by many of his students.

Don was also a good husband, meeting fysar teacher, Lesley, @&hermside. They married on 14 December 19@8th

sons Glenn and Craig born in 1972 and 1975. Life with the Bradleys was an adgéntdde @St f Ay 3 (2 ! f dzN
Whitsundays, and South Australia. They were always on the move, seeking new exgseaietiecnaking memories

together.

Not unexpectedly perhaps, retirement was never going to be a gentle exercise. Instead, Don and Lesley focused on their
passion for conservatiognotably the little brown jobs (LBJs) or shorebirds, weed management on Rigysland,
revegetation at Booral, planting trees, weeding, and watering, along with the weed management program at Sandy Cape
where Don also helped with turtle counting and nest relocation.

52y gta Ffta2 AyadaNdHzySyidlf AYVAWORRNREAYRQY Ayl ONHRRQAIRY
was used for years until the pole eventually rotted.

| first met Don and Lesley in 2003, working for the Burnett Mary Regional Group. They taught me a new respect for
shorebirds and their signiimce for the Great Sandy Strait. Each time we caught up, | learned more, becoming a regular
GAEGAG2NI G GKSANI K2YSd {23 Ad ¢l & ylFradaNIt (2 Ay@AaiasS 4
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Don was a gentle man, a gifted storyteller with a terrific eoshumour, but he was also a maverick. Strariged and
independent (and 99% MacGyver) Don would see a problem, roll up his sleeves and ¥dhemisomeone foolishly told
52y GKIG KS g2df R aySOSNI SNI RAO!I (i 8thémivongg SSRa 4 { I yRe
His system of monitoring was to count how many weeds of each species they removedthe years reporting back at

our FINIA meetings numbers in the tens of thousands, to hundreds, and finally after over a decade of weeding, none
(whereupg/ KS g2dzf R Llzi GKSY W2y gl 6OKQX 2dzad G2 YIF1S adzaNB
Never one to shy away from a challenge or an opportyigh and Lesley also assisted with the cane toad workshop with
the University of Sydney and then taught Builla trainee rangers how to make a cane toad tadpole trap for themselves.
[A1S YIye 2F dzaz L ¢gAff YAaa 52yQa LINBASYOSe .dzi L Ol
YQIFNA YR CLbL! @

To Lesley and famjlywe offerour N G SFdzZf GKFyl1a F2NJ AaKFENAYy3I 52y gAGK dzaz
for your loss. Written by Sue Sargent, Chair of FINIA with the permission of the Bradley family.

Vale Kaye Herron

The upper Mary Catchment communitsasvery saddend by therecentpassingof Kay Herron,
| much loved wife of Elaman Creek farmer,Jaeng term Conondale farming family. Very well
d  known and highly regardet many in the local communifghe Herrongartnered with the
MRCC@ the mid 90sand were one ofhe first to take up a riverbank restoration grant. The
Herrons recently signed up to the Upper Mary Rivercare Program, and have completed
kilometres of riparian restoration on their property which borders both the Mary River and
Elaman Creek.

Kaye was avery keen gardener who loved her flowers. She will be greatly missed by all who knew
her.

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
Mary River Recovery Project and Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements flood recovery —
Improving reef water quality through riverbank restoration and repair

Funded by the Great Barrier Reef Foundatiorhwiisistance provided through the jointly funded Commonwealtite
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRBADIllaboration betweethe BMRGandMRCCC

Projectsundertaken on Kabi Kabi and Butchu@untry
Aim: to reduce 26,000/tonne/year fine sedtient to the Southern Great Barrier Reef
Background

The Mary River is thi@urth highest contributor of fine sediment to the Great Barrier Reef; with riverbank erosion by far

the largestcauseof erosion in the catchment. In February 202Gtudy of the Mry River identified the river reaches with

the highest sediment loads caused by riverbank erosion. From these reaches, priority sites were identified for remediatiol
based on the scale of fine sediment savings downstream to the Great Barrier Reef.tbeidinie nature of the sediment

within the riverbank, these eroded fine clay and soil particles travel easily through the Mary River and out onto the
southern reef.

INJuly 20200 KS DNBIF G . F NNASNJ wSST C2 dzy R IprijécbesedfodayiefiSdimgsibicie & a |
ALY@SaGYSyild &aGNIXGS3eé F2NJ GKS al NB wABSNE & ingolvifig theel NB  w.
MRCCQhe Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG), and Alluvium Consulting. Although 2024 was officially ylearfioh

the project an extensiorwas granted to Jun2025 enablinghe remaining funds to be directed towards maintenance of

five project sitesand for further riparian vegetation resilience activiti€&eqwater have committed to maintaining a

numberof these large riparian revegetation projects into the long term.

Riverbank erosion

Riverbanks are the largest source of erosion in the Mary River catchr@ahilisngthese large, eroding riverbanks
involvesreprofiling up to 10m tall vertical banks &1-in-3 slope then ramming irrows of timber poles into the lower
slope of the riverbank near the toe (up to 4m deépyreate a pile field thaslows the riverflow down during flood
events. Rock support is also provided to reduce the likelihoodooifr dong the riverbank. Pile fields reduce stream
velocity and promote fine sediment deposition which provides favorable conditions for vegetation establishment.

A riparian revegetation program withree years maintenance is then undertaken, using silé@anative species
propagated by the locdhndcaregroups.Although the egetation taketime to reach a level of maturity, structural
diversity and robustness that allows it to perform its desired erosion control (and other) functienmber pile felds
provide protection in the meantimedecaying aftefl0¢ 15 years by which time theiparian vegetation igstablished.

[ o)
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Project completion

After five years of implementation, 11 large scale riverbank remediation projects were completed on the Mearyfi@m
Conondaleo Tiaro opposite Petrie Park. Over 26,000 tonnes of fine sediment is now saved per year. 2025 is the final yes
of the Mary River Recovery projegthe largest river rehabilitation project undertaken on the Mary River.

Mary Valley large scale riverbank remediation. Top photo, March 2021, middle Octolieb2@®v October 2025.

Over the pasfive years these largecale riverbank remediation sites have been planted with native riparian seedlings
supplied by Barung, Noosa & Gympie Landcare groups and Corella Native Nurseryu-oflaintenance activities of

these revegetation areas have beeompleted by the local Landcare Groups and local revegetation contractors including
WY/ 2NBffl bdzZNESNERQI W{ SSRR2 g WMNBISYy R S/IIONIS6 /@R YRS { SKA H NBK
Members of Kabi Kabi and Butchulla have also assisted the projecwighrsites in both Kabi Kabi and Butchulla country.

[ 0]
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Mary River Recovery implementation and challenges over the years
2020 - the start of the project!

The Mary River Recovery project $tat in 2020. The initial site was completed in the upper MaryNRiv@ y (G KS 2 | {
dairy farm at Conondale. This site had eroded badly following a succession of floods, and was documented as providing
high fine sediment load to the Great Sandy Strait and southern Great Barrier Reef, irrespective that it is |[dbated in
upper May catchmentCompleted during the dry season of 2020, the revegetation commenced in late November 2020 in
hot conditions with Watson irrigation ensuring tree survival until breaking rains received in December 2020. To avoid a
repeat of this senario, most of the following plantings at pfleld sites occurred in the autumAutumn planting offers
the following advantages:
1 6SI GRSANIJRAS NI 0KFY {LINAYy3Ik {dzYYSNI 6F2N) LX Fyd Sadl o
f GKS LIX I yGa KIaNS oof AVRMIKyal 26FSF2NB gAYUISNE YR | @2,
1 GKS a2Af LINRPUfS akKz2dZ R KIS (KS Y2ad Y2AalddaNBE LR
1 YAf RSNItoS &yl SINB] St AK22R 2F TNRAGA
With a few exceptions, all sites in the Mary River Recovery projee planted in Autumn, with excellent results to date.
2021¢ building momentum!
In 2021 three badly eroding riverbank sites were remediated and subsequently revegetated the following year (2022)
Kevindalen the Mary ValleyMackieat Kenilworthand Marr at Kenilworth

The riverbank remediation work occurred in Winter/early Spring to avoid flood season and to fit within the Mary River
turtle nesting requirements. Mary River turlaest in Spring and work is avoided during this time.

2022- the year ofthe floods!

2022 will be remembered as the year of the floods, with major flooding occurring in February, and subsequent floods in
May and July, but the whole year the river was up and down.

The 2021 riverbank sites were revegetated in Autumn 2022ampd, with some delays caused by flooding preventing
access for revegetation crews. Deep subsoil moisture and ongoing rainfall ensured a good start to vegetation
establishment. An interesting finding of the 2022 floods on the revegetation sitethatagoung seedlings planted near

the waterQ @lge (toe) in conjunction with Lomandra (mattrush) had been shielded from scour by the Lom@nelra.
seedlingghat performed best weréhe Lomandra that wereplanted in the same hole as the bottlebrush. Incidsiyt,

this vegetation in 2025 is now undergoing a thinning program to ensure secondary species can access the light to achiev
more robust growth. Thécaciapioneer species performeithe role of ensuring rapid site capture and protection of more
susceptile species to harsh conditions presented at these pilefield sites. They will naturally senesce over the coming yea
mulching on the bank to add vital organic mattBroject sites completed in 2020 and 2021 were not affected by the 2022
floods, testamento their design characteristics.

During 2022, pildéield earthworks were not possible until July due to ongoing flooding and continued saturated flood

LI FAya 6KAOK (G221 Y2yiKa (G2 WRNIAYQ 0STF2NB ReEberSy 2 dzaK
upstream of Munna confluence were completed by Christmas. Remaining sites were postponed until Autumn 2023 to
avoid the forecasted wet summer.

Due to severe damage to some riverbanks caused by the 2022 fBbURG and MRCCC were able to acdeed f

recovery funding from the Disaster Relief Funding Arrangements River Recovery program. Thisséxiadudiygderoded
riverbank sites to be remediated at ElamCreek, Conondale; lower Obi Obi Creek, a site on the river at Kenilworth, two
sites on theMary River in the Mary Valley and The Sands in Gympie. This work occurred between 2023 and 2024 with
large-scale revegetation activities occurring also supported by Seqwater.

2023¢ the year of the drought!

2023 was exceptionally dry and in Kenilworth tréest in 100 years. Given the flood delays during 2022, the dry
conditions in 2023 enabled earthworks completiorfieé sites including: Robinson, Mimnaugh (Tiaro), King (Cambroon),
Perren/Kennedy (Kenilworth) and Baillie (Moy Pocket) marking the eadrtifwork activity. The final site was completed
just days before breaking rains in December.

While construction charged ahead, dry conditions presented challenges in establishing vegetation at the Miva and Tiaro
sites. Good showers during April preseshfavourable planting conditions for the Munna site however firefighter pumps,
aquaspearswhich deliver significant water direct to the root zqramd sprinklers were required for all planting during

this period as soil moisture rapidly disappeared. Sitem Cambroon to Moy Pocket were revegetated the following
Autumnin the hopethat summer rains would replenish soil moisture after months of extremely dry condifimtay the

four revegetation sites at Miva and Tiaro have exceptional survival anglgmhich is a testament to the crews that have
laboured to ensure excellent establishment conditions on the sites irrespective of the weather encountered.

[n)
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2024¢ a great start to the year!

Good rainfall across the catchment since late 2023 succesfallg the extended dry period, resulting in tegcellent
survival of over 120,000 trees and shrubbbesenative species many sourced from local seechave shown remarkable
resilience through both drought and flood, now exhibitiigorous growthunder favourable conditionsOptimal initial
establishment and consistent maintenanoeer the first few years remain crucial for leteym successDuring 2024 the
DRFA flood recovery project sites were complekéith revegetation activities spanning 2022025.

2025¢ Extended maintenance facilitates site capture

In June 2024, GBRF agreéeaontinue maintenance of the most recently planted sitggh unallocated finds remaining
for the 11 sitesUnspent funding was also allocated to vine weed control and extersitivitieswhich includechosting a
contractor field dayto share learnings across the catchmeareat afact sheet andlevelop acase study

Extended maintenanckas been critical in enabling sites to fully establish. Contractors infill plantedradavhere
necessary, undeobkd G NI 6 SIA 0 WEATFG LINHzyAy3IQ I+ yR ATesddctiviieSdrsed Y I €
sites receive targeted maintenance in a timely manner. Long,tgrisireducesthe potential for costly repairs.

The gretest threats during the initial years of establishment include vine weed incursions where young plants are
blanketed in vines unable to then access light for growth. Another includes need for critical watering for new plantings
when dry hot weather is arttipated. Plant vigour can be improved by strategic feetilapplication often required when
plants struggle following sudden chargge environmental conditiong namely dry to waterlogged conditions.

Other threats to the sites include fence breachesding to damage from livestock, pig damage and flood damage to trees
and banks. One of the most beneficial activities has been the ability to respond to flood impacts through targeted infill
planting along the toe which was undertaken throughout the seaso

Given the favourable wet season, plants havewnn @A 32 NP dzaf @ A GK WAAGS OF LWGdz2NBQ vy
term used to describe where the canopies join and little light penetrates to the ground preventing grasses and vines from
outcompeting the planting. At site capture, regular maintenance for weed control is no longer required.

Site visits during 2025 have been a joy Witdaciapioneers flowering prolifically during the autumn a@allistemomow

in full flower. Birds are plentifidt many sites and turtles have been noted basking on installed large woody debris.
Lomandras have grown wonderful root networks along the toe and despite some erosion following repeated minor
moderate flooding, fallen Lomandras are holdingtothebank #&S& R2 Ay Wy 2NN I f Q NR LI NA |
the key role Lomandra roots play in this early stage of revegetation establishment.

Mary River Recovery activities - Summary

Site and location on Fine sediment Seedlings  Stabilisation Revegetation Maintenance
Mary River saving (t/yr) to the established* works completed funding during
reef completed 2024¢ 2025

Watson, Conondale 1,970 10,000 Spring 2020 December 2020 SEQWater
Mackie, WalliMt 1,103 5,197 Winter 2021 February 2022 = SEQWater
Marr, Kenilworth 1,340 5,007 Winter 2021 March 2022 SEQWater
Kevindale, Mary Valley 1,757 16,389 May 2021 May 2022 SEQWater
Petersen, Miva 1,791 17,880 October 2022  June 2023 GBRF
Schiefelbein, Miva 2,952 25,025 January 2023 May 2023 GBRF
Robinson, Tiaro 8,717 10,209 August 2023 Sept2023 GBRF
Mimnaugh, Tiaro 1,174 4,891 Sept 2023 Sept2023 GBRF
Kings, Conondale 863 2,718 Sept 2023 March 2024 SEQWater
Perren / Kennedy, 3,212 8,737 October 2023 April 2024 DRFA /
Kenilworth SEQWater
Baillie, Moy Pocket 1,212 6,450 December 2023 April 2024 GBRF
TOTALS2020-2024 26,226 tonnes fine 112,503

sediment

reductionto the
reef per year
*Additional 9515 trees established during the extended maintenance period 2025

A 12 monthVegetation Resilienderogram(2024/25)undertaken athe 4 reachesnvolvedintensive vine weed control to
further support the riverbank stabilisation investmenitgreducing the Cats claw vine and Madiera vine infestations in the
adjoining upstream banks. The talole the fdlowing pageshowsthe total area treated.
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Site and location on Mary River vine weed control Ca@ claw and Madeira vine treated
(Vegetation Resilience and Extended Maintenance program combined) area (ha)

Conondale- M4 Reach 4.1

Kenilworth- M6 Reach 9.75

Moy Pocket- M7 Reach 1.21

Goomong- M9 Reach 10.92

Miva - M11 Reach 42.07

Tiaro- M12 Reach 114

TOTALS 2024- 2025 94.4

¢CKS Ayl dzadzNIF £ Wwas held NApEIR@BITHEek Sitkskhe BldrydRvewere choserfor broad
discussion amongst the grogKingsat Cambroon, Perren/ Kennedy at Kenilworth and Baillie at Rtaket. Each site
was planted on similar soil moisture during the Autumn of 2024 however each had different challenges ranging from soil
types, access to Wateorf irrigation and continued erosion during the Wet 24/25 seadtech site was managed ay

' different contractor Contractors
involved in the revegetation delivery
attended with their staff along with
MRCCC and some landholdérle aim
was to share in théearnings and
problem sole as a group. It also
provided opportunities for contractors
to engage with others in the industry,
building connections and collaboration.

A fact sheetvas developed by BMRG
. addressing the activities landholders
could undertakepost-completion of
projectsto maintain the integrity of the
work and acase studynterview with
Glen Baillie and other landholders
provided insights to the program and
what theiraspirationswere going
forward.

¢KS Ayl dzAdzN}t /2y iNF OU2NARQ CA¢ Fauna

For all sites, careful consideratiam
given to fauna protection, particularly threatened freshwater turtles. Species Management Plans are developed in
conjunction with the Department of Environment for riverbank stabilisation projects on the Mary River to ensure that
project works are congcted with due consideration to mitigate impacts to native fauna. The endangered Mary River
turtle andwhite-throated snapping turtlean use eroded riverbank sites for nesting habitat, therefore due consideration
of impacts to these species is critic8pecies Management Plans cover all projects of this type along the Mary River with
special emphasis on threatened species, colonial breeders and special least concern fauna.

Stakeholder days and flood assessments

Members from CSIRO, Great Barrier ReefhBation, local governmengtate governmentdepartments, Traditional
owners,landcaregroups, landholders and other stakeholders attended annual field days held between 2020 and 2024 in
Kenilworth and Tiaro during the implementation of the project. THeése(i | { SK2f RSN Rl &8a @6SNB K
project sites following the 2022 floods when it was clear the sites had performed remarkably well to significant flooding.
These days were very informative and stakeholders were keen to gather learnings &gmojact. Following the major
HNnHH FE22R&a ff aixiSa 6SNB AyallSOGSR gAGKAY RFEea 2F 7Fi
sitesc fortunately minimal damage occurred. The Watson site that had been the earliest impledrier2820 had

performed exceptionally well. Timely maintenance enabled damaged plants to be recovered.
Disaster RecoveriundingArrangement (DRFA) river recovery project sites

While the 2024/25 financial year was the final year of Great Barrier Reefleton, Mary River Recovery projeca
series of joint Qeendand and Australian Government funded 2022 Flood Recovery (Disaster ReEaudigg
Arrangement) river recovery projects were planned and implemented during 2024 / 2025 on the ManaRiver,
Kenilworth, Tuchekaj Gympig Elamanandlower Obi Obi Creekas detailed in the tablen the following page.
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Site and location on Mary River  Seedlings Stabilisation works Revegetation completed
established* completed

Elaman Creek, Conondale 7,890 Sept 2024 Sept 2024

Lower Obi Obi Creek 3,910 Sept 2024 Oct 2024

Mary River, Kenilworth 2,193 October 2024 Dec 2024

Mary River, Kandanga 15,616* February 2025 March 2025

Mary River, Tuchekoi 11,135* June 2025 June 2025

Mary River, The Sands Gympie @ 10,000 infil No large scale stabilisation ongoing

TOTALS 20242025 50,744

*Includes nfill planting adjacent to pileidld site

The assessment of sites and delivery followed the same process for design and implementiditoMay River

Recovery being impleemted by a consortium of MRCCC, BMRG and Alluvium. At all sites, there were challenges
undertakingearthworks adjacent to the Conondale School on Elaman Creek, the continued river rise at Kenilworth,
Baroon Pocket dam continually spilling into the Obi &tal the ongoing wet season at Tuchekoi. Challenges during civil
construction were mostly due to the ongoing wet conditi@aihoughthe wet season enabled good establishment of
plants across all sites. Recent dry conditions will return crews to regutaringregimes.

Planning for 2025 and beyond

The DRFA funded sites and sevenMary River Recovery sites upstream of Gympie will continue to be maintained under
the SEQWater partnership with MRCGS(es further north at Miva and Tiaro including Petersgchiefelbein,

Mimnaugh and Robinson were includediie recent¥w S S Tgeéadt furdliflg applicatioto maintain connections

with these landholders and siteMaintenance, vine weed control at these sites and ongoing connection with
landholders will be pssible through this program should it be successful.

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
Waterwatch 2025

On Jinibara, Kabi Kabi, Wakka Wakka and Butchulla country

For more than 24 years, the MRCCC Waterwatch program has relied on dedicated citizen seoiduntiteisring their time

to collectvaluable water quality data throughout the Mary River catchment. This extensive monitoring provides detailed
baseline information on the physical and chemical characteristics of waterways, alongside assessments of riparian and
instream conditions. Volungs also record
observations of aquatic fauna such as platypus and
turtles, document the presence of water weeds, an(
report on general river flow conditions.

Currently, nearly 80 volunteers are actively samplin
at 103 sites across 81 waterways within tlary
River Catchment & | NBadzZ G GKS
Waterwatch database continues to expand, offering
members, stakeholders, and the broader communi
a comprehensive record of water quality across the
catchment. The program is generously supported b
Noosa Sine Council (NSC), Sunshine Coast Councijig
(SCC), and Gympie Regional Council (GRGSEr
Coast Regional Council has recently funded the
purchase of a new water testing kit.

The transition of t& a w/ léngt€rra dataset to
the Statewide Water Informath Management
(SWIMS) database, in partnership with the
Queensland Water Directorate (QLDwater),
highlights the remarkable scale of the data

./

; e =
collected _ ' _ MRCCC Waterwatch volunteers and Waterwatch delegates C
The data transfer process is no small taskolving and Leslie Hanson at their Waterwatch site on Kandanga Cre

aconsiderable time commitment to enable this
transfer in a series of phaséale thank Jess Dean
for guiding us angroviding exeptional support for thigransition.
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Data collection is further supported by community
organisations such as HQPlantations operating in the
Toolara and Imbil forestry areasnd Queensland
Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS). Sampling crews
operate from QPWS Kenilworth at Boloumba Creek
campgrounds, Charlie Moreland and Little Yabba
Creekwith QPWS Malengow sampling aMapleton
National Park, Kondalilla National Park, and GPW
Gympie, including Amamoor State Forest, Math
Mountain Rock Pools and Glastonbury Creek
campgroundThe additional data collected provides a
comprehensivelatasetof water quality across the

NEB 3 Aitgr@as

Coordinating the distribution of water téag kits
represents a significant logistical achievement, made
possible by the support of local individuals and
businesses. MRCCC extends sincere thanks to B&H
Rural Tiaro, BOS Rural Kandanga, Amamoor Store,
Barung Landcare, Ottiam Realty Mapleton, Conaled
Store, and Kenilworth Garage for their ongoing
assistance in storing and transporting testing kits for
volunteers.

Funding frormocal government in the catchment
remains vital for the purchase, maintenance, and
i T i TRy e A I sl calibration of equipment, volunteer cooiriation, data
Michelle Skinner, QPWS Maleny collecting aewsample entry, analysis, and report productian all essential
from PencilCreek in the Upper Mary to the continued success of the MRCCC Waterwatch
program.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all Waterwatch volunteers for their time, dedication, and support over the past year.
Special ecognition goes to our loagerm volunteers who have consistently contributed to the program and continue to
advocate for its importance, including Garth Jacobson and Leslie and Craig Hansen, our Waterwatch delégates
MRCCC General Committeesincee thank you and acknowledgement to our retiring volunteers who have also
contributed to the success of th&aterwatch program and wish you all the very best for the future.

This year, we were delighted to welcome new and returning participants to thewateh program. It has been a

privilege to meet new volunteers and reconnect with existing ones. Waterwatch continues to grow through participation
in community events alongside the MRCCC Bug Club and Upper Mary Rivercare programs, strengtheninggecarnga
and environmental stewardship throughout the catchment.

New Waterwatch Volunteers Waterway monitored

Jeanette McGuire Mary River Peacons Pocket

Richard Parke Six Mile CreekGympie

Rebecca Couche’ Deep CreekGympie

QPWS, Gympie GlastonburyCreek, Amamoor Creek, Woondum Creek
Paul Russell Coolabine Creekenilworth

Richard and Alice Bassett Obi Obi Cregkkenilworth

QPWS Maleny Pencil Creek, Picnic Cred&kontville

Mary Bowe Little Yabba Creelenilworth

Annette and John Sinclair
John and Mary King

Tina Buvlis

¢cAffte ! Ql 2yA
Sue and Ken Pyke

Carol Harris

Arna Love

Saa McGaughey

Mary River Crystal Waters
Harpers CreekConondale
Mary River Maryborough
Shulz CreekTinana
Munna CreekGlen Echo
Yabba Creek, Bella Creek
Yabba Creekmbil

Little Bella Creek
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Waterwatch Networks, Waterways monitoredand Volunteers

Upper Mary (Mapleton, Mary River, Booloumba Creek, Fryers Creek Eric Anderson, Peter Watson, Annette

Maleny to Conondale) South, Lagons at Russell Family Park, Little and John Sinclair, John and Mary King,
Yabba Creek, Lobster Creek, Scrub Greek = Roger WestcotQPWS Kenilworth,
Skene Creek, Picnic Creek, Kilcoy Creek, Bronwyn Mc Adam, QPWS Maleqy
Harpers Creek, Pencil Creek Michelle Skinner,

Kenilworth (Brooloo, Belli| Coonoon Gibber, Coolabine Creek, Obi Obi Des King and Colleen Ryan, lan Mackay
Park, Coolabine, Obi Obi) Creek, Mary River Steve Dennis, Paul Russell, Richard
Bassett, Georgina Gper

East Gympie (Gympie, Ea Mary River, Deep Creek, Peter and Paul Bob and Lorraine Hood, Jude Coates,
Deep Creek, Traveston, = Watton Gully, Woondum Creek Richard Parke, Rebecca CaticQPWS,
Mothar Mountain, Gympie

Woondum)

West Gympie (Pie Creek, Calico Creek, McIntosh Creek, Pie Creek, Sr Bruce McCulloch, Pat Ridgewell, Joolie
Langshaw, The Palms, Creek, Three Mile Creek, Glastonbury Creel Gibbs, Graeme Elphinstone, Patriece ar

Glastonbury, Jones Hill) Dave Wippell, lan Smith, Robin Yule, Tc
DiCarlo

Imbil to Amamoor Mary River, Amamoor Creek, Coles Creek, Glenda Pickersgill, Noo Dye, Leslie and

(Kandanga, Kybong, Kandanga Creek, Traveston Creek Craig Hanson, Marion Firns and Warren

Amamoor) Crispin, Jeanette McGuire

Yabba Creek (Imbil HQ  Araucaria Creek, Caseys Creek, Derrier Cre¢ HQR Kath Nash, Carol Harris, Arna Love

Plntations) Yabba Creek, Little Bella Creek, Bella Creek Sara McGaughey

Widgee & Wide Bay Mary River, Fat Hen Creek, Six Mile Plain Cr Rob Newcombe, Anette Bambling,

(Sexton, Lower Wonga) = Wide BayCreek Widgee Creek Jannette and Brad Parke, Stephen
Horseman, Mick Bambling, Brian Thome

Tiaro (Maryborough, Mary River, Deep Creek, Fay Smith Wetland Garth Jacobson, David Arthur, Ross anc

Netherby) Schulz Creek, Goorah Creek, Gutchy Creek, Gail Smith, Brian Carter, Owen and Lyni

OorameraCreeK, £ G 61 GSNJ / NEB¢CK2YLA2yZ ¢Ayl {2d
Creek and Ululah Lagoon

Munna (Brooweena to Calgoa Creek, Chinamans Gully, Dry Creek, Cam and Lisa Hughes, lain Lewis, Kev ¢
Glen Echo) Creek, Mmna Creek, Sandy Creek, Teebar Helen Rogers, Spencer and Leslie Innes
Creek Kerrie Dixon, Ross Kinbacher, Brett and

Tammy Marsh, Ken and Sue Pyke

Tinana (Bauple, Glenwooc Big Sandy Creek, Coondoo Geddines Creek, Kevin Jackson, HQP Rick Sizer, David
Goomborian) Ross Creek, Sandy Creek, Tinana Creek, Uli Wilson
Creek, Yards Creek

Noosa Hinterland Six Mile Creek, Cooroora Creek, School Crec MRCCC and Noosa Council staff and
(Pomona, Cooroy, Ferrells, Cooroy Creek, Frogmouth Gree volunteers
Ridgewood) Waterford Creek, Jam Pot Creek, Pinbarren

Creek, Coles Creek, Skyring Creek, Middle
Creek, Slate Creek, Blackfellows Creek, Hap
Jack Creek

Jinibara Obi Obi Creek, Dry Creek, EtemCreek, JPAC RangecsChris Emerson, Kuta King
Courtney Kina, Jason Murphy

Jinibara Waterwatch

Jinibara Peoples Aboriginal Corporation (JPAC) have been an active member of the Waterwatch Upper Mary network for
the last 3 yearsregularly samplingites on the Maleny Plateathe Stanley River and Neurum Creek. Jinibara Country
encompassethe Upper Mary River, includir@bi Obi Creek, which originates on the Maleny Plateauisad important
tributary of the Mary River Catchment.
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This year, funding from the Office of the Gr&arrier Reef (OGBR) in the plduased project provided support for JPAC to
establish their own Waterwatch prograatlowing expansion of sample sitéhrough this funding, Jinibara received
dedicated water quality monitoring equipment and, assistanceffMRCC®@ develop a sksite sampling run within the
upperMary River Catchment.

The sampling run includes Obi Obi Creek at both the headwaters ancatsisimenz 5 NB / NBS{1 |4 YAND
Environmental Reserve, ElamCreek, and the stunning headwaterfsthe Mary River along 2 f A O Spai Rgad A

Regular monthly monitoring now takes place across these sites, including riparian and instream casdégsments

linked to their seasonal calendansuring a consistent and valuable contribution to catehtrwide water quality data.
Training will now be provided for data entry into the MRCCQViB/database.

Noosa Shire Council and Sunshine Coast Council Report Card Projects.

In 2025,a 12-month collaboration betweerNoosa and Sunshine Coasiu@cils and tie Mary River Catchment

Coordinating Committee (MRCQ®©@)nmenced Sunshine Coast Council and Noosa Shire Council have adopted a regional
approach, working jointly with MRCCC to create water quality report cards for the MarycRisie@ment. Building on the
foundation laid by the coastal report cards from Healthy Land and Waigtthe existing MRCCC water quality report

cards this partnership aims to complete catchment wide report cards for each council.

To develop the Sunshine Coast Hinterland Report Ganashine Coast Council will conduct monthly sampling at 10 core
sites, while MRCCC will undertakentmmnthly sampling at eight supplementary sites. Noosa Shire Council, in partnership
with MRCCC, will sample eight core sites monthly within the Mary Bitetment.

The report card will be based on a range of ecological and water quality indicators, including nutrient levels and general
water quality,aquaticmacroinvertebrate surveyand riparian zone condition assessmettsasses®verall aquatic

ecosysém health, and fish monitoring to evaluate aquatic biodiversity. With monitoring set to continue into 2026, this
project willaugment thestrong partnership with council groups amdproveunderstandng ofcatchment health.

The Gympie Region Waterwatch part 2018¢ 2025

The Gympie RegioVaterwatch reportcovering theperiod from 20182025will be officially released next month. This
sevenyear reportis the biggest MRCCC water quality report to date. The rejpwersfive Waterwatchnetworksin the
followingdistricts Imbil to Amamoor, Gympie East and West, the eastern sub catchment of Tinana and the wabtern
catchmens of Widgee and Wide Bay creeks. This regosters a diverse area from the acidic waterways in the east to the
western catchments neailkivanincluding over 82 sites from 75 waterways totalling approximately 6000 data entries.
Many of theWaterwatchersin these networks haveeen collecting data for over 20 years and epatributingto along

term datasetwhich enables accurataterpretation of water quality in the Gympie region.

A workshop to preserthe report and deliver report card grades fdfaterwatch sites within the Gympie regi@planned
for Tuesday 18 November at the MRCCC Office.

Welcome Keishia,

With many new wateguality sampling runs and more projects coming on at MRCCC, we welcome Keishia Duffy to help
out with Waterwatch. Keishia has just complétegrees in Animal Ecology and Environmental Science and has a keen
interest in functional and spatial ecology watbroad generalist interest in both marine and terrestrial ecosystems.
Keishia has quickly become a valuable part of the MRCCC team and we are delighted to have her on board.

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
Mary River Annual Water Quality Catchment Crawl 2025

On Jinibara, Kabi Kabi and Butchulla country
Held annually since 200KtS aw/ / / Q& /G OKYSyd / NI} gt LINBQOARSatredMarg y I LJ
River catchment in early October each year. In 2025, sampling occurred at 34 sites along the Mary and its major
tributaries. This covers the entire length of the catchment from the headwaters in the Conondale Ranges, travelling
downstream to RiveHeads where the Mary River flows into the Great Sandy Strait. This year emphasiscoagpanng
2024 to 2025, given both years have had decent rainfall and stream. Bmtts 2024 and 2025 did not record any floods
of substantial size, even though thiger seemed to be in continual state of small scale floodimgj) this recent dry
Spring.
The 2025 Catchment Crawl was held on theaBd 9" of October Collecting data at the same time in Spring before the
wet season each year allows the comparisbolanges, trends and observations over time. Data collected at each site
includes physical and chemical water quality parameters of temperature, pH, electrical conductivity (salinity), turbidity,
dissolved oxygen, nutrients (phosphorus and nitrogen) atal suspended solids (sediment loaH).colifaecal coliforms)
were also sampled at each site. Observations are also noted for riparian zone and instream habitat condition, changes tc
stream and bank condition compared to previous years, weed spebieding of water, presence of vegetation layers,
fauna and other general observations.
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Two wet years

There was a focus this year on observing how the catchmédanh@ioning after two good rainfall years in 2024 and 2025
(to date) The continual rises ithe river seem to havecoured or removed the native aquatic plants such as Ribbonplant
This is an interesting findingyhere good rainfall and multiple small floogsay not be ideal for our native aquatic plants
that species such as Lundfish rely ugiparian recovery, post 2022 floodgpears to have stabilised in recent years

Riparianzone condition continues to either improtieree years following the 2022 floods (upper catchment sites) or the
majority of sites have reached their recovery potahtiTraveston Crossing site has dropped considerably in condition,
likely due to the scale dbur wheel drives returning to this site creating more and more tracks now that the location has
been unfenced since the 2022 floods.

Mary River Riparian Zone Condition
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Catchment Crawl Sites
W2022 m2023 m2024 2025

Air and water temperature and river flow

In the weeks prior to the 2025 Catchment Crawl, the average maximum air temperature for September 2025 was 26.8°C
(slightly lower than 2024 at 27.3 °C, BOM Gympie data ) and the average minimum was 11.8°C (slightly lower than 2024
12.1 °Q.

In 2025, sunny conditions were consistent on both days of the Catchment Crawl, which, combined with the warm air
temperatures, resulted in an average water temperature of 25.6 °C (compared to 21.8 °C in 2024); which is almost the
warmest Catchment Cvd on record. The 2017 Catchment Crawl was warmer at 26.95°C. This year the water
temperatures all sites were above the ideal Mary River cod spawning temperature of less than 21 degrees.

In 2025, the river was flowing in the range of20% of normal 8w during the catchment crawl, below the flowescorded

dunng the2024catchment crawlTheriver has been rapidly dropplng since winter 2025 due to an exceptionally dry start
G2 {LINAy3Id ¢KS NAGDGSNI Ft2¢ I (G De YackoSlowowllbeiexperehcedyfutier t 2 O
downstream to Miva and Tiaro in the following weeks if there is no decent rainfall.

Mary River flows (median value for Sept 2022 Sept 2023 Sept 2024  Sept 2025 Flow on 9/10/25

September) meg/d meg/d meg/d meg/d meg/d
Kenilworth 60 5 43 96 66
(Bellbird gauging station)
Gympie 1,184 34 245 220 41
(Fishermans Pocket gauging station)
Miva 342 42 365 459 166
(Miva gauging station)
Tiaro 2,315 43 400 460 186

(Home Park gauging station)
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Mary River Catchment Crawl sites
Temperature (Mary River and major tributaries guidelines)
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Electrical Coductivity (salinity)

This yeaR électrical conductivity levels were comparable2@21 and?023 for the sites above Tuchekgindicating
reasonableupper catchmentiver flows flushing any residual salt coming from the landschyibe lower Mary River

(below Gympie) the historical trend of increasing salinity was again recorded; with the highest salinity levels obtained at
Emerys Crossing. The sites downstream of Widgee Crossing were-eimphiant with salinity guidelines this year.

Mary River Catchment Crawl sites
Electrical Conductivity (salinity) (Mary River & major tributaries guidelines)
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A possible explanation for the higher than guideline salinity levels in the lower catchment could be due to the declining
streamflows in the river since winter this year (with a very dry Spring) resulting in a greater proportion of groundwater/
aquifer input into the rivercompared to surface river flows

Escherichia coli (E. coli)

Escherichia coli (E. ca$)a bacterium that is commonly found in the gut of humans and walonded animalsk. coli

levels are used as indicators of the presencteoélmaterial in water. It can indicate the possible presence of disease
causing bacteria, viruses and protozoans. Sources of bacteria include improperly functioning wastewater treatment plant:
leaking septic systems, storm water runoff, animal carcagadgsunoff from animal manure and poorly functioning

animal effluent systems.

The guidelines foE. colievels are the Primary Contact Guideline (ANZECC and ARMCANZ, 2000) and the value is
150MPN/100ml. The MP&Imost probable numbds the number of orgnisms (colonies) that araost likelyto have
been observed in the laboratory test.

On a positive note, the high E.colilevels experienced in 2025 were below guideline levels (<150 colony forming
units/100mL), apart from a site near Moy Pocket. Thesgiiear Kenilworth that had highcolilevelsin the pastare now
compliant. Widgee Crossing which has failed in the past has now been compliant for many years.

Mary River Catchment Crawl sites Escherichia coli (E. coli)
(Primary Contact guideline 150 organisms/100ml)
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The MRCCC acknowledgend thanksll the landholders and volunteers wiattended andassised the 2025Catchment

Crawl, particularly lan Mackay, lan Smitbhn KingHannah Maloney, Kenneth McClymont, Sophie Blond, Sam Thomas,
Nicole McMullen, Jude Coates and Garth Jasolls KS WA YA OGF NI = Yl O0A YIFIOA FyR s dziOf
of the catchment crawlvas alsappreciated.

Thanks alsotoe®w I G SNJ F2NJ adzLJLI2 NI Ay3 (KA&A @SEFENRa /I GOKYSyd [/ NI
Tourism,Scienceand Innovationfor providing nutrient and total suspended solids analyses.
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The Mary River upstream (left) and downstream (right) at Home Park in the lower Mary

On Kabi Kabi and Butchulla country

' FGSNI £ adG &SFNDRDa &adz00Saaxz | ljdz @
featuredintha & S NRa / F GOKYSyd [/ N¥ gt =
focused creek walks and talks. Due to thgperMary River
catchmentfishing closure in place to protect breeding Mary River

codr the event was held on the second dafythe catchment crawl
extending intathe lower Mary catchment outside the restricted
fishingarea.

Guide to interpreting SIGNAL 2 scores:

SIGNAL 2 Score Habitat Quality

>6 Healthy habitat
516 Mild pollution

415 Moderate pollution
<4 Severe pollution

Sampling and identifying macroinvebigates helps reveal the health
L. Lo N of waterways, with results analysed using "dSRIVASampling
CNIFasNJ /2Fhau [/ 2dzy Oh gyide alongside water quality and habitat assessments. Each
for water bugs during the Catchment Craw 5 croinvertebrate type is assigned a grade numbeQ): low
numbers indicate a higholerance to wllution or habitat disturbancewhile higher numbers represent sensitivity
pollution or habitat disturbanceThe overall SIGNAL 2 score reflects average sensitivity within the sample.

The first survey took place in Tinana Creek near Missings BridgaeBa@his tannirstained creek featuredense riparian
cover, woody debris, and steady riffle flow. Butchulla (BNTAC) and Jinibara (JPAC)dangetsdthe survey,
identifying eight macroinvertebrate species, many sensitive to pollution. The SIGdtAloEb.1 indicated mild pollution
or habitat disturbancewhile tadpoles and three stream frog species were also recorded.

The second site was at the Susan River, along Marybogbleyhiey Bay Road in the Fraser Coast ragiam important

Mary River tribuary. With woody debris and vegetated pools, the site was divided by large drainage pipes creating
variable water levels. BNTAC and JPAC Rangerscaggiteted a surveyalong with Fraser Coast Council staff. This site
hosted more species, though most weess pollutiorsensitive. Notably, large dragonfly nymphs were found nearly ready
to emerge. The SIGNAL score of 2 indicated polliggues or habitat disturbanceonsistent with runofeind disturbance
from the roadside location.

ghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghghg
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